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Lower Saxony

Schleswig-Holstein

The Wadden Sea

Å 3 states: 

Since 1978, the Netherlands, 

Germany & Denmark have been 

cooperating to conserve & protect the 

Wadden Sea as an ecological entity

Å 14,700 km² cooperation area (blue)

Å 11,400 km² conservation area inscribed

on the World Heritage List

Å 500 km coastline

Germany

Netherlands

Denmark



largest unbroken stretch of sand & mudflats 

worldwide, undisturbed



Highly productive & 10,000 

species of flora & fauna



10 -12 million migratory birds

per year

East Atlantic Flyway



3.7 million mainland inhabitants
& 75,000 islanders

10 million tourists / year
EUR 3-5 billion turnover / year
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www.ostfriesland.de

East Frisian Tea culture is 
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage© CWSS/ Martin Stock

© CWSS/ Martin Stock



Management
in the
Wadden Sea



Trilateral monitoring & assessment  TMAP

Common targets Common monitoring 

programme

Common evaluation

ñachieve, as far as possible, a natural and sustainable ecosystem in which 

natural processes proceed in an undisturbed way.ò

Quality Status 

Report
Management Plan TMAP

qsr.waddensea-worldheritage.org



Management
in the
Wadden Sea



Organization
of the Trilateral Cooperation



Milestones
of the Trilateral Cooperation

ü1978 Trilateral Wadden Sea Cooperation established

ü1982 Joint Declaration on the Protection of 
the Wadden Sea

ü1987 Common WaddenSea Secretariat

ü1997 Monitoring Programme TMAP

ü1997/2010 WaddenSeaPlan

ü2009/2014 World Heritage

ü1982-2022 Ministerial Declarations



Guidingprinciple
of the Trilateral Cooperation

ά¢ƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜΣ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀ 
natural and sustainable ecosystem in 
which natural processes proceed in an 

ǳƴŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ ǿŀȅΦέ
Joint Declaration on the 

Protection of the Wadden Sea

(1982)
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of the Trilateral Cooperation

ü1978 Trilateral Wadden Sea Cooperation established

ü1982 Joint Declaration on the Protection of 
the Wadden Sea
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SIMP ςsingleintegratedmanagementplan

+ Global dimensions

Participation at 
different levels of 
involvement:
site managers, policy 
and trilateral groups



SIMP 
Ambition
Level

SIMP Key topics

1. Fisheries
2. Tourism
3. Shipping and 

Ports 
4. Energy
5. CoastalFlood 

Defence and 
Protection
Measures


