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Natura 2000 network: Why are we 
proud of it?

 Established under the EU nature directives

 Largest coordinated network of protected sites in 
the world

 More than 27500 protected sites across the EU

 18% of EU territory and 9,5% of EU seas

 Human activities are not excluded - wider concept 
of conservation and sustainable use



Socio-economic benefits of the 
Natura 2000 network

 Wide range of benefits including tourism, 
recreation, education, knowledge, employment 
opportunities, social cohesion, health benefits, 
aesthetic pleasure etc…

 Key to create support for the network, including 
ensuring resources for its management



Natura 2000 Awards

NEW CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: 21 May 2019

• Conservation
• Socio-Economic 
Benefits
•Communication

• Reconciling Interests and 
Perceptions

• Cross-Border Cooperation 
and Networking

http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/nature
/natura2000/awards
/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/awards/index_en.htm


Examples of 2018 finalists

• European citizens’ award

• School of Nature , Portugal

• Finalist- socioeconomic 
benefits category

• Magic autumn at Ambroz
valley, Spain



EU action plan for nature, people & 
the economy

• 4 key priorities

• 15 Actions 

• More than 100 
measures

• Timeframe 2017-2019

• Key Actors: MS, COM, 
CoR,  EIB, EEA, 
Stakeholders

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness
_check/action_plan/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness_check/action_plan/index_en.htm


Overlap of World heritage sites 
with the Natura 2000 network
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MAP of WORLD HERITAGE SITES AND NATURA 20000 
 

 
 

 

The Natura 2000 site (yellow) is significantly 
bigger than the Cultural WHS site at Mont St 
Michel, France   

  

In total, almost half (ca 
170 sites) of all World 
Heritage Sites in the EU 
are  in, or within 2 km of, 
a Natura 2000. 

27 of the 29 natural and 
mixed World Heritage Sites in 
the EU overlap with Natura 
2000 sites. 

20% of the 336 cultural WHS 
in the EU, are located partly 
or fully in Natura 2000 

A further 75 cultural WHS are 
within walking distance of a 
Natura 2000 (2km).



Links of natural & cultural heritage

 Bring similar socio-economic benefits

 Subject to similar threats & pressures

 Face common challenges, e.g. lack of adequate 
financial resources

 Join forces- joint projects - a potential win-win

 Tackle common challenges

 Help find solutions to potential areas of conflict

 Increase chances of EU financial support



Examples of EU Funded projects

INTERREG

• Austria/ Slovenia :3 castles, 2 countries, 1 story : 
creating a sustainable cultural touristic destination in a 
cross border nature area 

EAFRD

• Finland : Sustainable 
Tourism Development 
Stategy in the Kvarken 
Archipelago WH/Natura 
2000 site 

Photo © istock



Examples of EU Funded projects
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Burren Tourism - Burren Tourism for Conservation 

 

The Burren area of the Republic of Ireland 

is an internationally renowned karst 
limestone area that supports a rich and 

diverse range of flora and fauna, 

archaeological monuments and traditional 
cultural practices. The pressures of 

tourism (congestion and the use of 

resources) on the area, however, are 
considerable. Its seasonal nature presents 

a particular challenge: 90% of tourism 

occurs in just three summer months. This 

concentration of tourists has serious 
implications for the environmental carrying 

capacity of the Burren.  

 
The 'Burren Tourism for Conservation' project aimed to strengthen the integration of tourism 

and natural heritage, and to reconcile tourism development with conservation of biodiversity 

and cultural assets. The project supported actions to strengthen the integration of tourism 

and conservation, to increase the capabilities of 100 companies in tourism conservation; 
and to improve the status of four monuments and three natural sites. Running between 

2012 and 2017, it had a budget of EUR 2.2 million, of which EUR 1.1 million was funded by 

the EU65 
 

 
 
5.3.2 ERDF and INTERREG 
 
The ERDF has funded a number of projects to restore and enhance natural and 
cultural assets, particularly in less developed regions of the EU, and to use these to 
promote tourism and economic development. 
 
ERDF Funding in Hungary – Increasing Nature and Heritage Tourism 

 
Priority Axis 6 of the Economic Development and Innovation Operational Programme for 

Hungary focuses on tourism, aiming to increase tourism-related spending on cultural and 

natural heritage sites, and involves ERDF funding totalling EUR 508 million over the 
2014-2020 period.  It aims to increase spending by international and national tourists by 

10%, and to increase the number of visitors to cultural and natural heritage sites to 

689,000 by 2018 and to 2.35 million by 2023.   
 

Measures to be funded will include development of networks of cultural and natural 

heritage sites of national or international importance (e.g. thematic routes); support for 

attractions of international significance (e.g. world heritage sites, castles, religious sites); 
interpretation of natural values as tourism attractions (national parks, Geoparks, world 

heritage sites); and promotion of health tourism sites66.  

 

 
 
 
 

																																																								
65http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4379	
66	https://www.minzp.sk/files/sekcia-ochranyprirodyakrajiny/medzinarodne-dohovory-spolupraca/hu-sk/schmidt_hungarian-
way-n2k-implementation-sk-hu_mo.pdf	

GeoparkLIFE project Burren
Tourism, Ireland
Reconcile tourism development 
with  the conservation of natural 
and cultural heritage

EMFF WildSea Atlantic Ocean 
Heritage Route 
develop the first European 
sustainable diving route and 
network of dive sites based on 
their natural and cultural heritage
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5.3.4 EMFF 
 
EMFF funded projects recognise the important cultural and ecological role of the 
fisheries sector, the cultural importance of seafood and its dependence on 
sustainable management of marine ecosystems, the interdependencies between 
marine cultural heritage and nature sites, and their joint role in supporting eco-
tourism and recreation. 
 
