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EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic 
In January, Latvia handed over the EUROPARC Nordic-Baltic Section presidency to
Sweden. From 2009-2011 the section’s secretariat will be hosted by the Swedish
Environmental Protection Agency. Thomas Hansson is president. Evelina Selander
coordinated the Section up until June, when she was succeeded by Lena Malmström.

Seven new organisations joined the Section this year creating 
a total of 47 members as 2009 came to a close.

Key Activities 2009

The Section’s Work and Communication Plans for
2009-2011 were established at the 2009 Members
Assembly in Stockholm in February and two
member meetings were held.

Seminars
The 2009 spring seminar focused on the
restoration of sensitive biotopes in protected areas
and was hosted by Dzukija National Park (LI).

“Monitoring and Management of Visitors and
Visitor Flows” was the topic of the autumn
seminar, which took place in Rovaniemi (FI). 
It was co-arranged by Metsähallitus and the
section secretariat and made possible by funding
from the Nordic Council of Ministers. 

Communication
A new publicity package was produced, including
a brochure presenting the Nordic-Baltic Section.
The section also initiated the construction of a new
website that will show the Section’s connection to
the EUROPARC family more clearly. The site’s
launch is scheduled for late spring. In addition, 
six issues of the newsletter were published.

Participation in other meetings
In order to inform a wider public about the section
and its work, the secretariat made several
presentations on EUROPARC and the Nordic-
Baltic Section, including one to the Norwegian
Directorate for Nature Management in September

and one during the annual conference for
protected area managers of the Swedish County
Administrative Boards.

In response to the interest in sustainable tourism
from Section members, the coordinator
participated in the Parks & Benefits workshop
“Marketing of Sustainable Tourism in Protected
Areas in the Baltic Sea Region” in Berlin in
December. As a result the Parks & Benefits
project manager has been invited to present the
project at the 2010 Members Assembly.

Successes and Challenges

Several of the Nordic-Baltic Section members faced
significant financial challenges and re-organisations
during 2009, as a result of the world financial crisis.
Despite this members have shown a strong
commitment to participate in the Section’s activities. 

The Year Ahead

Biodiversity will obviously be in focus in 2010. 
The Section will mark the International Year of
Biodiversity amongst other things with a seminar
in May, which includes participation in the
conference Nature Conservation beyond 2010 in
Tallinn. The autumn seminar will take place in
Sweden and the working title is “Biodiversity
Management in Nordic-Baltic Woodlands”. The
Section also aims to initiate new partnerships with
colleagues elsewhere in Europe.

More information: www.europarc-nb.org

Contact: Lena Malmström
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Participants at the Nordic-Baltic Section seminar “Monitoring and
Management of Visitors and Visitor Flows”, Rovaniemi (FI). 
Picture: Paul F J Eagles 

Färnebofjärden National Park is one of the Nordic-
Baltic Section’s seven new members in 2009. 

Picture: Jennie Dalethsson
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Key Activities 2009

In 2009 many activities from the Programme of
Work 2009-2013 were started. These included 
the following:
• A seminar in April in Madrid on ecological

connectivity (Action 1.3). 
• The theme quality in management for

conservation (Action 2.2), which saw the
adoption of the Standard of Conservation in
June. This instrument is now being used by
some protected areas thanks to the support of
Fundacion Biodiversidad.

• Work on quality in management of public use
and tourism (Action 2.3), with seven new Spanish
protected areas being awarded the CST and
nearly 100 tourist companies joining the second

phase. The number of parks accredited with the
label Q Standard for public use increased to 25.

•  A technical workshop was held in Urdaibai
Biosphere Reserve, thanks to support from the
Euskadi government on the topic innovative
financial mechanisms for biodiversity
conservation (Action 3.3) in October 2009.  

• Action 5.1 looks at international cooperation.
Here a document, ‘state of the art’, examining
areas of international cooperation in Spanish
protected areas supported by the National Parks
Body, was produced for analysis.

In addition, EUROPARC Spain held the Section’s
Annual Conference in June in Comillas, together
with the Government of Cantabria. 175 people
attended and looked at how to integrate rural
development and conservation. Furthermore,
collaborative agreements with Colombia and
Mexico were also established. The Section
participated in the project "European Volunteers in
Parks” led by the German Section.

EUROPARC Spain also cooperated with FUNCAS
(Fundacion de las Cajas de Ahorro) to promote
activities and projects under the European Day of
Parks framework through an award recognising
particularly good projects. In 2009 the project “Sierra
Nevada National Park: Memory of many stories.
History of our memory” won the first prize of €10,500.

Finally, two documents were published by the
section in 2009: “Work Programme for Protected
Areas 2009-2013” and “A Century of National
Parks: history and future of Parks in Spain”, both
available in Spanish and English. Two issues of
the Bulletin were also produced.

Success and Challenges

A success this year was the addition of two new
members to the Section: the local governments of
Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa, in the Basque country. We
look forward to working with them in the future. In
addition several public and private foundations have
supported the Section’s activities: Fundación BBVA,
Fundación Biodiversidad, Fundación de
las Cajas de Ahorros, Obra Social de
Caja Madrid, Red Electrica.

The distribution of the Programme of Work 2009-
2013 to numerous actors, including NGOs,
scientists and other bodies was challenging.

