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We are living in a time of decision.
About the future of human kind as
we know it.






We are facing a disaster of unspoken
sufferings for enormous amounts of
people.

And now is not the time for speaking
politely or focusing on what we can or
cannot say. Now is the time to speak
clearly.
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The IPCC and
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| want you to act as you would
In a crisis. | want you to act as
if our house is on fire.
Because it is.

Greta Thunberg



How to break the waIIs of Iles greed
denial and dlscouragement’? 3
How to regain optimism and enérgy for
positive change?



This a complex question.
Strengthening people's connection
with "real™ nature and love of life are
crucial to grow motivation, courage
and mobilisation for positive change.



However ‘many peopIe are perplexed
fearful or in denial about the crisis.
~And they are victims of lies and toxm ]
dlsmformatlon spread by somal media

trolls and manl|0u|atl0n campalgns s

p—

--";.drlven by power and money mterests












(with its confere! |
and did not reach the more or les
precarious reality of most people's
lives.



Business interest groups succeeded
for a long time in sowing doubts about

the scientificfact base for the urgency
and threatening nature of ecological
problems. //

This undermined and slowed dexyn

hecessa olitical measures.
7P




T he worsening ecological crisis
reached a dimension of
psychological threat that caused
many people to experience loss
of control and' powerlessness.
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Denial and escapism into other
realities - such as the fake
happiness of consumer
addiction or or conspiracy
theories - are the resulit.



The algorithm-
the social web fuels hatred and fear, .
belief in conspiracies, mistrust and

aggressive, desolidarized behavior.

-

Mistrust and even rejection o

and democracy in parts of the
populatibg is the result. -




. fets of interest and
ideological blockades:

- Land owners / users often

- fundamentally reject nature
.conservation.
Because they feel dispossessed or
disrespected (due to lack of
compensation).



‘*‘ artly unclear what

e previ s accepted as the factual
basis for decisions: .\ « S
Facts verified by science: and medla —
communication based on '
transparency, check and re-check WV
that respects moral prlnmples
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It is not much use creatlng o e e
increasingly sophisticated, techle*‘ =
targeted communlcatlons system if we };;..
fail to respond to the fact thatweare

.'ﬁ
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‘Business as usual is over.
- We have to be honest, courageous
and outspoken even more.



We need to take real action to mitigate
the crisis. And defend protected areas

against new hotel complexes, cable cars,
roads or dams ...

PREVIOUS STATE




We need to speak truth and debunk
fake solutions such as logging

W (protected) forests and burning woo
- biomass - adding CO2 to the

- atmosphere.
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‘Logging of old-growth forests in Natura
2000 sites is widespread in EU (eg.
Romania) - and must end.

Otherwise, the EU Biodiversity Strategy

will lose its foundation and credibility.
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Sure. Through audience centered
communication.

Building on courage. Honesty.
‘Cooperation. Empathy. Directness.
Clarity.
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We nead to avoid jargon and biology
‘lessons whenf’ talking about conservatl""’i;i
issues - and should plck up peopl_m,mth

- stories of fascination and magic.
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- And speak clear words about the confllcts
~and stand agalnst manlpulatlon and Iles
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We need to work even more
imaginatively and with catchy images
to win people’s hearts.

As much as possible.

By showing the beauty ...






&We are children of nature.
~ Even if many think shopping centers cars
and comfy living rooms are their only true

,,habltat“ 51
But nature is the world we have mhablted
for most of our genesis as a spemes
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The contact with wild nature and the
sharpening of our senses to perceive its
- soul also opens hearts for nature
conservation.

And perhaps also for aspects such as
=cooperation, empathy, honesty and
solidarity.
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Iseltrail / East Tyrol: Nature experience,
nature conservation and regional
development

Genusswandern

am langsten noch frei
flieRenden Gletscherfluss
der Alpen -

einzigartige Erlebnisroute in 5 Etappen

Das Naturwunder Isel
Nur wenige groBe Fliisse in den Alpen kénnen heute noch frei
flieBen und sind intréchtigt von Die Isel
in Osttirol zahit neben dem Lech in Nordtirol und dem Tag-
liamento in Friaul/ltalien zu diesen letzten groBen alpinen
Wildfliissen Mitteleuropas. Nirgendwo ist ihre Wasserfiille fiir
energiewirtschaftliche Zwecke gestaut oder in Kraftwerke ab-
geleitet. Uber weite Strecken weist die Isel daher einen un-
il sich stetig veral ; mit einer
besonderen Vielfalt an seltenen Lebensgemeinschaften und
Arten auf. Das macht das einzigartige Naturerlebnis aus.

