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• Latest report on natural & cultural heritage in 
Natura 2000

• Scoping study on tourism and recreational 
activities in Natura 2000

• Next steps



Natural and Cultural Heritage in Europe:

Working together within 
Natura 2000

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/manage
ment/pdf/Natural_and_Cultural_Heritage_report_2019_WEB.pdf
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Contents of the report

• Spatial overlaps between natural and cultural 
heritage sites in the EU – Natura 2000 and 
UNESCO World Heritage sites

• Common socio-economic benefits, threats and 
challenges

• EU funding opportunities for joint initiatives

• Recommendations for integrated management
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1.2 Linking natural and cultural heritage 
 
The term ‘heritage’ tends to evoke first and foremost the traditional concept of built 
cultural heritage:  impressive monuments and stunning works of art (paintings, 
literature, music etc..) or archaeological sites, museums, forts and palaces, even 
modern industrial sites.  But this is, in fact, just the tip of the iceberg.  
 
Europe is also endowed with a myriad other less tangible forms of cultural heritage, 
such as local arts and crafts, products (cheese, sausages and other local produce), 
knowledge, skills, spiritual beliefs and folklore that are deeply rooted in our sense of 
identity and that have been passed down for generations. This immensely diverse 
cultural heritage is interwoven with our rich and equally diverse natural heritage.  
 
Traditionally, natural and cultural heritage have been seen as completely distinct 
from one another, and sometimes even as antagonists. Some have expressed the 
view that ‘Nature ends where culture begins’. Indeed, the transition from nature to 
culture is not always easy to define: nature could mean all that exists naturally 
whereas culture only includes items that have been created by man. In practice 
though, heritage is a much more complex concept in which the two are closely 
interlinked and, to a great extent, inseparable.  
 
In recent years, there has been increasing recognition of the value of both Europe’s 
natural heritage as well as its cultural heritage, not just for their own intrinsic worth, 
but also for the important role they can play in modern society and in building a 
more sustainable, equitable and greener economy. It has also become increasingly 
evident that they face similar challenges and threats. 
 

 

 

 
 

Europe’s landscapes are heavily influenced by centuries of diverse land uses  



Actions funded by EU funds

• developing and implementing management plans

• restoration work

• providing visitor infrastructure

• promoting and managing tourism & education

• awareness raising

• enhancing regional identity

• supporting local sustainable development



Examples of EU funded projects

INTERREG

• Austria/ Slovenia :3 castles, 2 countries, 1 story : 
creating a sustainable cultural touristic destination in a 
cross border nature area 

EMFF 
• Wild Sea Atlantic 

Ocean Heritage Route: 
develop the first 
European sustainable 
diving route and network 
of dive sites based on 
their natural and cultural 
heritage
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5.3.4 EMFF 
 
EMFF funded projects recognise the important cultural and ecological role of the 
fisheries sector, the cultural importance of seafood and its dependence on 
sustainable management of marine ecosystems, the interdependencies between 
marine cultural heritage and nature sites, and their joint role in supporting eco-
tourism and recreation. 
 
The Wildsea Atlantic Ocean Heritage Route - A dive into adventure 

 

Diving is a form of ecotourism based on a unique combination of marine nature and the 

maritime cultural heritage.  The “WAOH Route: A Dive into Adventure” project aims to 
develop the first European, Sustainable Diving Route and network connecting world-class 

diving sites from Portugal and Spain in the south to Ireland and the UK in the north.  

 
The Route will promote Europe’s 

5000 km of Atlantic, nautical 

coastline as a unique, transnational 
tourism itinerary and destination for 

divers & eco-tourists alike.  The 

WAOH Route will consist of world-

class “flagship” diving sites and 
destinations that will raise 

awareness of Europe’s Atlantic 

marine landscapes, wildlife habitats 
and cultural heritage (including 

archaeology, museums and 

gastronomy). It also aims to 
enhance synergies between 

watersports (diving, snorkelling and kayaking) and marine eco-tourism (including whale 

watching).   

 
The project does not focus specifically on Natura 2000, but the Route encompasses 

numerous marine Natura 2000 sites. The funds are being spent on actions to: raise 

awareness of diving opportunities linked to nature and marine heritage; develop new 
tourism products; develop a 3-year Strategy & Marketing Plan; build capacity amongst key 

destination management organizations and tourism SMEs; deliver criteria, guidelines and 

tools to foster, monitor and manage sustainable tourism; and enhance “Ocean literacy” 

and skills to apply best environmental practice in diving, snorkelling, kayaking and whale 
watching activities. The project runs between 2018 and 2019 and has a budget of EUR 

375,000, of which EUR 300,000 is funded by the EMFF70.  

 

 
 
5.3.5 EAFRD 
 
EAFRD provides substantial levels of support for both Natura 2000 and the cultural 
heritage. Most Natura 2000 sites supported by EAFRD have been influenced by 
human management, and therefore have a cultural dimension.  Agri-environment 
programmes play an important role in managing cultural landscapes, many of which 
lie within Natura 2000 areas as well as having heritage designations. Rural 
development plans often harness cultural and natural assets in order to promote 
tourism and enhance local branding and marketing.   
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 https://www.wildsea.eu/blog-en/waoh.html and https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/wildsea-atlantic-ocean-heritage-route-dive-

adventure 
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Scoping study on tourism and 
recreational activities in Natura 2000

• Overview of the elements to consider in the 
promotion and management of tourism and 
recreational activities in Natura 2000

• Explores the possibility of preparing a new 
document that could guide the planning and 
development of tourism and recreational 
activities in Natura 2000



Findings

• Many initiatives (guidelines, regulations, certification schemes, 
best practices, etc) promoting sustainable tourism in Natura 2000 
are available across the EU

• Natura 2000 sites offer great opportunities for tourism and 
outdoor recreation – need to properly manage these activities

• Tourism and recreation activities (including leisure and sports) 
definitions in Natura 2000 are not consistent across EU - No 
aggregated data of tourism and recreation activities at the EU 
level

• No systematic approach or tools to evaluate and manage tourism 
impacts on Natura 2000.

• Sustainable tourism and recreation activities in Natura 2000 have 
been funded under all the main EU programmes (ERDF, EAFRD, 
EMFF, LIFE, NCFF, Horizon 2020, etc.)



Next steps – first phase

• A series of reports by the end of 2019:

• Focus on habitats and species most affected by 
tourism & recreation based on the reporting under 
the Birds and Habitats Directives + relevant 
solutions 

• monitoring of tourism and recreation activities in 
Natura 2000

• Assessment of carrying capacity

• EU funding  for management and regulation of 
tourism and recreational activities in Natura 2000



Next steps – second phase in 2020

Develop a guidance 
document on the 
management of tourism 
and recreation in Natura 
2000 in close 
cooperation with 
relevant stakeholders



Thank you!


