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Frankfurt	Zoological	Society
conserves wildlife and
ecosystems focusing on	
protected areas and
outstanding wild	places.
FZS	Mission
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Focus of FZS 
conservation work:

30 projects & programmes

13 Mio. Euro budget
2016

1 – Guyana
2 – Brasilien
3 – Peru
4 –
Kolumbien

1 – DR Kongo
2 – Äthiopien
3 – Tansania
4 – Sambia
5 – Simbabwe

1 – Deutschland
2 – Slowakei,     

Rumänien &     
Polen

3 – Belarus
4 – Ukraine
5 – Kasachstan

1 – Sumatra
2 – Vietnam
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Role of NGO sector and authorities (GO)

- National	parks
- Other	 large	nature reserves



5 Nationale Naturlandschaften

National	Parks

Administration	by
federal state

Administration	belongs
to ministry of
environment/forestry
or
even has the status of
an	own „ministry“
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Support of Wilderness initiatives by NGO
• For new national parks in Germany always the pressure from top-

down and bottom-up is needed (at the same time)
• Consulting service and small funds for voluntary associations

Daniel	Rosengren - FZS Karl	Friedrich	Sinner
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Large nature reserves
Administered by
federal state
(or municipality)

Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Königsbrück

Deutschland, Sachsen 

Synonym Königsbrücker Heide
Fläche 7363 ha
Stillgelegt   7363 ha
Militärisch genutzt   0 ha
Militärfl.-Typ Truppenübungsplatz
Nationales Naturerbe   0 ha

Details TK 25: 4648 Ortrand; 4649 Schwepnitz; 4749 Königsbrück; 4648 NO Ortrand; 4648 SO
Ponickau; 4649 SW Königsbrück; 4649 NO Grüngräbchen; 4649 SO Schwepnitz; 4649 SO
Jannowitz

Lage
NUTS 1
Länder

NUTS 2
Regierungs
bezirke

NUTS 3
Kreise

LAU 1
Verwaltungs
gemeinschaft
en

LAU 2
Gemeinden

Verwaltungsgebiet Anteil [%]  

DED SACHSEN  -  
DED2 Dresden  -  

DED24 Bautzen  -  
DED25 Mei¡en  -  
DED2B Kamenz  -  

14627290 Thiendorf  -  
14625270 Königsbrück, Stadt  -  
14625370 Neukirch  -  
14625550 Schwepnitz  -  

Mittelpunkts-
koordinaten

Breitengrad 51° 19' 30'' Längengrad 13° 52' 54''

Höhe [m NN] min 112 max 194 mittel -

Seite 1 von 2Naturschutz und Militär - www.naturstiftung.de/militaerdatenbank
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Potential for more ...

• There	 is	a	potential	 for	more	wilderness	 (according	to	the	NBS)	

• There	 is	a	political	responsibility	by	the	federal	 states	
according	to	their	national	strategies	 on	biodiversity



5 % aka 10 %-target 2 %-target

Recommendations on federal state level

- Only woodlands (representative)
- Small	areas (bigger 0,3	ha)

- Bigger areas (bigger 1.000	ha	/	500	ha)
- Several types of landscape

5%-target 2%-target???

O
laf M

eister
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Taunus in Hessen – 1.000 ha

First	steps	to	wilderness	 …

Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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NGO: joint forces for wilderness 

• Joint press releases/confrences
à wide medial reach and coverage

• Joint declarations on wildereness
à influence on the debate

• Joint and coordinated activities
à e.g. petitions, promotion, support of initiatives

We speak with one voice 
And we act on the ground …

18
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1999	
-

2011

Large nature reserves
Administered by private	NGO

esp.	on	former	military	training	grounds	/	mining	areas

Norbert	Guthier



20Norbert	Guthier
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digression:	http://www.naturstiftung.de/militaerdatenbank
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Legal	status of nature reserves
Some funded by public funds
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Legal	status of nature reserves
Funding by government
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Lieberose

Deutschland, Brandenburg 

Synonym Reicherskreuzer Heide
(Teilfläche)

Fläche 25750 ha
Stillgelegt   25750 ha
Militärisch genutzt   0 ha
Militärfl.-Typ Truppenübungsplatz
Nationales Naturerbe   0 ha

Details TK 25: 3952, 3953, 4050, 4051, 4052, 4053, 4151
Flächenausdehnung: W/O 28 km, N/S 12 km

Lage
NUTS 1
Länder

NUTS 2
Regierungs
bezirke

NUTS 3
Kreise

LAU 1
Verwaltungs
gemeinschaft
en

LAU 2
Gemeinden

Verwaltungsgebiet Anteil [%]  

DE4 BRANDENBURG  -  
DE41 Brandenburg - Nordost  -  
DE42 Brandenburg - Südwest  -  

