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European Day of Parks 2010:

Europe’s protected areas celebrate the International Year of Biodiversity 
In 18 countries across Europe on Monday 24th May national parks, nature reserves and other protected areas open their doors to visitors on the European Day of Parks 2010. This year the hundreds of special events connected to the theme ‘Biodiversity and People: Space for Nature?’ will celebrate the International Year of Biodiversity.
Next week walks, excursions, exhibitions and more will be held by protected areas from Finland to Spain and from the United Kingdom to Serbia. They will highlight the significant role that protected areas play in protecting an abundance of creatures across the continent. Millions of different plant and animal species take refuge in these places, which are often a last haven for them as urban spaces increase and development continues across the planet. There are currently around 1,550 known species in the world that are considered endangered and are protected by government law. 
EUROPARC Director, Carol Ritchie, encourages locals and tourists alike to take part in the events: “This is a great opportunity to learn more about these beautiful places, the flora and fauna they support and their importance for mankind”, so Ritchie, “The events are also a good reason to flee the city for a day and are a fun way for the whole family to explore the great outdoors”. This year many parks will also be marking the International Day of Biodiversity which occurs two days beforehand.
The European Day of Parks was created by the EUROPARC Federation, the umbrella organisation for Europe’s protected areas, to raise the profile of these green gems and generate public support for their aims and work. Since it was launched in 1999 many protected landscapes have taken advantage of this opportunity and hundreds of themed events have been held each year on and around the 24th May. The date is significant because it is the day the first European national park was founded in Sweden in 1909.

The United Nations proclaimed 2010 to be the International Year of Biodiversity, and people all over the world are working to safeguard this irreplaceable natural wealth and reduce biodiversity loss. This is vital for current and future human wellbeing.
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Notes for editors:

· A calendar of this year’s events and more information can be found at http://www.europarc.org/whats-on/european-day-of-park
· EUROPARC can gladly provide pictures of these events and reports from individual parks for articles or features to appear after 24th May
.
· The subject of biodiversity and protected areas will be explored in more detail at the Federation’s annual conference in Abruzzo, Lazio and Molisse National Park in Italy from 29th September to 3rd October. Participants will enjoy contributions from a plethora of great speakers: Sarrat Gidda, Convention for Biological Diversity; Harvey Locke, Vice President of Wild Foundation; Carlo Petrini President of Slow Food International; Jon Jarvis, Director of the National Park Service, USA; and Ladislav Miko, Director of Nature Directorate, DG Environment, European Commission; Dr Hans Freiderich, IUCN Regional Director for PAN Europe. www.parcoabruzzo.it/europarc2010 
· The EUROPARC Federation: The EUROPARC Federation (www.europarc.org) is committed to the protection and promotion of Europe’s protected areas and all they offer. We are the foremost and largest NGO representing European protected areas, uniting national parks, regional parks, nature parks and biosphere reserves in 39 countries, with the common aim of conserving Europe's unique variety of wildlife, habitats and landscapes. President is Mrs Erika Stanciu and Director Miss Carol Ritchie.
· Photos attached:
1) Prealpi Giulie Nature Park (IT) celebrates the European Day of Parks in 2009. Photographer: Parco Naturale delle Prealpi Giulie
2) The Peak District National Park (UK) welcomed pupils from Stockport for the European Day of Parks in 2009. Photographer: Peter Townsend

3) The Lower Saxony Wadden Sea National Park (DE) celebrated the Day of Parks in 2008 with games and fun. Photograph: Lower Saxony Wadden Sea National Park
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