
The MEDSEALITTER project (2017-2019)
Developing Mediterranean-specific protocols to protect biodiversity from 

litter impact at basin and local MPAs scales.

Odei Garcia-Garin

odei.garcia@ub.edu

University of Barcelona

November 10th 2020



- To protect and promote Mediterranean natural and cultural

resources

- To maintain biodiversity and natural ecosystems through

strengthening the management and networking of Marine

Protected Areas (MPAs)

→ Developing Mediterranean-specific protocols to protect

biodiversity from litter impact at basin and local MPAs scales

→ Studying and testing new techniques to monitor marine

litter and its impacts in the Mediterranean Sea

Objectives



The MEDSEALITTER project: 

How it fits within The Circular Economy Action Plan – The European Green Deal?



Legislative requirements

Monitoring programmes should collect information on:

• Amount, distribution and composition

• Rates and sources

• Variations

• Impacts

FMML monitoring is indeed functional to:

• Trends

• Accumulation areas and sources

• Assess changes

• Risks and mitigation policies



Variables and covariates



Monitoring of marine litter in MPAs, the MEDSEALITTER experience:
1) Monitoring of floating marine litter by drones 



Monitoring of marine litter in MPAs, the MEDSEALITTER experience:
→ Monitoring of floating marine litter by drones 



Monitoring of marine litter in MPAs, the MEDSEALITTER experience:
2) Monitoring of floating marine litter by medium and small size vessels 



Monitoring of marine litter in MPAs, the MEDSEALITTER experience:

3) The bogue (Boops boops) as a bioindicator of microplastic pollution



The MEDSEALITTER project: 

Training and transferring

→ Training and Transferring workshops addressed to Mediterranean

MPAs and stakeholders

→ Protocol subscription and application to current monitoring plans;

baseline for revision of the EU guidance on marine litter monitoring in

European Seas



The take-home message

→ The MEDSEALITTER project developed standard monitoring

protocols to protect biodiversity from litter impact

→ The monitoring of marine litter is essential to evaluate

risks and mitigation policies. Furthermore, to understand the

possible sources and pathways through the environment and to

promote new legislative initiatives against plastics

→ The MPA managers are the key component to conduct a

regular marine litter monitoring within the Marine Protected

Areas
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