
We are volunteers

Community Science
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Peak District National Park and 
South Pennine Moorlands

• Peak District is within 1 

hour’s drive for 20 million 

people (Alan’s Ramblings, 2004).

• Probably most visited 

moorlands worldwide with 

tradition of access across 

wide areas. 

• First UK National Park   

created in 1951. 



Priority habitat: Blanket bog



• Water and mineral source comes 

from rainwater, mist & cloud-cover 

(ombrotrophic). 

• Nutrient-poor and acidic, 

dominated by acid-loving plants, 

especially Sphagnum.

• 10–15 % global resource in UK.

• South Pennines represents most 

south-easterly occurrence in 

Europe.

Priority habitat: Blanket bog



Black Hill 2011

Priority habitat: Blanket bog

Black Hill 2005







Community Science aims:
• Monitoring climate change and it’s impact on the uplands of the South 

Pennine Moors and it’s wildlife.

• Focussing on indicators 

• Engaging and equipping volunteers to monitor these indicators across the 
landscape and for a long-time.

• Enable communities to find out about, get involved with and care about 
moorland conservation through data recording. 

Data collected will help to:

• Monitor changes in the physical environment.   

• Inform future conservation land management.



Community Science connecting people to nature 

MoorWILD
iRecord (www.brc.ac.uk/irecord) 

- verified by experts.

http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord


• Change in distribution?

• Mismatch of coat colour?

• Competition with Lepus europeaus?

Science from the community



Science from the community



Community Science connecting people to nature 



What can the data tell us?

• 30 transects

• 30 individual surveyors

• 123 transects walked

• 2600 bumblebees recorded
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Community Science connecting nature to nature 



UK climate indicators



South Pennines climate indicators

Predicted:

• hotter, drier summers

• warmer, wetter 

winters



South Pennines climate indicators



Wildlife survey 
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Engagement 
volunteer

Data     
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Wildlife 
surveyor
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Monitoring 
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Community Science 
connecting people to people 



Community Science 
connecting people to nature 
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Community Science 
Lessons & challenges

• Gaining momentum within funding timeframes



We are volunteers – gaining momentum 
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Community Science – gaining momentum

Engage with MoorCitizens on:



Community Science 
Lessons & challenges

• Gaining momentum 

• Flexibility 



Community Science 
Lessons & challenges

• Gaining momentum within funding timeframes

• Flexibility – communities / opportunities

• Core staff resource

• Sustainability

Wildlife 
survey trainer

Engagement 
volunteer

Data     
volunteer

Wildlife 
surveyor

Environment
Monitoring
volunteer



We are volunteers – up-skilling 
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F/T education

F/T employment

P/T employment

Retired

Self-employed

Unemployed

We are Community Science volunteers 

Community Science Annual Report 2015
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Volunteer Rangers

Conservation Volunteers

Community Science

Learning and Discovery team

Volunteer Youth Rangers

Local Access Forum

Access volunteers

We are 
Peak District National Park volunteers



MoorCitizens



www.moorsforthefuture .org .uk

MoorCitizens

Thank you 

Partner organisations


