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INTRODUCING EUROPARC

EUROPARC Federation was founded in 1973
with the aim of supporting protected
areas to fulfil their role as preservers of
Europe’s natural beauty.

It is a non-profit organization based in
Germany and the oldest and largest
Network of European protected areas.

Sustainable nature,
valued by people.
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(@) EUROPARC
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our VISION ano MISSION

In order to describe succinctly and encapsulate our aspiration as an organisation we have condensed our thinking
into a vision, mission and strategy.

The VISION, describes what EUROPARC wishes for European nature. The MISSION indicates the role, EUROPARC as an
organisation, believes it can play, in realising that vision. The strategy indicates broadly how EUROPARC intends to
accomplish the mission and deliver the vision. The strategy is not a detailed tasks and action plan; this will be created
on an annual basis.

Our VISION is:

Sustainable nature, valued by people.

In order to realise that vision,
we commit EUROPARC, to accomplish the following

MISSION:

EUROPARC works
for our natural and cultural heritage,
to improve and champion the policy
and practice of Protected Area management,
in order to deliver sustainable nature,

valued by people.



EUROPARC VALUES

FUN

5. Cultural and
e and organisations

RESPECT

for each other, for cultural differences, people
in the landscape and for the intrinsic value of nature.

SHARING

experiences, knowledge, ideas, best practise.

LEARNING

w skills, how to manage nature
EII'II:| sustainable development.

COOPERATING

with each other, on projects, to develop and innovate for
Protected Area management, to conserve nature
and promote sustainable development.

SUSTAINABILITY

to consider the impact of our operations on the environment
.;|r||:| to ensure we make sustainable choices whenever possible.
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FEDERATION
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(protected areas authorities, regional and national governmental bodies, NGOSs)
from 36 countriesthat work for the benefit of our nature

UROPARC
—CTIONS

Federation has ® Nordic-Baltic

supported the creation @ Atlantic Isles
of eight regional and @ Central and Eastern Europe

national sections. ® [ ow Countries
G Germany

Federation offices: ® France
- Regensburg, Germany ® italy
- Brussels, Belgium ® Spain
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EUROPARIS founded on the principle that the future EUROPARC

. . . . A S
protection and conservation of nature is achieved through o rEDERATION

A International Ceoperation

A Personal Contact

A Mutual understanding, shared experiences
A Knowledge and Innovations no boundaries

Nature knows




WHAT DOES EUROPARC DO?

Improvesthe quality of protected areas
management

Supportsparks in their management
strategies and practical skills
Involvesyouths and volunteers
Trainsindividuals

Enhance$uropean network of protected
areas

Influencespolicyat EU Level

Develops programmes and different
projects




EUROPARC PROGRAMMES

1. Environmental education and capacity building

Taking the lead for nature

Every year about 40 young people and Rangers come together A new programme to engage youngsters over 18 to support the
to learn and contribute to the conservation of protected areas in work developed by rangers in their local protected areas.
Europe.




EUROPARC PROGRAMMES

2. Foster cross border cooperation 3. Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas
= EUROPARC- 4
FEDERA qufN |
TranSboundary Parks EUROPEAN CHARTER —
E U R O P A R C FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN

PROTECTED AREAS

Helpprotected areas which share a common border to
create a sustainable relationship through increased cooperation.
19 Protectedareasin 11 countriesworking together




SUSTAINABLE
TOURISM IN

PROTECTED AREAS

EUROPEAN CHARTER
FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN
PROTECTED AREAS




WHAT IS THE ECST?

ECST = EUROPEAN CHARTER FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN PROTECTED AREAS

A practical management toothat enables

Protected Areas to develop tourism

sustainably,based in 5 Principles

Principlesover-arch the key topics
and associated actions that are

developed in the strategy



WHEN WAS IT CREATED?

a[ 20Ay3d GKSY R2 RSIGKE With over 20 years of implementation
The report created by the EUROPARC Federatib®98 the ECST isa@ntinuous process
calledfor sustainablgourismA y 9 dzNP2 LIS Q& t NP for parks and for the Federation

It has been updated and widely approvec
leading the way o$ustainable tourism in Europe.

WHERE?

