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Source: 
State of the Environment 2011-2014

https://environnement.brussels/etat-de-lenvironnement/rapport-2011-2014


Weakness of existing nature 
strategy



Green spaces covering about 50% of 
the region. Yes, but…



THE RECENT « NATURE LAYER » HAS TO 
FIND HIS PLACE…



… WITH A BRUSSELS ECOLOGICAL
NETWORK STILL NOT MANDATORY…
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1. Improve access to nature for 
the people 
2. Consolidate the regional 
green network
3. Integrate nature issues into 
plans and projects
4. Extend and strengthen the 
ecological management of 
green spaces 
5. Reconcile the need to 
accommodate wildlife with 
urban development 
6. Raise awareness and 
mobilise the people of Brussels 
in favour of nature and 
biodiversity
7. Improve governance in the 
field of nature



… AND WITHIN OLDER URBANISTIC
REGULATION NOT AUTOMATICALLY
« NATURE ORIENTED »
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Regional Urbanistic regulation
 More demographic oriented
 Low protection status (green roofs if > 100m2, trees and hedge

protection for « inside garden », etc.)
Soil use regulation
 Green spaces and areas of high biological value protected
 For the rest, nothing mandatory (promotion of landscape and 

biodiversity value, etc.) and nothing quantitative
Patrimonial regulation
 Remarkable trees protected
 Green areas of landscape and nature value classified (Royal Park, 

Egmont Park, etc.) = green network reinforced



AND THE STILL ONGOING AND 
INCREASING HUMAN PRESSURE FOR 
ACCESSIBILITY TO GREEN AREAS
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SO BRUSSELS DECIDED TO OPT FOR:

 The elaboration of an urbanistic common language in order to 
promote nature (i.e. technical prescriptions inserted into urban call 
for tenders)

 Practical and ready to use tools to implement nature solution for 
designers (Be Sustainable tool, CBS+)

 Signature of voluntary agreements + incentives with the most
representative public land owners to promote nature connectivity
and set examples

10



QUESTIONS FOR BREAKING SESSION
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What innovative tools/methodology are available in your
country for mainstreaming Nature into other regulation ?

What is the best way to mainstream Nature into other
politics ? 



Thank you!
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