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Small-scale Natura 2000 sites (outside of large-scale protected areas) are often in a competence of regional authorities. Thanks to their limited area and intensively used surroundings, they are the most fragile part of Natura 2000 network and need a special approach. Moreover, regional authorities usually do not have sufficient capacities to monitor and maintain their state. 

The aim of the project is to help competent regional authorities to share good experience and develop a common concept of good governance for small-scaled Natura 2000 sites. Subthemes of the projects are as follows

1) Monitoring of the state of sites in order to ensure their state and regularly update the Standard Data Form (SDF). Usually, there is no regular monitoring of sites carried out due to limited expert and financial capacities regardless the fact that it provides a necessary background information for ´passive´ protection as well as active and appropriate management. Therefore we will be firstly focused on this topic. 
Outcome of the activity: A catalogue of well-developed approaches towards monitoring of state of sites and projection of its results to regular update of the SDF including indication of changes in a state. Good practice recommendation for site based monitoring.

2) Cooperation with stakeholders on management of sites (by residents, local authorities, owners, tenants). It is inevitable to cooperate with stakeholder on management of small-scaled Natura 2000 sites. Sometimes, they are real managers and we are just give limits for activities in respective areas/plots.. Therefore we need to share and explore models of efficient mutual cooperation Outcome of the activity: Sharing of good and bad experiences, development of a catalogue of good practice and generally applicable case studies. Basic principles of cooperation between nature conservation authorities and stakeholders at maintenance of sites, especially where subjects of conservation depend on the traditional use.

3)  Ecological connectivity of the Natura 2000 sites and the concept of Green Infrastructure. Small-scaled Natura 2000 sites usually host smaller patches of habitat types or smaller populations of species. Thus, the ecological connectivity to other sites is inevitable for them. But how to ensure it in a ´free´ landscape with often very low ecological quality? We need to explore national/regional approaches in this topic and share good examples how to improve so called Green Infrastructure.
Outcome of the activity: Catalogue of good regional examples as a basis for recommendations, at which groups of phenomena, why, and how to ensure sufficient coherence of the Natura 2000 network (“ecological continuity” – Article 10 HabDir); these rules will be implemented beneficiaries.

Main policy instruments addressed by the project are regional policies on Natura 2000 implementation (management). These well-developed examples would help to inspire also other regions in beneficiary countries and thus improve a situation in general (bottom-up approach).