Currently it is implemented in

144 Charter areasn 17 European countries



VISION

Sustainable Tourism in European protected areas provides
ameaningful quality experience

safeguardsatural and cultural values

supportslocal livelihoodsand quality of life
andiseconomically viable

EUROPABC™ - 8

(C % Quality Sustainable Tourism will be
o SUSTANALE Tounis good for Parks and good for People

PROTECTED AREAS




PRINCIPLES

Givingpriority to protection
Contributingto sustainabledevelopment
Engagin@ll stakeholders

Planningsustainabletourism effectively

a k~ WD PF

Pursingcontinuousimprovement

EUROPARC . . . .
e (e Quality Sustainable Tourism will be

EUROPEAN CHARTER

FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN good for Parks and good for People

PROTECTED AREAS




COMPONENTS

A permanentSustainable Tourism Forumustbe established
betweenthe protected areaauthority and all relevant

l'.ll Tourism Forum stakeholderswhich may include local biking associations

..Q'. Sustainable

Strategy and ,j Partnership and

Action Plan Communication

Monitoring
Evaluation .
and review




Assessment of the current
situation

A Natural, historicand
culturalheritage
A Tourismand

recreation

A Infrastructures
A Currentvisitorsand
potential future
NEGES
A Impactsof tourism

o

‘ Strategic direction

Strategy and

Action Plan

Definingclearstrategicobjectives
concerningnature conservation
economicandsocialdevelopment
improving quality of life of locals
andquality of tourism.

Action plan

Descriptionof
eachaction
timing, resources

partnersfor
implementing
monitoring
proposal




WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?

FOR PROTECTED AREAS

Bring measureableeconomic, social anénvironmentalbenefits
from well-managedsustainablgourism

W* Strengtherrelations with local tourism stakeholders

and the wider tourismndustry

Provideaccess and membership of an extensive
anddynamicEuropeametwork




WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?

FOR BUSINESSES

Encouraging customers to respect the environment
in their actions on the property and in nature

= = Engaging in energy and water saving activities
) I W

( ‘ Using environmentally friendly products
~ly Reducing, recycling and managing waste




WHO CAN APPLY?

Organisations managing Protected Areas

A
A
A
A
A
A

Parks authorities
Municipalities
Regions
National bodies
NGOs

Foundations
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SUSTAINABLE =~ =
PARTNERS IN
CHARTER AREAS -
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Sustainable partners

The engagement of local businesses is vital to the effective ™
development and management of sustainable tourism.

The overall requirements of EUROPARC for Part Il are that
recognisedourism businesseshould

w /[ 2YYAG (2 GKS QOAaAAgChartsihA 3 aAz2y |
w wStFGS (2 G§KS f 2 Olahdsapgoitiiel A y I 0 f S
implementation of thesustainable tourisnstrategy and action plan;

w 5SY2yaiN} S O2 YL} AdngsGstinabiityl K NB f
criteriaor certifications

w | @S GKSANI 2¢y & dza {dr thejf busirdesds zhat &
is agreed with the protectedreaauthority;

w alAydlAy Of 2aS NBf laga\altyodityarddLId & A
other businesses amstakeholdersengagedvith the Charter.

Part Il is only available to businesses in areaslthat been
awarded the Charter under Part |

Author: Ennio Billi, Artist: Sasso Simone, Simoncello Park (IT)
Fostering employment in local communities



Sustainable Tour operators T

Touroperators to commit to the Charter vision, mission an¢ s
principles and to demonstrate significant adherencegisis
to sustainability criteria in their own operations and Jil

management

Tour operators working under this framework will agrae
work in partnership with the authority responsible fothe
strategyin the protected area and the locdburist-service
providers.

Thiswill involveanalysing the compatibilityof its products
with the objectives of the areaThe visitoflow theyattract to
an area must respect and not damaitpe heritageresources
that the tourists come to see.

gty
i



EUROPA

Case Studies

EUROPEAN CHARTER

In Charter Areas v




Montsant Nature Park BTT Tralls
wdiditiropea

UENUTISIHIE
The "Via deMlontsant' is a circular mountain bike route of e atr : s
95 kmsthat is the result from the collaboration between - f JJ[_)J;;‘ I,J:;‘J
the company CostBoradaSport Nature and thdlontsant . A
Natural Park, which has received the support of the local
Municipalities, the Province (Tarragona) and the Regional
(CatalunyaTourism council.
¢ KS dMdntsantRSf S Ra (2 GKS SR3IS 2
of Montsant, through ancient paths as the path of the
Carthusiansieachingmonasteries located in emblematic
places full of spirituality.