DE415 Oder-Spree  -  
DE424 Dahme-Spreewald  -  
DE429 Spree-Nei¡e  -  

12067137 Friedland, Stadt  -  
12067137 Friedland, Stadt  -  
12067357 Neuzelle  -  
12061061 Byhleguhre-Byhlen  -  
12061224 Jamlitz  -  
12061308 Lieberose, Stadt  -  
12061450 Schwielochsee  -  
12061470 Spreewaldheide  -  

Seite 1 von 2Naturschutz und Militär - www.naturstiftung.de/militaerdatenbank
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+	Federal	State
+	private	Person

à Public	Private	Partnership for Wilderness
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS

Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Hohe Schrecke

Deutschland, Thüringen 

Synonym Lossa; Kölleda; Finne
Fläche 4920 ha
Stillgelegt   4920 ha
Militärisch genutzt   0 ha
Militärfl.-Typ Truppenübungsplatz
Nationales Naturerbe   0 ha

Details TK 25: 4734 Wiehe; 4733 Oberheldrungen; 4633 Artern (Unstrut)
Flächenabgrenzung im GIS: 4920 ha. Differenz zu recherchierten Angaben von 4926 ha; es liegt
jedoch keine entsprechende Karte/Umgrenzung vor.

Lage
NUTS 1
Länder

NUTS 2
Regierungs
bezirke

NUTS 3
Kreise

LAU 1
Verwaltungs
gemeinschaft
en

LAU 2
Gemeinden

Verwaltungsgebiet Anteil [%]  

DEG THÜRINGEN  -  
DEG0 Thüringen  -  

DEG0A Kyffhäuserkreis  -  
DEG0D Sömmerda  -  

16065013 Donndorf  -  
16065019 Gehofen  -  
16065031 Hauteroda  -  
16065052 Oberheldrungen  -  
16065081 Wiehe, Stadt  -  
16068018 Gro¡monra  -  
16068041 Ostramondra  -  

Mittelpunkts-
koordinaten

Breitengrad 51° 15' 32'' Längengrad 11° 20' 6''

Seite 1 von 2Naturschutz und Militär - www.naturstiftung.de/militaerdatenbank
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Thomas	Stephan
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project	of	NGO	(Naturstiftung DAVID)

funded	by	
- the	national	+	federal	state
- NGO	(FZS+BUND)	

Landowners	are
- Private	landlords
- Municipalities
- Federal	state
- NGO

Thomas	Stephan
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Thomas	Stephan
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Management of wilderness

Impact No	elimination Case	by	case	
approach

Regular	
elimination

Wildfire Management	 plan

Bark	beetle Only	in	buffer	
zone	(outside	of	
the	wilderness	
area)

Invasive	alien	
species

Management	 plan

Game	
management

Management	 plan
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Zones of wilderness

Core	zone:	
wilderness	 area	(according	 to	the	NBS)

Buffer	zone:	
• Development	 to	wilderness	 with	restoration/rewilding of	natural	

habitats	
• minimize	unwanted	impacts	on	the	surrounding	cultural	landscape	

(and	the	other	way	round)	

è General	approach	of	the	management	 of	a	wilderness	 area/wild	area	
should	be:
o Minimal	impact	on	the	ecosystem
o Minimize	unwanted	impacts	in	the	buffer	 zone
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Wildfire and invasive alien species

due	to	legal	obligations	case	by	case	approach	 is	necessary	
à Management	plan
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Bark beetle

no	management	 after	10	(30)	years
forest conversion

Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Game management

Wilderness	 approach	says	no	management,	but	…

…	Natural	forest	regeneration,	

…	minimize	unwanted	 impacts	on	the	surrounding	 landscape	 			
(due	 to	acceptance	of	the	wilderness	 approach)
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Daniel	Rosengren - FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Manuel	Schweiger- FZS
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Lessons learnt

è Be	brave	
è Facilitate	private	 initiatives:	Public	funding,	 legal	obligations
è Helpful	 running	projects	 together	 (GO/NGO,	forestry/nature	 conservation)
è Try	to	have	a	common	understanding	of	wilderness	 and	promote	it	

together
è Fears	and	reservations	 towards	wilderness	 on	all	levels:	

decision	makers	and	“the	people”
è Let	the	people	in	and	they	will	understand:	

acceptance	 raises	 in	the	region	when	the	project	 is	implemented
è Good	communication	is	necessary:	

fears	are	easily	spread	but	hard	to	take	away	again



Talk about wilderness

positive communication … 

• … between NGO and GO and

• …. in between NGO (common position papers on wilderness, 
common website, common press releases, coordinated 
activities, …) 

• Introduction of wilderness to a broader audience (press, 
media, website, image film)

• Use of multiplier 
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www.wildnis-in-deutschland.de
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Wilderness in Germany

Thank you for attention
Daniel	Rosengren - FZS