The Wildsea Atlantic Ocean Heritage Route - A dive into adventure 

 

Diving is a form of ecotourism based on a unique combination of marine nature and the 

maritime cultural heritage.  The “WAOH Route: A Dive into Adventure” project aims to 
develop the first European, Sustainable Diving Route and network connecting world-class 

diving sites from Portugal and Spain in the south to Ireland and the UK in the north.  

 
The Route will promote Europe’s 

5000 km of Atlantic, nautical 

coastline as a unique, transnational 
tourism itinerary and destination for 

divers & eco-tourists alike.  The 

WAOH Route will consist of world-

class “flagship” diving sites and 
destinations that will raise 

awareness of Europe’s Atlantic 

marine landscapes, wildlife habitats 
and cultural heritage (including 

archaeology, museums and 

gastronomy). It also aims to 
enhance synergies between 

watersports (diving, snorkelling and kayaking) and marine eco-tourism (including whale 

watching).   

 
The project does not focus specifically on Natura 2000, but the Route encompasses 

numerous marine Natura 2000 sites. The funds are being spent on actions to: raise 

awareness of diving opportunities linked to nature and marine heritage; develop new 
tourism products; develop a 3-year Strategy & Marketing Plan; build capacity amongst key 

destination management organizations and tourism SMEs; deliver criteria, guidelines and 

tools to foster, monitor and manage sustainable tourism; and enhance “Ocean literacy” 

and skills to apply best environmental practice in diving, snorkelling, kayaking and whale 
watching activities. The project runs between 2018 and 2019 and has a budget of EUR 

375,000, of which EUR 300,000 is funded by the EMFF70.  

 

 
 
5.3.5 EAFRD 
 
EAFRD provides substantial levels of support for both Natura 2000 and the cultural 
heritage. Most Natura 2000 sites supported by EAFRD have been influenced by 
human management, and therefore have a cultural dimension.  Agri-environment 
programmes play an important role in managing cultural landscapes, many of which 
lie within Natura 2000 areas as well as having heritage designations. Rural 
development plans often harness cultural and natural assets in order to promote 
tourism and enhance local branding and marketing.   

																																																								
70

 https://www.wildsea.eu/blog-en/waoh.html and https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/wildsea-atlantic-ocean-heritage-route-dive-

adventure 

Photo © naturepl.com



Key recommendations for a more 
integrated approach to natural 
and cultural heritage 
management

Integrated planning and management 

 Natura 2000 management plans as a 
starting point

 Appropriate Assessment procedure – a 
legal framework to evaluate the impact 
of plans or projects



Key recommendations for a more 
integrated approach to natural 
and cultural heritage 
management
Improve communication and dialogue
 Exchange information, identify areas of synergies 
 Raise awareness for socio-economic benefits and 

importance of natural and cultural heritage as part of 
wider sustainable development 

 Share experiences through good practice and capacity 
building



MORE INFORMATION

Go to : 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/
management/links_natural_cultural_heritage_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/award
s/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness
_check/action_plan/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/info/pubs/natura2
000nl_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/links_natural_cultural_heritage_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/awards/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness_check/action_plan/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/info/pubs/natura2000nl_en.htm


Thank you for your attention!
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Examples of WHS sites that overlap with N2000 
 

Meteora, Greece – a mixed WHS 

 

Meteora is an exceptional example of human 

interaction with the natural environment. In a region 
of almost inaccessible sandstone peaks, monks 

settled on these 'columns of the sky' from the 11th 

century onwards. Twenty-four monasteries were 

built, despite incredible difficulties, at the time of the 
great revival of the hermitic ideal in the 15th century. 

Their 16th-century frescoes mark a key stage in the 

development of post-Byzantine painting.  The site is 
also important for a range of threatened habitat types 

(constantly flowing Mediterranean rivers, pseudo-steppe with grasses to turkey- and sessile 

oak forests..) as well as rare bats and plant species, amongst others.  
 

 
 

City of Graz – Historic Centre and Schloss Eggenberg, Austria  - A Cultural WHS 

 
The Historic Centre Graz and Schloss Eggenberg 

represent a living heritage of a central European urban 

complex influenced by the secular presence of the 
Habsburgs. They are a harmonious blend of the 

architectural styles and artistic movements that have 

succeeded each other from the Middle Ages until the 18th 

century, from the many neighbouring regions of Central 
and Mediterranean Europe. .Schloss Eggenberg and its 

surrounding gardens are also included in Natura 2000. 

They are, amongst others, the last known wintering site in 
Austria of the highly threatened Greater Horseshoe Bat 

(Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) protected under the EU 

Habitats Directive. The presence of bats is now embraced 
as an opportunity to bring different audiences to the site, 

and its protection integrated in cultural site management 

 

 

 

The Danube Delta, Romania - A Natural WHS    

 

At the end of its great journey through Europe, 
the Danube River reaches its final destination 

on the Black Sea coast in eastern Romania. 

Here it transforms into a vast labarynth of water 
channels, floating islands, reedbeds, lakes, 

ancient forests, and shifting sandbanks. The 

only way around this immense water world is by 

boat but once inside a fantastic wildlife 
experience awaits. The Danube Delta is without 

exaggeration, Europe’s most spectacular 

wetland and one of the top 50 wetlands in the 
world. The wildlife is astounding especially in 

summer when hundreds of thousands of birds 

assemble here, many of which are threatened.   

 
Hortobagy, Hungary - A Cultural landscape WHS  

© Lorenzo Radu 

Photo © naturepl.com


