
Sustainable Development Goals the way to a better future 
for nature and people

What should protected Areas do?

Christoph Mathias, Institute for Rural Development Research

Europarc Federation Webinar

28 October 2021

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Thank you very much
My name is Christoph Mathias, I am a researcher at the Institute for Rural Development Research in Frankfurt, Germany and I will talk about the SDG.imp project.
Adopted in 2015 by all nations, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development provides a common framework for sustainable Development. At the core of the 2030 Agenda are 17 Sustainable Development Goals called SDGs and 169 Targets. Now, if protected areas claim to be model regions for sustainable development, they are asked to develop and test approaches to implement the SDGs. 
When we talk about Sustainable Development in protected areas we all think of something. But when we take a closer look, our thoughts about sustainability might differ from one another. 
So the idea of our project is to develop a learning platform and decision support materials for protected area administrations in Europe and businesses and civil society organisations within protected areas. We want to target specifically UNESCO biosphere reserves, nature parks, UNESCO geoparks but also national parks. When I say national park in the context of this project I also mean the surrounding areas, where most of the actual development activities take place whether or not there is an institutionalized national park region.
Our consortium includes seven members from five different countries: One protected areas, three different institutes, one regional development agency which working with regional and national parks, one adult education organisation and we are happy to have the Europarc Federation also on board.
The project is funded by the Erasmus+ Program by the EU.
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Map: 2016 Environmental Performance Index (EPI) - Scientific 
Figure on ResearchGate. Available from: 
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Marine-and-terrestrial-
protected-areas-cover-many-areas-in-Europe-although-many-
are_fig13_309417857 [accessed 4 Oct, 2021]
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Output 1: Learning modules

One module for each SDG introducing
• the SDGs and the most relevant targets for PAs
• major issues in the field of the respective SDG
• target group specific solutions
• best practice examples
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We have developed one learning module for each SDG.
Each module consists of about 30 slides and is structured as follows:
First, we introduce the SDGs and its targets. We distinct between targets more and less relevant for protected areas. With some targets that is very simple, for example if a targets relate to the national level or the global south, it is obviously less relevant to European Protected Areas.
Second, we present major issues related to the SDG and connect them to protected areas.
And at last we present target-group specific solutions and best-practice examples. They show that many solutions cannot be implemented only by the protected area administration alone. Therefore, we included activities to be implemented by businesses, by municipalities or civil society organisation. 
In our download section you can download all SDG modules
This means you can use the materials to learn online or offline.
You can use it in presentations about one or severall SDGs online or offline.
And you can use it for inspiration and information, looking up things, collecting ideas and preparing your stakeholder meetings.
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Output 2: Decision Support Materials
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Four tools for sustainable decision-making
• Guideline for developing a sustainability strategy 

and action fiche
• Sustainability check for projects
• Check for the implementation of SDGs
• Check for strategic municipal decisions
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Additionally, we want to make working with stakeholders easier.
Therefore, we developed a guideline about how to get from defining an issue to action.
We developed a test to check how sustainable projects are. If you use it before the project implementation, you can improve your project idea. If you use it after, you can assess its contributions to sustainable development.
We have an evaluation for regarding the specific SDGs in order to assess your contributions to the individual SDGs
And we have a form for municipalities to evaluate council or working group decisions regarding severals sustainability aspects including the SDGs.
All tools include different guiding questions and come with hints how to use them. However, all materials are free to share and should be adapted to your specific context.
I want to stop at this point and invite you to check out our webpage where we upload these materials until the end of the month. Thank you very much
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