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LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

In the Catalan legal framework we have 

two instruments that define strategies in 

this field: 

 

 Catalan Strategy for Adapting to 

Climate Change (ESCACC) horizon 

2013-2020 

 

 The Climate Change law passed on 

July 27th, 2017. 

ESPARC 2016. SOCIEDAD Y ÁREAS PROTEGIDAS. XIX CONGRESO EUROPARC-ESPAÑA 

http://canviclimatic.gencat.cat/web/.content/home/campanyes_i_comunicacio/pu

blicacions/publicacions_de_canvi_climatic/Planificacio_i_estrategies_cc/resum_

executiu_escacc_angles.pdf  
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Respecting Natural Protected Areas, Catalan Strategy for Adapting to Climate Change  

(ESCACC) horizon 2013-2020 provides a list of effects on natural systems to mitigate: 
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Respecting Natural Protected Areas, Catalan Strategy for Adapting to Climate Change  

(ESCACC) horizon 2013-2020 provides a list of action to mitigate: 
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Catalan Strategy for Adapting to Climate Change 

BIOVERSITY WATER 



Respecting Natural Protected Areas, the recently approved Climate Change Law provides 

for the identification of natural systems, territories and the most vulnerable economic 

sectors and the assessment of the impacts of climate change on planning and 

management measures for natural areas in Catalonia, preservation of ecological 

permeability and effectiveness of the payment policies for environmental services to 

encourage activities that maintain and improve ecosystem services: 

 

 To reduce the vulnerability of the population, socio-economic sectors and terrestrial 

ecosystems, and to reduce adverse impacts of climate change, as well as create 

and strengthen national capacities to respond to these impacts. 

 

 Adapt the productive sectors and incorporate the analysis of the resilience to climate 

change in the planning of the territories, activities, infrastructures and buildings. 
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Climate Change Law 
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MEASURES 

The preservation of ecological permeability and the non-fragmentation of habitats and natural 
systems, and the guarantee, in the planning and territorial incidence, of the connectivity 

The preservation of the natural environment and biodiversity with a structural element of 
environmental policy. 

The need to avoid proliferation in the natural environment of invasive species that could 
represent a of the autonomous ecosystems 

Evaluate the impacts of climate change on the planning and 
management mesures of natural forests to ensure the 

conservation of biodiversity. 

Make an inventory of the priority habitats and promote policies 
for the preservation of the prairies of marine phanerogams and 

of the other habitats with the capacity of storage CO2. 

Review the plans of management of the natural protected areas 
in the climate field 

 Set a new forest reserves destined for the natural dynamic 
area which is representative of the diversity of the forest 

ecosystems of Catalonia, focusing primarily on woodland and high 
natural value areas 

ACTIONS 

Climate Change Law 



Principal subjects in planning 

Some aspect to take in account when we plan 

protected areas are: 

 

 Coherence of planning action (systemic 

approach) *we are not alone - SCALE 

 

 Internal coherence of each plan (logical 

framework - Europarc.España) * 

 

 Adaptation of each plan to the changes 

(adaptive management) 

 

 Integral planning (planning and management) 

 

 Strengthening the evaluation of the objectives 

(monitoring plan) 
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Methodology to incorporate Climate Change in Plans 
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Nature 2000 sites in Europe 
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TERRITORIAL FRAMEWORK 

Protected Natural Areas in Catalonia – Cases study 
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CASES STUDY OF ADAPTATION ACTIONS 

1. MEDACC: Adapting the Mediterranean to climate change in three 

representative basins of Catalonia (L´Albera) 

 

2. Pletera: Desurbanization and recovery of ecological functionality in coastal 

systems (Medes – Montgrí - Baix Ter) 

 

3. Delta Lagoon: Restoration and habitat management in two coastal 

lagoons of the Ebre´s Delta (Delta de l´Ebre) 

 

4. Taxus: Improvement in conservation of european yew forests of Catalonia 

(Paraje de Poblet - Alta Garrotxa - Serres de Cardós - Llaberia) 
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MEDACC 

 Definition of new adaptation 

measures and implementation of 

some of them as pilot tests as water 

management scenarios. 

 Monitoring the effects of pilot 

testing in the three basins. 

 Divulgation of results in different 

networks and platforms. 