Catalunya, Spain

More information:
Nature Sport Costdauradavww.naturaesport.com

ParqueNatural Sierra dé&/lontsant
http://www.gencat.cat/parcs/serra_montsant

http://parcsnaturals.gencat.cat/es/serrenontsant/visiteunos/equipaments_i_itineraris/itineraris/sm_itineraris_bicicleta/viat/bt



Route TransNevada

Sierra Nevada, Granada, Spain

TheTransnevad# a mountain bike circular route in
SierraNevadamainly along the perimeter slopes
delimiting National Park between 1,500 and 2,000
meters, with a total length of nearly 450 kilometers
(divided into 8 stages ranging between 45 and 80
kilometers).Most of the route runs along roads and dirt
tracks.It is awell marked route withseveral access

roads signposted from the main towns, and 11 routes a
day (between 16 and 36 kilometers) by some of the
most interesting corners.

SIERRA

® NE_\LAL)A
Transncvapa

Ruta para bicicleta de montana en el Espacio
Natural de Sierra Nevada

JUNTA O ARMDALUCIA " emetomm ©

COMEBBAA OF WEDD ANBENTY


http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/medioambiente/servtc5/ventana/paginas/transnevada/indexTransnevada.jsp
http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/medioambiente/servtc5/ventana/paginas/transnevada/indexTransnevada.jsp

LEYENDA N
Nicleos de poblacion ‘
[0 Parque Naturalde Siera Nevada )
I Parque Nacional de Sierra Nevada e
Accesos a Etapasy Rutas 4

*+««« Limite de provincia

Transnevapa

Grenada - Almeria

v

Pinos Genil

% 3 ree @ Etapa:GilarSiera- Lugos
% : @ Etapa2: Lugios - Abrigo de la Solana
5 @ Etapa 3:Abigo dela Solana- Cllado del Espino
@ Etapa 4 (Verano): Collado del Espino - Puerto de a Ragua
@ Etapa 4 (Invierno): Collado del Espino - Posada del los Arrieros
J @ Etapa 5 (Verano): Puerto della Ragua - Juviles
@ Etapa s (Inviemo): Posada del s Arieros - Jules
g @ Etapa6: uvies - Casa Forestalde Ciiar
. @ Etapay: Casa Forestal de Cofar - Dilar
@ Etapa 8: Dilar - Giéjar Sierra

Ruta A: Giéjar Sierra - Pefia Partida
Ruta B: Lanteira - Postero Alto - Lanteira

Ruta C: Abrucena - La Polarda

Ruta D: Laujar de Andarax - Loma Raspa - Laujar de Andarax
Ruta E: Bayércal - Laguna Seca

Ruta F: Vlor - Fuente de las Primeras Aguas

Ruta G: Yegen - Mecina Bombaron - Yegen

Ruta H: Capileira - Refugio Poqueira

Ruta I: Nigiielas - La Rinconada - Nigielas

@ Rutaj: Pértugos - Barranco Bermeo - Portugos

@ RutaK: Emita Pade Eterno - Puente Palo - Emita Padre Eterno

00000HNO8




Sierra de Espuna Regional Park

Murcia, Spain

TheEspubikeChallengehttp://espubike.com/eri
A 146 km route, 4,300 m ascent, 4 sections

Canyou follow the complete route@ C | tf@ S

OK'l f fYBuecanStart and finish at any point of
the itinerary. There are two possible ways of
following the route: either the free or the official one
GEspubikd K I f fc. Siy'tEeSézond case,
Espufaturisticg the organisatiorwhich manages

the route ¢ gives a jersey with the speckEspubike
design to those who have completed it. If you wish
to complete the official route, you should register in
the website and get your passport stamps at each of
the indicated checkpoints. You will obtain your
passport when you start the route at SieEapuna
Campsite in Berro.

