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The social and
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ld Tourism Organization (WTO) proposes the

num number of people who can visit a tourist
n at the same time, without causing

Ictic n of the physical, economic, socio-cultural
—envirc _ ment and an unacceptable decrease in the quality
~  of vic Ll'OI" satisfaction”.
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- IhIS’definition has a series of components / dimensions:
-ecological-environmental, cultural, economic, psychological

(resident and tourist) that make its practical application difficult
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In the United Kingdom, the
Peak District National Park

is one of the most visited

national parks in the world,
12 M / year




Visitors‘onsnatural protected areas.

of visits / year received by Saniﬂl r'(ﬁmreasu!l""
_million. Slight growth in recent years.

tional parks currently receive about 15 M / year
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“The maximum level of visitors that a given area can
support with the least ecological impact and the highest

p055|ble level of satisfaction during the visit".
JL _',' : _-_E APPLICATIONS... WA )

- _ ural heritage:
-- =T otected areas (system of public use) B 7
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~ __*Beaches
* Gorges
* Diving...

® Cultural heritage:
* The Alhambra




Lof carrying capacity —

ate the overall value of the carM—#

rological and psych&m[,carrymg capacity is analyzed

_ ving capacity, number of visitors that a specific area can
d _’according to their own physical characteristics
. | -c'l'ifficulty of transit, etc.) and of the host facilities linked to

kmg, recreational areas, viewpoints, etc.).

~ —Intl ase of TRAILS, the methodology of Cifuentes (1992; 1999) is applied:
= > (DT TIT) pg
- Where, DG TV

DT: total distance of the trail.

DG: recommended average distance between groups (40 m).

TT: daily visit slot (about 8 h).

TV: average time dedicated to the visit.

PG: average number of people per group.









e formulz DTTT) pg
3 DG TV

T: total distance o?FH

DG: recommended average distance between groups (40 m).
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rage time dedicated to the visit.
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pacity of the Gorge of Masca
_(Tenerife Island i~

D the caIcuIatioﬁ:l‘:h,g.daily physical carrying capacity

.

ae of Mc ne data applied Ii \?F ™) s

_! g the data for the Gorge of Masca in the previous formula,

-

f ';{3physical carrying capacity of about 242 people/day

. Th is value was exceeded in 75% of the sampled days.










_ The coneept of carrying capacity

he perception of are obtained by crossing the survey

\ /o ta 0 many people and many people), with the real censuse;carried outon

*vehicles, in those same points (correlation analysis)

y =425,03x+ 79,035

N2 de personas/dia

0,00% 10,00% 20,00% 30,00% 40,00% 50,00% 60,00% 70,00% 80,00%

% de respuestas "demasiada gente" y "mucha gente en determinados
lugares”

To obtain the approximate data of psychological carrying capacity, the formula of the
regression line is replaced by the% of people who perceive "too many people" and

"many people in certain places"”, obtaining the Y value indicated by this maximum

value of visitors. In this case (Moncayo trail) = 185 visits / day.




Carryingicapacity of the Gorge of Masca
(Tenerife Island) _ —

B

th 8 case of Gorge of Masca, there is a positive correlation (R2 = 0.617) between

per éntage of people who say that there were "many people in all places + many

; 1€ nui f people counted during those same days
censuses carried out every half hour.
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0,00%
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Numero de personas censadas en el barranco de Masca durantelos dias de muestreo

The percentage of people who think they have met "many people in all places
+ many people in certain places" is 25%, we can determine the psychological

reception capacity of the Gorge of Masca around about 286 people per day.
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have to be interpreted as reference values an

o) tatic numi-érzus.thb'e revised, impacts
y visitors are very variable and there are several factors that
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of \ isitors, time spent in space, seasonality of the visit.

of r_ﬁeinbers of the groups
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of 2 c’tiwty, intensity, spatial distribution and mobility in the

'-lr"'-

. 2 .ﬁ ry
¥ '1'_”

- '_'_- " -='|

'_*' t |ty intensity

T
=

' =
;\/ Fragillty of the medium and ability to absorb impacts (resilience)

s

—.
i

~ In addition, this global value will make sense as long as it is accompanied by

sufficient management measures, and a plan to monitor the environmental
and social variables that guarantee its application.
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