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We manage and protect 

Finland’s most valuable natural 

treasures in a responsible manner

 For the benefit of people and 

nature



Parks & Wildlife Finland

• Manages all state-owned protected areas, 

i.e. 18% of Finland’s surface area: 

• 40 national parks 

• 19 strict nature reserves 

• 6 national hiking areas 

• 12 wilderness areas in Lapland 

• almost 3,000 other protected areas 

• and cultural heritage sites:

ca. 350 protected buildings,

ca. 2,000 ancient sites.

Pallas-
Yllästunturi NP



Development of visitation numbers and surface

area of Finland’s national parks













Visitor monitoring

Visitor Information

Visitor Surveys Visitor Counting
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Wellbeing benefits perceived by visitors

Pallas-Yllästunturi NP

2016

(n=1879)

Evaluation, %

Totally
disagree

Some-
what

disagree

No 
opinion

Some-
what
agree

Totally
agree

Average

Increased social 

wellbeing
1 1 14 37 47 4,28

Increased psychological 

wellbeing
0 0 8 34 58 4,50

Increased physical 

wellbeing
0 0 6 29 64 4,56



National parks move 

people

• In Pallas-Yllästunturi National Park, 

visitors moved a total of about 10.2 

million kilometers in 2017 by their own 

power.

Roughly the same distance as 255 laps 

around the world.



Public health is improving

• According to visitor surveys in 2015-

2017, 87% of visitors to nature and 

history sites experienced that the visit 

had a fairly or very high impact on their 

health and wellbeing (n=11 323). 

• The average health and well-being 

effect of the visitors was 4.36 on a scale 

of 1-5.

• Visitors estimated their health and well-

being effects to around 100 euros per 

visit (median value).
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