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Collect Conserve Use Breeding for uniformity

What impact on diversity on       

farmers’ fields and nature?

Diversity

CWRs



Biodiverse agricultural landscapes

in which cultivated land is

interspersed with uncultivated

areas such as woodlands, pastures

and wetlands have been, or are 

being, replaced by large areas of 

monoculture, farmed using large 

quantities of external inputs such

as pesticides, mineral fertilizers

and fossil fuels. (FAO, 2019)





Annette Schneegans

European Commission, DG AGRI 



9. Food security, sustainable agriculture 
and forestry, marine and maritime and 
inland water research and the 
bioeconomy

• “ to contribute to securing sufficient supplies of safe, 

healthy and high quality food and other bio-based 

products, by developing productive, sustainable and 

resource-efficient primary production systems, 

fostering related ecosystem services and the recovery 

of biological diversity, alongside competitive and low 

carbon supply chains.”

General objective



10

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/a
gri-eip/files/eip-agri_brochure_multi-
actor_projects_2017_en_web.pdf

The concept of 
“multi-actor approach”, a 
practical translation of the 
interactive innovation,

Concept introduced for the 
first time in the Horizon 2020 
work programme 2014-2015 

under the Societal challenge 
addressing agriculture and 
forestry



https://www.geneticresources.eu

The aim of PAI was to deliver inputs on how to improve

communication, knowledge exchange and networking among all the 

actors potentially interested in activities related to the conservation

of genetic resources in agriculture. 

The objective of PAII was to better understand the stakes of 

European neglected genetic resources in agriculture and to tap onto

their economic potential. PAII provided inspiring examples of how

to make the conservation and encourage farmers and other

stakeholders to engage in similar projects across the EU.

Preparatory Actions I & II

https://www.geneticresources.eu/
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New actors for new 

agricultures



NEW RENAISSANCE..

Why Who What Where When



Why

Demand driven 

factors

Agronomic 

factors

Environmental 

aspects

Social 

dimension

Rejection of conventional

agriculture and the need of

repositioning agricultural

production in its social

environment and landscape



Who

Multi-actor

Scientists

Institutions

Collective 

organisation

Role of free actors! (innovation

brokers)



What

Distinctive 

characteristics

Farming 

systems

Nutritional 

qualities

Traditional 

processing

Diversity!



Where

Locality 
(art de la 
localité)

Cultural 
heritage

Niche market

Linkages with 
the specific 

territory

Embedded in places!



When

From project to 

process based

Link with 

tradition/

past

The implementation of 

the initiatives is  often 

a secondary activity

Takes time !

Relation with time is the key point

in the process of valorisation (e.g.

time for being traditional, time for

the local development process)



New relationships/alliance between agriculture and 

nature actors

Natural parks should be areas where experimenting innovative 

policies and practices on farming, to be then applied outside these

areas…



Those who are not afraid of hunger, are afraid of food

E. Galeano
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