The Year Ahead

The main task for the Section in 2010 is the
implementation of several lines of work connected
to the Programme for Protected Areas 2009-2013.
These include the development of Natura 2000
guidelines, marine protected areas, values and
benefits of protected areas. The International Year
of Biological Diversity will be the framework for
disseminating information about many of the
current activities to a wider audience.

More info: www.redeuroparc.org

Contact: Marta Mugica
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EUROPARC Spain
The Spanish Section was founded in 1993, and it is championed by FUNGOBE (Fundacion
F.G. Bernaldez for Natural Areas). There are currently 26 members, all of them public
administrations. Since 2008 the Programme of Work for Protected Areas 2009-2013,
a contribution from the Spanish protected areas to the CBD Programme, has formed the
backbone of the Section activities.

ESPARC
participants.
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Ordesa y Viñamala.
Picture: 

Javier Puertes 

http://www.redeuroparc.org
mailto:martamugica@europarc-es.org
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Key activities 2009

Work for the European Charter for Sustainable
Tourism in Protected Areas has gone from
strength to strength, as more and more areas
hear about the Charter and, we hope, will seek to
join. A further 17 successful new protected areas
were welcomed for the award in 2009. EUROPARC
Consulting worked to streamline the process and
make Charter work more efficiently. 

The company was privileged to work on new
programmes in Ukraine, a priority eco-region for
the WWF Danube Carpathian programme. This
sought to improve communications, interpretation
and outreach. The team succeeded in creating
excellent connections and strong deep networks.
Additionally we analysed existing skills gaps and
how to fill them. In July the programme
culminated in a study tour by nineteen senior
officers from the three key protected areas to the
Bavarian Forest and Šumava National Parks. 
It was a programme of excellence and depth. 
An easy-to-use manual in the fields of
communication and interpretation was produced,
along with an evaluation report assessing and
filling the current skills gap. 

The Training Champions programme for WWF-
DCP Protected Areas for a Living Planet project
continues to gather pace, confidence and
strength from within the group of dedicated
practitioners. Working together with two
committed trainers, they gather experiences of
management planning and sustainable tourism to
transfer to their own protected areas. The main
Spring Seminar took place on the edge of the
Bükk National Park in Hungary. The autumn event
was held in Vanatori Nature Park, Romania..
A new intake of protected-area practitioners also
joined a lively, interactive session in Slovakia,
providing an enriching professional experience to
take away and share with colleagues in their
home protected areas.

Organising seminars for EUROPARC Atlantic Isles
section on our own doorstep underpinned the
year. Three seminars took place: in London,
Oxfordshire and Edinburgh, all featuring
prominent European speakers, reflecting
discussion of Europe-wide current thinking
amongst landscape professionals. 

Successes and Challenges

EUROPARC Consulting was delighted with the
new network of colleagues established as a result
of the meetings in Ukraine. This study programme
was a resounding success and received
enthusiastic feedback. The co-operative
networking and increasing contribution to the
Training Champions sessions from the
participants themselves was wonderful to see too.

Tailoring inspirational training courses that are
directly relevant to protected areas with
increasingly challenged resource levels requires
creative solutions. Post course analysis indicates
this was achieved; “I gained a lot of experience
that helps my work” said one participant. The
main challenge, as always, is fitting all the work to
be done into the time available to do it!

The Year Ahead

EUROPARC Consulting is continuously seeking to
raise its profile at EU Commission level, in
cooperation with the Federation office in Brussels.
At the same time we are looking actively for the
right mechanism to assemble project proposals
and project concepts on a European level. 

Two further Training Champions workshops will
develop further the skills and learning already
established, and Consulting hope to continue to
build on the excellent partnerships with Ukrainian
colleagues. The company is also busy tendering
and expressing interest in new areas of work.
Design and development work on the new
dedicated website will continue. Watch that space!

More information: www.europarc-consulting.org

Contact: Wilf Fenten

EUROPARC Consulting

Giant silver fir (abies alba) in Gorgany nature reserve (UA). 
Picture: Nicky Rowbottom

Ukraine study
tour to Bavaria,

with EUROPARC
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team. 
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Programme cover for one of the
many seminars EUROPARC
Consulting organised. 
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Number of EUROPARC members per country

EUROPARC members categories 

National park
Podyjí-Thayatal

(CZ)
Picture: 

Tomáš Rothrockl

EUROPARC Membership
The EUROPARC Federation currently has
a membership of 433 members from 36 countries
who manage the green jewels of Europe's land,
sea, mountains, forests, rivers and cultural
heritage. 

We are a genuine European network, with an
active membership working across the continent
in a wide range of policy areas. All protected
areas and government agencies are impacted by
European policy, directives and trends.
EUROPARC provides the mechanism by which all
these protected areas‘ functions can be captured
and disseminated across the entire network

It should not be forgotten that the EUROPARC
Federation is a members‘ association that
delivers benefits through sharing good practice,
access to training, development of programmes

and initiatives across all aspects of protected
area management. We are the only European
network to offer such a comprehensive suite of
support across the holistic range of modern
protected area management. 

The majority of members are protected areas but
some governmental environmental agencies,
NGOs and committed individuals are also part 
of the network. In 2009 we welcomed 30 new
members to the Federation. We are delighted they
chose to be part of the association and look
forward to benefiting from their experience.

More information: http://www.europarc.org/who-
we-are/our-members

Contact: Cornelia Ehlers
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