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Public institutions 
for management of 
protected areas on 

county level
(20)

State level MA for 
management of 

national and nature 
parks(8/11)

State Institute for 
Nature Protection

Ministry of Environmental 
and Nature Protection

Nature protection 
department + nature 
protection inspection

Competent 
authority –
supervision and 
control

Public institutuin –
technical 
assistance and 
support, quality 
control

Croatia – Institutional framework of nature protection

Administrative 
department of 

counties
(spatial planning and 

environmental 
protection)
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Croatia – Legislative framework of nature protection

Strategy and action plan for biological and landscape diversity of Republic of 
(NN 143/08)

Nature protection act
(NN 70/05; 139/08; 57/11)

• Protection of overall biological (species and habitats), geological and 
landscape diversity
• Implementation of nature protection measures in all sectors
• Concept of Ecological Network
• Institutionalization of technical work in nature protection
• Public participation in decision making
Special regulations

International 
conventions/treaties
on nature protection

EU legislation
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(Register of protected natural values MENP, July 2012.)

Category No land (km2) sea (km2) total (km2)

Strict reserve 2 23,95 23,95

National park 8 735,66 219,05 954,72

Special reserve 80 317,47 120,07 437,54

Nature park 11 4.017,54 178,66 4.196,21

Regional park 2 1.027,91 1.027,91

Natural monument 85 1,89 0,00 1,89

Protected landscape 85 1.233,10 89,88 1.322,99

Park forest 33 32,70 32,70

Horticultural monument 127 9,37 9,37

UKUPNO 433 6.362,06 603,39 6.965,45

Croatia – Protected areas

Protection 
strictness



Dinaric Arc Parks conference, Banja Luka 19th to 23rd November, 2012

(Register of protected natural values MENP, July 2012.)

Croatia – Protected areas

8,48%

of state territory

12,07% of land territory

1,94% of marine territory
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Croatia – protected areas – international designation

UNESCO – World Natural Heritage 
List

NP Plitvička jezera

UNESCO Man and the Bisphere 
(MAB)

PP Velebit

Ramsar site
PP Kopački rit
PP Lonjsko polje
PR Crna mlaka
Delta Neretve

UNESCO Geopark
PP Papuk
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Croatia – National Ecological Network
• System of mutually connected or spatially close ecologically significant areas 

that through their biogeographical distribution greatly contribute to 
preservation of natural balance and biodiversity

47% of land territory
39% of marine territory

• 1510 important 
areas for wild 
species and habitats

• 40 internationally 
important bird areas

• 2 ecological corridors 
(migration corridor 
for birds Palagruža-
Lastovo-Pelješac and 
corridor for sea 
turtles – coastal zone 
up to 50 m in depth).
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Croatia – Natura 2000 – preparation for accession to EU

Natura 2000 = Ecological Network of EU

• Network of protected areas that are crucial for preservation of species and 
habitats endangered on European level; all EU member states contribute

Working mechanism:

1. Selection of species and 
habitats based on strict 
scientific criteria

2. Financial support achieved 
through programs

3. Mechanism of 
implementation and 
monitoring
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Management board

(4 years mandate, representatives of science community, 

local community and local stakeholder groups)

Expert leader / head 
conservation officire

(4 years mandate, University 
education)

)

PROTECTED AREAS MANAGEMENT

Ranger survice
(University education

optional)

Head reanger
(University education)

)

Administrative 
services

Management authority structure

Director
(4 years mandate, University education)

Expertise service / 
conservation unit

(biology, geology, forestery, 
agriculture, etnology, 

arheology...)

Promotion service

Appointed by 
Minister/head of 

the County
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Regional (or local) 
level MA

State level
MA

Own income – visitors, 
concessins, donations…

Financing through;

Annual protection program, 

maintenance, preservation promotion 

and use of protected areas

State budger

Ministry of Environmental 
and Nature protection

International/EU funds

County budget

PROTECTED AREAS MANAGEMENT
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Thank you!

mr.sc.biol. Snježana Malić-Limari
Snjezana.Malic-Limari@pp-medvednica.hr

GSM 098 1764 252

mailto:Snjezana.Malic-Limari@pp-medvednica.hr

