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We are living in a time of decision. 
About the future of human kind as 
we know it.



Humanity has never been in a 
situation where one generation held 
the fate of the next in its hands. 



We are facing a disaster of unspoken 
sufferings for enormous amounts of 
people. 

And now is not the time for speaking 
politely or focusing on what we can or 
cannot say. Now is the time to speak 
clearly.

Greta Thunberg



The IPCC and IPBES have recently made it 
clear in drastic words that the window of 
opportunity to mitigate the escalating and 
extremely dangerous interconnected 
climate and natural crisis is closing soon. 



However, at the same time, greedy and 
selfish behavior of people in power is driving 
forward the destruction of our livelihoods. 
As we speak. 



Climate and nature crisis are 
interconnected - and climate protection 
and nature conservation must not be 
played off against each other.



I want you to act as you would 
in a crisis. I want you to act as 
if our house is on fire. 
Because it is.
Greta Thunberg



How to break the walls of lies, greed, 
denial and discouragement? 
How to regain optimism and energy for 
positive change? 



This a complex question. 
Strengthening people's connection 
with "real" nature and love of life are 
crucial to grow motivation, courage 
and mobilisation for positive change. 



However, many people are perplexed, 
fearful or in denial about the crisis. 
And they are victims of lies and toxic 
disinformation spread by social media 
trolls and manipulation campaigns -
driven by power and money interests. 



The mindset has changed. 

It became clear that times of business 
as usual are over. 

The crisis has arrived. 



„Climate and biodiversity crisis has never 
once been treated as a crisis, people are 
simply not aware of the full consequences 
on our everyday life.“



Nature conservation is more than just 
side story. Or a hobby - that we can 
pursue when there is still some time 
and money left when the day is done.



The environmental and sustainability 
debate hardly came out of its 
intellectual and specialist echo bubble 
(with its conferences and studies) –
and did not reach the more or less 
precarious reality of most people's 
lives.



Business interest groups succeeded 
for a long time in sowing doubts about 
the scientific fact base for the urgency 
and threatening nature of ecological 
problems. 
This undermined and slowed down the 
necessary political measures. 



The worsening ecological crisis 
reached a dimension of 
psychological threat that caused 
many people to experience loss 
of control and powerlessness. 



Denial and escapism into other 
realities - such as the fake 
happiness of consumer 
addiction or or conspiracy 
theories - are the result.



The algorithm-driven parallel world of 
the social web fuels hatred and fear, 
belief in conspiracies, mistrust and 
aggressive, desolidarized behavior. 

Mistrust and even rejection of science 
and democracy in parts of the 
population is the result. 



Polarized conflicts of interest and 
ideological blockades: 
Land owners / users often 
fundamentally reject nature 
conservation. 
Because they feel dispossessed or 
disrespected (due to lack of
compensation).  



And it has become partly unclear what 
we previously accepted as the factual 
basis for decisions: 
Facts verified by science and media 
communication based on 
transparency, check and re-check, 
that respects moral principles.



Why am I talking about all this at 
this conference?



It is not much use creating an 
increasingly sophisticated, techie, 
targeted communications system if we 
fail to respond to the fact that we are 
losing ground. 



Business as usual is over.
We have to be honest, courageous  
and outspoken even more. 



We need to take real action to mitigate 
the crisis. And defend protected areas 
against new hotel complexes, cable cars, 
roads or dams … 



We need to speak truth and debunk 
fake solutions such as logging 
(protected) forests and burning woo  
biomass - adding CO2 to the 
atmosphere. 



Our protected areas are not safe. 
We need to do our homework.
And enforce our nature conservation laws.



Example: Romania’s Fagaras Mountains 
Natura 2000 site. 



Logging of old-growth forests in Natura 
2000 sites is widespread in EU (eg. 
Romania) - and must end. 

Otherwise, the EU Biodiversity Strategy 
will lose its foundation and credibility. 



Even in Austria OGF in Natura 2000 sites 
disappears - without appropriate 
response action by authorities …





But how can we move forward? 



Sure. Through audience centered 
communication. 

Building on courage. Honesty. 
Cooperation. Empathy. Directness. 
Clarity. 



We often get stuck in expert debates that 
only few people understand and few can 
participate in. 



We need to avoid jargon and biology 
lessons when talking about conservation 
issues - and should pick up people with 
stories of fascination and magic. 

And speak clear words about the conflicts
and stand against manipulation and lies. 



Like Peter Wohllebens great story telling.



Unfortunately, this is what the majority 
imagines a forest to be. 



This is a real European forest. 
However, hardly anyone has ever seen or 
experienced a European primary forest or 
old growth forest. 



We need to work even more 
imaginatively and with catchy images 
to win people's hearts. 
As much as possible. 

By showing the beauty …



… and the beast 



Learnings from 30 years of conservation: 

We are children of nature. 
Even if many think shopping centers, cars 
and comfy living rooms are their only true 
„habitat“. 
But nature is the world we have inhabited 
for most of our genesis as a species. 



The contact with wild nature and the 
sharpening of our senses to perceive its 
soul also opens hearts for nature 
conservation. 

And perhaps also for aspects such as 
cooperation, empathy, honesty and 
solidarity. 



Campaign to highlight and save 
Romania’s natural forest heritage



Iseltrail / East Tyrol: Nature experience, 
nature conservation and regional 
development



Waldviertel / northern Austria: Nature 
(experience) as an identity and economic 
factor for an entire region. 



Let us use protected areas and their natural
and cultural heritage as seedbeds for
healing hearts and souls. 



Let us use wild nature sites as fortresses an  
churches against uniformity and lifelessnes
– and to bring back hope … 
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