Demonstration and validation of innovative  methodology for regional climate change adaptation in the Mediterranean area 

 

ACTIONS 

 Monitoring  of adaptation measures in the forest management sector 

 Assessment of the main impacts of climate change and territorial 

vulnerabilities in the river basin. 

 Identification of those areas, systems and economic sectors most 

sensitive to climate change. 

 Diagnosis of what adaptation measures have been applied 

previously to the study basins and their effects. 
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MEDACC 

Demonstration and validation of innovative  methodology for regional climate change adaptation in the Mediterranean area 

 

In the forest of Requesens (Natural Place of 

National Interest of the Albera) are being applied 

different management treatments in the holm oak. 

The objective of the experimental tests is to see 

which type of management is most appropriate in 

the territory to make forests more resilient to the 

effect of climate change, particularly to the effects 

of drought and fire risk.  
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Pletera 

Building deconstruction and restoration of ecological functioning in the coastal systems 

Fartet - Spanish toothcarp (Aphanius iberus) 

Recovery of dune systems 

Kentish plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) 

Restoring of marsh systems 

 Improve the structure of wetlands 

 Stop the recoil of wetlands 

 Reduce the effects of climate change 

 Preventing the effects of sea level rise 

 Improve fartet habitat (endemic pupfish) 
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Pletera 
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Building deconstruction and restoration of ecological functioning in the coastal systems 



Pletera 
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Delta Lagoon 

Restoration and management of the habitat of two coastal lagoons in the Ebro Delta: L’Alfacada y La Tancada 

 

Main objective:  

Improve the ecological and hydrological 

connectivity of 2 lagoons with the implementation 

of restoration measures designed to mitigate the 

effects of regression of the sea and climate 

change and improve the status of priority habitats 

and species 

Resultado esperado:  

Increase resilience and adaptability of coastal 

lagoons to the effects of climate change, for 

example, sea level rise and coastal regression 

in a climate change context. 
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Delta Lagoon 

Restoration and management of the habitat of two coastal lagoons in the Ebro Delta: L’Alfacada y La Tancada 
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Taxus 

 Improvement in conservation of european yew forests of Catalonia 

 

Objetives: 

 Improve the ecological structure, resilience and functionality to increase maturity and 

heterogeneity. 

 Free the yew from competition with other plants. 

 Eradicate fungal diseases. 

 Restore yew forests with the planting of yew seedlings and other typical plants. 

 Favour the dispersal of the yew. 

 Improve the strength of the fire system. 

 Regulate the grazing of cattle. 
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Taxus 

Improvement in conservation of european yew forests of Catalonia 

 

 

 

Yew forests are declining in Mediterranean 

environments due to the following causes:  

 lack of regeneration due to intense herbivory of 

juvenile yews and lack of fructification, 

 interspecific competition for light and water with 

more competitive woody species, 

 genetic isolation, forest fires and lack of 

awareness.  

These problems can be aggravated by climate 

change. 
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Taxus 

Improvement in conservation of european yew forests of Catalonia 

 

 

 

The actions of the project 

 Elaboration of a specific conservation plan 

for the ecological restoration of the habitat. 

 Detailed silvicultural interventions to 

reduce competition with other woody 

species. 

 Punctual plantation of yew trees to reinforce 

populations with seed from the yew groups 

themselves. 

 Treatments against fungal diseases. 

 Dissemination of knowledge and 

environmental awareness. 
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Taxus 

Improvement in conservation of european yew forests of Catalonia 

 

 

 
The actions of the project 

 Elaboration of a specific conservation plan for the ecological 

restoration of the habitat. 

 Detailed silvicultural interventions to reduce competition with 

other woody species. 

 Punctual plantation of yew trees to reinforce populations with 

seed from the yew groups themselves. 

 Treatments against fungal diseases. 

 Dissemination of knowledge and environmental awareness. 
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Obrigado pela vossa atenção! 

Bedankt voor jullie aandacht! 

Tänan teid teie tähelepanu eest! 

Takk fyrir athygli þína! 

Köszönöm a figyelmet! 

Thanks you for you attention! 

Merci de votre attention! 

¡Muchas Gracias por su atención! 

Danke für ihre Aufmerksamkeit! 

Hvala na pozornosti!  

Děkujeme vám za pozornost! 

Благодаря ви за вниманието! 

Vă mulțumim pentru atenție! 
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