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Celebrating biodiversity in 2010
The Plitvice Lakes National Park is situated in Croatia. The Plitvice Lakes area was declared a national park in 1949.

From May 21 to May 24, 2010 the Plitvice Lakes National Park commemorated four important events in the field of nature conservation: the International Year of Biodiversity, the International Day of Biodiversity, the Nature Protection Day of the Republic of Croatia and the European Day of Parks.
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Over the three days a large range of activities were organized for visitors. Guided tours were offers free of charge and visitors were thrilled with the film „The Plitvice Rhapsody“. All visitors were informed about biodiversity particularly by means of the brochure “The International Day of Biodiversity and the Nature Protection Day of the Republic of Croatia” printed specially for this occasion.

In addition lectures and presentations were held for students of a secondary school in Korenica were held on the topic ‘Biodiversity and people: space for nature?’ and about the National Park itself, with an overview of practical examples of the relation of biodiversity and people. 

Marking these dates is important for the National Park because of the particularity of the Plitvice Lakes and their biodiversity. The Plitvice Lakes are one of the most valuable and best preserved areas of the Republic of Croatia. The exceptional value of the Plitvice Lakes has been recognized internationally, particularly by its inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1979.
Of the total surface size of the site (29,685.15 hectares), forests account for approximately 76%, grasslands and settlements account for approximately 23%, whilst water areas account for approximately 1%. The exceptional richness of flora and fauna in the areas diverse habitats can be demonstrated by the following paragraph: 

There are more than 1,400 floral species, of which 72 are endemic, 22 are protected species, and are 55 orchid species. There are 50 different mammal species (wolf, lynx, brown bear…), including 20 bats, and also 161 species of songbirds and stock birds, 272 lepidoptera species, 80 caddis flies species, more than a third of the dragon-flies found in Europe, 12 amphibian species, 13 reptiles,  seven species of fish and two Crustacea Malacostraca species. 

Every year we mark the International Day of Biodiversity and the Nature Protection Day of the Republic of Croatia. This year we have joined in the celebrations of the European Day of Parks for the first time particularly because our park has a very long history with the Federation.
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Antonija Dujmovic, Conservation manager
Plitvice Lakes National Park (HR). Picture: PLNP








