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Private Natural Heritage Reserves (or RPPN as its acronym in Portuguese).

RPPN are created voluntarily and in perpetuity by landowners, through a formal designation by 
governmental agencies.

The RPPNs aim to protect biodiversity, recover natural landscapes, provide ecosystem services essential 
for human well-being, and offer research, education and recreation opportunities when owner's consent 
is obtained.

Activities such as management or extraction of natural resources, cutting of trees, agriculture, livestock 
production are prohibited. RPPN is a type of protected area very restrictive when it comes to its use.

In many cities, river basins or regions, the RPPN is the only existing protected area.

It has no size limit: the smallest has 0,4 hectares and the biggest 107.996,00 hectares. 
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The process of recognition can be done in both federal sphere or states sphere (not 
all Brazilian states recognize this). The legal process may take from 6 months to 3 
years (estimative).

The recognition depends on the documents that verify the proof of real property and 
also the area needs to prove that its natural resources justify the establishment of the 
PPA.

It may be established by physical or legal person, including religious institutions.
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK:

31 of January of 1990: Federal decree creates the RPPN.

July of 2000: National System of Protected Areas (SNUC). RPPN as one of 12 management categories and 
the first category to be regulated after federal law (april 2006). They are included in the official system 
complementing the role of public protected areas.
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PRIVATE RESERVES IN BRAZIL

Source: https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/0B_Gpf05aV2RrNHRvR3kwX2ppSUE/page/J7k - Available in august of 2017.   

https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/0B_Gpf05aV2RrNHRvR3kwX2ppSUE/page/J7k


BRAZILIAN BIOMES

BIOME Reserves Protected area

Amazônia 59 47.395,66 ha

Costeiros 12 4.418,29 ha

Caatinga 69 76.427,00 ha

Cerrado 213 163.232,89 ha

Pantanal 22 262.555,58 ha

Mata Atlântica 1.019 210.172,86 ha

Campos Sulinos 8 437,11 ha

TOTAL 1.402 764.639,39 ha
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THE MOVEMENT
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SUPPORT

... among others ...



WHAT WE DO?
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• ADVOCACY IN PARLIAMENT

• PUBLIC POLICIES

• NEW LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON RPPN FOR BETTER INCENTIVES

• LOCAL ACTIONS WITH GOVERNMENT AND OTHER PARTNERS

• REGIONAL MEETINGS WITH RPPN ASSOCIATIONS

• PROJECTS FOR CREATION OF NEW RPPNS AND TRAINING OF 
CURRENT OWNERS

• PARTICIPATION IN EVENTS AND CONGRESSES

• WORK WITH THE FUTURE GENERATIONS

• AND... PRESERVE THE HOLE PLACES...



RESOURCE OPORTUNITIES IN RPPN
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1
Admission fee for visiting (tourism, recreation, and 

environmental education)
X

2 Lodging X

3 Food sales X

4 Sale of products - physical and virtual stores X

5 Hosting events, courses and trainings X

6 Photo galery X X

7
Compensation due to environmental duties (Legal Reserve 

area)
X

8 Exemption of the payment of Rural Territory Property Tax X

9 Scientific research X X

N.º Classification Resource opportunities in RPPN

Resource 

Existing - 

functioning
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10 Payment for Environmental Services (income) X X X

11 Ecological tax return (Comercial Activities and Services Tax) X

12 Bioprospecting X X X

13 Sources of non-expansive or non-refundable resources X X

14 Marketing related to the private protected area cause X

15 Collective finance - crowdfunding X X

16 Volunteer Programs X X X X

17 Environmental Reserve Quotes (1 hectare = 1 quote) X

18 Carbon market credits X

19 Exemption for the payment of Urban Territory Tax X

20
Compensation for projects with significant environmental 

impact
X

21 Support plan to protect the RPPNs X X X

22 Transfering of the constructive potential X

Potential - with 

room for 

improvement

N.º Classification Resource opportunities in RPPN

Resource 
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RESOURCE OPORTUNITIES IN RPPN



SUSTAINABLE TOURISM PROGRAM
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1 - Raising Awareness – To break the geographical isolation of the 
owners; To seek related interest among them; To promote knowledge on 
sustainable tourism and harmonizing concepts; To disseminate principles 
and good practices; To identify interested owners and institutions to 
cooperate with the next stages of the program.

2 - Capacity Building – for [1] the RPPN owners (business conception and 
planning) and [2] the staff who work directly with the tourists (training of 
monitors, guides, hotel staff etc.).

3 - Commercialization – [1] credit lines to the projects (banks, funds and 
private incomes) and [2] website with the RPPN offers in several 
languages (lot’s of route options).

Currently: we are looking for financial resources (partners and sponsors) 
to start the program.



RPPN GIGANTE DO ITAGUARÉ – Cruzeiro / SP
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Mantiqueira Mountains: Classified as 
"Extremely High" priority for the conservation 
of biodiversity according to Ministry of 
Environment – MMA. Considered by IUCN as 
the eighth most irreplaceable protected area on 
the planet.
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The area has 487.24 hectares in total and 359.01 hectares of RPPN. It has an altitude variation of 
approximately 1.200 meters and, on the top, the “Pico do Itaguaré”, with 2.308 meters of altitude. It 
has about 40 springs that supply the Paraíba do Sul River, which in turn supplies the metropolitan 
region of Rio de Janeiro.
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RPPN GIGANTE DO ITAGUARÉ
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DO PRIVATES DO IT BETTER?
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Relation managers / hectare in private and public protected areas

Public protected areas in federal level = 76.000.000,00 hectares (bigger than the Spanish and 
Portuguese territory combined)

Ideal number of managers = 9.378 or 1 manager / 8.000 hectares
Real number of managers = 1.709 or 1 manager / 45.000 hectares

Source: Environmental Ministry, Brazil, 2009.

Private protected areas (2017) = 765.000 hectares to 1.402 RPPNs (bigger than the Canarias 
Island territory)

Considering that every RPPN has at least one person involved in its management (the owner), 
we can extract a gross average of 1 manager for every 550 hectares (+/- 80 times smaller).

Source: CNRPPN, Brazil, 2017.
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