Gletscherfliisse sind anders

Die Wasserfiihrung der Isel schwankt je nach Tages- oder Jah-
reszeit deutlich, dngig von der Spend
durch die im Ei iet. In den

ten zeigt die der Isel einen typi Tages-
gang: An einem kiihlen Morgen flieBt viel weniger Wasser als
am Abend, weil der Gletscher weniger stark auftaut. Am frii-
hen i ist die i am

hingegen am stérksten, das Eis rinnt dahin. Im Fall der Isel
erreicht das Schmelzwasser erst am friihen Abend die Talla-
gen und trifft in der Nacht bei der Miindung der Isel in Lienz
ein. Doch die Kii i lasst die an sich
schwinden. Immer haufiger Niedrigwasser auch in den Som-
mermonaten ist die Folge.

Dynamischer Flussranm

Die i I a i bestén-
dig die Schottermassen und schaffen so stets neue Inseln,

dnke und L iche. Dabei

neue L a die wieder besil werden. Diese Pio-
i il fiir eine Reihe von selte-
nen, Tier- und F - wie
die iske (Myricaria ji Sie kommt
als einzige ihrer Gattung in Mitteleuropa vor. Friiher war sie
an unseren Fliissen weit verbreitet. Heute ist sie eine Raritat.
Da sie sehr lichtbediirftig ist, Weiden und Erlen sie aber
leicht iiberwuchern, kann sie sich auf Dauer nur dort halten,
wo durch die Umlagerungsarbeit von Fliissen immer wieder
neue Sand- und Schotterbénke entstehen.

Rare Urspriinglichkeit

Mit ihren Zubringern bildet die Isel ein riesiges urspriingli-
ches Gewiassersystem. Auch viele ihrer Zufliisse sind wei
gehend i eine G: tie fiir reinste litat.
Das ist eine Seltenheit in der intensiv vom Menschen ge-
pragten Landschaft. Die Isel ist somit der langste noch frei
flieBende Gletscherfluss der gesamten Alpen und daher dko-
logisch auch voll funktionsfahig.

Schutzgehiet Natura 2000

Die iske ist ein i Indiz fiir die

Dynamik und dkologische Funktionsfahigkeit eines Flusses.
Aus diesen Griinden wurde die Isel als Schutzgebiet gemaB
der Flora-Fauna-Habitat-Richtlinie der EU ausgezeichnet.

Der Vi

er Katrat In elner efnsamen Schiucht, gesiumt von nstumahen

The Iseltrail

Today, only a few large rivers in the Alps
can still flow freely and are not deteriora-
ted by dams. Alongside the Lech in North
Tyrol and the Tagliamento in Friuli / Italy,
the Isel in East Tyrol is one of the last large
alpine wild rivers in Central Europe.
Nowhere, their water wealth is dammed for
energy purposes or derived for power
plants. For long stretches, the Isel there-
fore has an unrestrained, constantly
changing river course, providing highly va-
luable habitats for numerous rare species.

The Isel is the longest free flowing glacier
river in the entire Alps and therefore also
fully functional in ecological terms.

The water flow of the Isel fluctuates signi-
ficantly depending on the time of day or
the season, depending on the melt water
donation through the glaciers in the catch-
ment area.

The constantly changing water flow perma-
nently creates new islands and bank areas.
These new pioneer habitats are populated
by several rare, specially adapted animal
and plant species - such as the German ta-
marisk (Myricaria germanica). It used to
be widespread on Europe’s rivers, but
today it is a rarity due to habitat loss.
Since it needs a lot of light, but willows
and alder trees can easily overgrow it, it
can only survive where new sand and
gravel banks are constantly being created
and affected by floods. For these reasons,
the Isel was designated as a protected area
according to the EU's Habitats Directive.




Waldviertel / northern Austria: Nature
(experience) as an identity and economic
factor for an entire region.

WILDES
WALDVIERTEL

Geheime Paradiesplitze, versteckte Urwilder, magische Natur

Brandstatter @
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Let us use protected areas and thelr natural
and cultural heritage as'seedbeds for
2arts and souls . ot
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