a Parque Regional
) Sierra Espuia

i

ACTO DE'EFIRMA DE'.COMPROMISO

“Carta sobre,CiclismoiResponsableieniSierralEspunas



http://www.murcianatural.carm.es/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=c5fac584-4de2-40cb-86c1-e0720e1d40a4&groupId=14
http://www.murcianatural.carm.es/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=c5fac584-4de2-40cb-86c1-e0720e1d40a4&groupId=14

BTT Centers

Torreblanca, Valencia, Spain

BTT centerComunidadvalencianaSupported by
regional administration. They offer routes and
accommodations. Routes are in protected areas
or use old train tracks (called green tragcks



http://comunitatvalenciana.com/que-hacer/btt
http://comunitatvalenciana.com/que-hacer/btt
http://comunitatvalenciana.com/que-hacer/btt
http://comunitatvalenciana.com/que-hacer/btt

:
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Zona ZerdPirineos

Privateinitiative. Offer routes inside protected
areas(Parquenatural Sierra yCanonegsle
Guarg ParqueNacional deOrdesay Monte
Perdido

GeoParque Pyrenees Route

GeoParqueSobrarbe Parquegeolbdgicade los
Pirineos Offer routesgeoparksnformation,
accommodations. Supportdaly regional and
nationaladministration.

Centrobtt Bajotietar:

ParqueRegio_nal sierra dé&redos Offer routes,
accommodations. Supportday regional and
national administration

http://centrobttbajotietar.es/

ParqueNacional Sierra dé&uadarrama

Offerroutes, accommodations. Supportdaly
regional and national administration

http:// www.parquenacionalsierraguadarrama.es/
\tl)lt%lta/actlwdad/b|C|cletade-montana/106rutas-



http://www.bttpirineo.com/es
http://www.geoparquepirineos.com/contenidos.php?niv=1&cla=_2OA1CD0KM&cla2=_2OB01I8HQ&cla3=&tip=2&idi=1
http://centrobttbajotietar.es/
http://www.parquenacionalsierraguadarrama.es/visita/actividad/bicicleta-de-montana/106-rutas-btt
http://www.bttpirineo.com/es
http://www.bttpirineo.com/es

The working group on mountain races in Spanish Natural Parks

@ EUROPARC
| ' ESPANA
£Spani

GRUPO DE TRABAJO

“CARRERAS POR MONTANA EN LOS ESPACIOS NATURALES PROTEGIDOS

EUROPAR®painis coordinatinga working group on DEL ESTADO ESPANIOL”
mountain races in Spanish Natural Parks In the Versién 30 de marzo de 2016
working group key members are the Spanish
environmental administrations, the mountain
Federation, the University, environmental experts
consultantsandracers At the time being,it hasbeen
drafted a document on "Best practices for the
developmentof mountainracesin protectedareas.

DOCUMENTO DE TRABAJO

Guia de buenas practicas para el desarrollo de carreras por

montaifa en espacios naturales protegidos

javietgomezlimon@redeuropargrg

Con el apoyo de

Parcs
’ .. Naturals
Diputacié

Barcelona m

Con la colaboracion de

ety
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mailto:javier.gomezlimon@redeuroparc.org

Mountain Biking in Finnish Protected Areas

IMBA Europe Summitipril 2016
DevelopmentManagerVeikko Virkkunen
Parks &Wildlife Finland

Veikko Virkkunen : : METSAHALLITUS
Photo: Matti Mottonen / Metsahallitus



Parks & Wildlife Finland

follows MTB development

Dueto the increasingoopularityof MTB andisingdemandof
designatedrailsin protectedareas Parks &Vildlife Finlandhas
revisedthe policytowardsmountainbikingin protectedareas

CurrentlyP&WFhasa generallypermissiveapproach
towardsMTB

Identified benefitsof MTBare manifold, e.g:
promotion of physical mentaland sociahealth,

activatingnew target groupsinto outdoors(especially
physicallyinactiveyoungmaleg
economicabenefitsto tourism providers

However we shouldbe preparedandplanfor anticipatedrisks
(degradation socialconflictg andmonitor them actively

B METSAHALLITUS



Principles of Protected Arca
Management in Finland

Mountain biking in Finnish
protected areas 0 a few

principles and guidelines

G/ @0f Ay3 | YR Yaladegdiby pubficrighidf Ay 3 | NB
accessgenerally also in protected areas. They are usually
LIN} O0AOSR dzaAy3 SEAaGAY3I UNFAf &I NP

Mountain biking can cause erosioon hill slopes, fell areas, and
other vulnerable habitats, such as sandy heaths and rocky areas
with light vegetation cover.

