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Promoting the importance of the 
EU Birds Directive in conservation 

management on farmland 
 

2010-2013 



• Connect with 3,540 farmers 
• Connect with 7,040 members of the public 
• Create a positive profile of the EU Birds Directive 





Abundance of European farmland birds 
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Common farmland birds (36 species) 

Absolute loss:  
 
Farmland birds = 297 million birds 

EBCC/RSPB/BirdLife International/Statistics Netherlands 



RSPB/BTO/WWT/CCW/NE/NIEA/SNH/JNCC 



Volunteer & Farmer Alliance  













 



Advisory staff  
visiting farmers 







Demonstration farms 



Numbers of breeding 
territories:  

Emberiza citrinella  



 Nest sites 

Spring food 

Winter food 





EU LIFE+ Wildlife Friendly Farming Conference  
Brussels 28th November 2012 



Supporting local communities 









Photo of holding a bonxie chick 





Volunteers share skills 





Farmers share knowledge 









“Taking part in the 
Volunteer & 

Farmer Alliance is 
possibly one of the 
best things I have 

ever done! ” 
 

Darren Hall, 
Nottinghamshire 



“The RSPB used to be the enemy, now they are 
our greatest ally” 

 
Tony Broome, farmer, England 



Over 5,000 farms 
surveyed 



Over 2,500 
fulfilled 

volunteers 
standing up 
for nature 

 
thank you... 
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