
Setting the scenes

EUROPARC WEBINAR

16/11/2021

Creating bee-friendly cities.

Etienne Aulotte
GREEN SPACES DIVISION

NATURE & AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT



COMPLEXITY OF URBAN AREAS

161 km²
19 municipalities
1.200.000 inhabitants
Dense traffic infrastructure
Fragmentation of habitats
Pressure on green areas (50% of total 
areas but 50% are private)
Unequal distribution of green areas



Pollinators@Brussels is inspired by EU strategy = A 
need to scale-up current EU iniatives, boost
networking and develop scientific knowledge
• EU Pollinators Initiative (2020)
- Improving knowledge of pollinator decline, its causes and consequences
- Tackling the causes of pollinator decline
- Raising awareness, engaging society-at-large and promoting collaboration
• EU Pollinators information HIVE
• Further developping scientific knowledge
• Further developping guidance, best practices, frame document for national and regional strategy



OUR STRATEGY NEED TO BE THE 
CORNER STONES OF VARIOUS
REGIONAL STRATEGIES

Programme 
Pesticides  
Pesticideprogramma

Plan Nature
Natuurplan

Stratégie 
Good Food-

strategie



OUR STRATEGY NEED TO ANSWER THIS
QUESTION : BEEHIVES: HOW MANY IS
TOO MANY?
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OUR STRATEGY NEED TO BE
HOLISTIC (ECOSYSTEM APPROACH
VERSUS A SINGLE ENTRY DOOR



A 3 PILARS STRATEGY

Knowing Awareness

Act

Streetbees



BRUSSELS STRATEGY FIRST PILLAR WILL BE BUILT ON A 
TRIANGULAR KNOWLEDGE

= or  ?
Hives

Honeybee population

 ?
Green spaces/(community) 

gardens/wastelands
Food resources

= or  ? 
Wild bees populations  

Diseases transmission 

Food competition

Modifications in vegetal communities

Cadastre
Inventory

Evaluation
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