Mountain bikers and other path users can generally use the same
routes, though on the busiest routes, mountain biking can be
restricted for security reasons.

If amanagement plans drawn up for a protected area,should
take [nountain bikers into accounand should inyolve enthusiasts i
YR Y2dzyil Ay O0A1Ay3a Ofdzoa Ay GKS LI

SourcePrinciples oProtectedArea Management in Finland
(2014) Parks &Wildlife Finland

METSAHALLITUS


https://www.google.fi/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiT1OXw7ufLAhUFpA4KHTeWB8MQFgguMAM&url=https://julkaisut.metsa.fi/assets/pdf/lp/Bsarja/b217.pdf&usg=AFQjCNE-7Jc4LNRtgZVvkpLwTrUT0V5Dmw&sig2=rhO8ME7DNVLE

Mountain biking offer in Finnish National y

Lemmenjoki

Parks 0 1

o o ) Pallas-Yllastunturi Urho Kekk
Possibilitiegor mountainbikingin Finlandare abundant O% . Karkallispuisto
dueto the S ¥ S NE nghty/vib@henablesacceson RO
mostnaturaltrails and pathways Pyhé-Luosto“r

| |
P&WFmanagesapproximately600kilometresof Riitararig @ Qulanka
designateccyclingtrails, mostof whichare intendedfor v
mountainbiking Newtrails areunderdevelopmentn by i
manyareas Perameri .
Trailcharacteristicdor protectedareas trails of natural Rokua
origin, longtrail distancesremote locationsand
wildernesslike surroundings Tilikkajarvi ~ Hiidshportt
. . . . pw gt Patvinsuo
MTBtrail offer in nationalparks(seemap) isfocusedon Pyhi-Hakki  Kolill
northern parksandtourismresortsin their vicinity. _ B fioliKonnevesi  Petkeljarvi
.. . . Kauhaneva-Pohjankangas H
PallasYllastunturiNational Park et gl S
. auhanvuori Helvetinjarvi M Kolove
Urho Kekkonen Nation&ark Seitseminen i B B M Linnansdari
PyhalLuostoNationalPark elkimeri B Isojarvi @l Leivonmaki )
oo . elkameri J_‘.i
Sy_(_)te Na_tlonaPark(casepresentec) Puuriiarvija oo B Tz?:f)a:;i B WRepov csi
Teijo NationaPark Kurjenrahka B gy ic ciirvi @ Valkaflisa
Teijo..Uk.S'o. B ltiinen _Suomenlahti_
B Saaristomeri [l m Sipoonkorpi

Veikko Virkkunen : Tammisaaren saaristo METSAHALLITUS



Syote National Park o
Enjoy an active break in the wooded
hills of the north

A EuropeanCharter forSustainabl&ourismmembersince2004,first in Finland
Approx 40 000visitsper year¢ we offer silenceand peaceof nature
A Main activities hiking, mountainbiking, crosscountryskiing snowshoewalking

\>\

A Keycomponentsof ECST in Syéte:
1. The Charter Forum

A Advisorybodyfor Syote NationaParkmanagement|inking stakeholdergogether
with the parkstaff Steeringgroupfor parkdevelopmentprojects

A Forumhasrecentlyemphasizedhe importanceof mountainbike development due
to customerfeedback andncreasen busineswiability

2. TheSustainablelourismDevelopmentStrategy(2011)
A Set amimto developdiverseand demandbasednature tourism products
A Thestrategywill be updatedin 20162017,strongemphasisn MTBdevelopment

Photo: PerttuLuomala Metsahallitus METSAHALLITUS




