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Protected Landscape Area

• declared in 1976

• located in North Bohemia, encompasses the area of 1063 km2

• protects natural as well as cultural heritage

• 34 Natura 2000 sites, 43 nationally protected sites

• 200 000 EUR/year = nature conservation budget

• state administration, land ownership

České středohoří PLA:

our medieval office



Protected Landscape Area

Dry grasslands: project LIFE+



Total budget: 1 395 196 €

Duration :  01/01/2011   - 31/03/2017

Implemented by : Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection

Project LIFE+ Steppes of the Louny region

Main goals:

Increase of public awareness and their interest and involvement in steppe 

conservation

Improvement of conservation status of steppe grasslands (250 ha) and 

species = introduction & long term support of suitable management



Management characteristics of dry grasslands 

of Louny region

• must be managed - natural occurence only on steep rocky slopes

• high species diversity (with high occurence of rare and 

endangered species) and low biomass production

• more or less isolated hills in a flat farm land



Current management issues

State farms closed in the end of the 20th century

grasslands started to overgrow with shrub and trees

traditional management (grazing) cannot start again without 

expensive shrub and tree elimination

Project LIFE+ covers the costs + allows us tu support local 

stakeholders in taking care of the grasslands

before after



Public tendering x contracts with landowners



SCI Oblík-Srdov-Brník: Municipality Libčeves



SCI Křížové vršky: Municipality Libčeves



SCI Křížové vršky: Municipality Libčeves



SCI Křížové vršky: Municipality Libčeves



Grazing

low nutritive value of grasslands 

= only sheep and goats can be 

grazed

eliminate sprouting shrub

spread herb seeds

grazing intensity can be 

easily managed:

grazing in fences 

x

free grazing with a working dog 



Small local farms

- have rented more land

- have increased the size of their 

herds

- usually prefer fenced grazing



Larger farms

- larger sites

- have rented/bought more land and 

most of it submitted in CAP scheme

- usually have more herds

- free grazing with working dogs



Black locust and black pine

Elimination of invasive species may bring conflicts with local
communities and hunters



Mowing and mulching



Mowing and mulching

Aviation club at the airport Raná

Farmer with CAP subsidies



Management gets also done by pilots



Mowing and mulching



Events for public and school children

Cooperation with

- local centres for environmental
education

- NGOs

- local farmers

- regional museums

- municipalities

- other state organisations







Děkujeme za pozornost

Autor:  Vlastislav Vlačiha

Thank you.

jana.ptackova@nature.cz



Protected Landscape Area

Forests: cooperation with the municipal

and state curators



Protected Landscape Area

Rivers, streams and flood plain forests: 

negotiation with municipalities and land planning

Spring  Snowflake



Protected Landscape Areav

Humid meadows (with Orchids): cooperation

with land owners and NGOs (free use of state land)

Carabus auratus



Protected Landscape Area

Ponds by Wildhogs Babiny 



Protected Landscape Area

…one year later

Triops cancriformis


