Questionnaire on the institutional set-up of the administration of national parks and nature parks in Central European countries
Rationale: The administrative organisation of national parks and nature parks and their place within the national or state level governmental structure varies from country to country. Re-structuring of the entire government or certain sectors within the government occurs quite regularly in some countries. As a result, the question often arises: What model is used in other Central European countries? In order to share information on this, the representatives of the Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture have compiled this questionnaire in order to distribute it to members of EUROPARC Central and Eastern Europe. The compilers expect one response from each country, ideally from the central administration (ministry or national agency) that most likely has the best national overview of the administrative structure of nature conservation. The results could be presented at the 16-18 March meeting of the Central and Eastern Europe Section of the EUROPARC Federation. It is hoped that an overall picture of the “nature conservation models” used in our countries can be drawn from this exercise. Please, return the questionnaire (one per country) by 22 February by E-mail to Ms. Vera Gáspár (vera.gaspar@fm.gov.hu) and Mr. András Schmidt (andras.schmidt@fm.gov.hu). 
In your country…
1. Which ministry is responsible for nature conservation? (e.g. Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Agriculture etc.)

2. Does this ministry have a background institute that deals with nature conservation issues? If yes, what are the main responsibilities of this institute (briefly)? Yes, the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic (SNC, established in 2000) – umbrella institution with headquarters and administration of 9 NPs, 14 protected landscape areas + 2 regional centres (Bratislava, Prešov).  Competencies specified in the Act NO 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landcape Protection as amended and it the statute.. More info (in Slovak mainly on www.sopsr.sk). map - http://www.sopsr.sk/dokumenty/alter-11_2007_2_6.png. 

3. Which national institution (e.g. ministry or background institute) co-ordinates the work of the national park administrations/directorates (from here on: national park administrations)? 

a. What is the legal status of the national park administration? Do they represent a legal personality? No, SNC is a legal body
b. Are national park administrations central budgetary institutions, or business organisations or non-profit organisations? SNC is the state institution financed from the state budget and other sources. In SK we call it “contribution” institution.
c. Can national park administrations independently apply for national or EU grants? SNC can (and does)
d. Who decides about the annual budget of each national park administration? Annual plan and budget of SNC is approved by the Ministry. 
e. Who appoints/dismisses the head of each national park administration? 
f. Who supervises the technical work of each national park administration? SNC – headquarters (directorate) – in cooperation with the Ministry.
g. If an organogram of the national organisation of nature conservation is readily available (even if not in English but in your national language) it would be more than welcome (please, attach it to your E-mail or insert it here). See above.

4. Are national park administrations in your country responsible for the management of any other protected area category? Please underline the categories under 4a and 4b, where relevant:
Yes. SNC “covers” the whole country, so each protected area “belongs” to some of SNC unit. Specific cases are so called municipal protected areas (recently introduced to the legislation) and private protected areas – both are only a few.

4.a. Only for those sites that overlap with the national park itself (and do not extend beyond it):

landscape protection area
nature reserve
nature park
biosphere reserve
Ramsar site
World Heritage site
Natura 2000 site
Other (please, name the categories)

4b: Also for sites that do not overlap or only partially overlap with the national park (extending beyond the boundaries of the national park):

landscape protection area
nature reserve
nature park
biosphere reserve
Ramsar site
World Heritage site
Natura 2000 site
Other (please, name the categories)

5. Do national park administrations exercise some form of ownership rights over any land within the national park? Only a minor – ownership, if I am not mistaken

If yes, please answer 5a and 5b: 
5a: Does this mean full ownership rights (please, answer with respect to the predominant situation, not with respect to exceptional cases)?

5b: Or, does this mean a restricted form of ownership (e.g. national park owned land in Hungary means the land is in fact owned by the National Land Fund, and managed by the national park administration)?

6. What are the chief responsibilities of national park administrations? Please, underline the relevant activities and add briefly any comments:
protection/guarding of natural resources (sites, species, geological heritage etc.)
site management
partly or fully economic activities, such as farming for site management purposes, forest management, reed management etc. 
monitoring
interpretation to visitors
management of tourism/ecotourism in the national park
other (please, explain briefly)

7. Do national park administrations exercise any authoritative rights? If yes, please explain briefly with some main examples. ? do you mean like derogations or permint? In SK, SNC is the part of the state administration bodies (these are Ministry and offices at district and regional levels.., SNC gives an opinion to the decision making bodies.

8. Please, describe briefly, how national park administrations collaborate with different authorities? Are they involved in/assist to (please, underline)
SNC elaborate expert opinion for decision making but also enters procedures – participates in meetings, negotiations, elaborated nature documentation…

planning procedures (e.g. spatial planning) in/outside the national park?
permitting procedures (e.g. forestry, hunting, fishing etc. permits) in the national park? – not decision making, but participate
appropriate assessment procedures in Natura 2000 sites?
any other authoritative procedures?

9. Do nature parks have their own administration? They have “administration with staff” but without a legal entity.

10. If yes, please, explain briefly the setup of a typical nature park administration: 

a. Under which ministry, if any, does it belong?
b. If a typical nature park administration is not part of the government sector (does not belong directly to a ministry), then what is its composition and dependency?

11. If you feel that some important question concerning this topic has been missed from the questionnaire, please, let us know so that we can circulate your question, too. 

jana

I have not replied how directors are apointed. There is always the public announcement, commission. The director of SNC is appointed finally by the minister, apointing of respective NP directors is within SNC, I guess.
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