


• We are recording

• Put your camera ON if possible 

• Use the chat for questions

• Record and presentations will be published in europarc.org/europarc-webinars

• At the end, please fill in the evaluation form using the link you will see in the chat

• Today the webinar will be facilitated by Stefania Petrosillo with the tecnical support of Jessica 
Micklem-Kolenić

Thanks for being with us!
Comments and suggestions: europarc@europarc.org

EUROPARC Webinar



AGENDA
Welcome and introduction to the webinar and the Transboundary Parks Programme 
Stefania Petrosillo, EUROPARC Federation

Water Governance of Crossborder Rivers in a Franco-Belgian European Natural Park 
Lisa Bardot, Scarpe Escaut European Natural Park

The "b-solutions", an instrument from the European Commission to solve obstacles to 
cross-border cooperation 
Cinzia Dellagiacoma and Mariane Bloudeau, Association of European Border Regions (AEBR)

Q&A/ discussion
Moderated by Stefania Petrosillo

Transboundary cooperation:
A “b-solution” to face and solve 

obstacles
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The EUROPARC Transboundary Parks Programme: 
“Following nature design” 

Stefania Petrosillo
EUROPARC policy officer & person in charge of the programme

stefania.petrosillo@europarc.org 

mailto:stefania.petrosillo@europarc.org


EUROPARC Federation
Nature protection
and
Agriculture
Marine, Fishing
Tourism
Climate change
Large carnivores
Health
Culture
Youth
Sport
Cross-border cooperation
...

The largest network of 
European Protected Areas

385 Members representing 
thousands of PAs in 37 

countries



Transboundary cooperation

Nature knows 
no boundaries

Often communities 
do not know 

borders neither 

To promote 
traditional 
and new 

Economic Opportunities 



Transboundary cooperation

BENEFITS for…

NATURE: better management, 
investigations, actions. 

PROTECTED AREAS: visibility, projects, 
opportunities.

STAFF: motivation, interculture, 
innovation, kowledges.

COMMUNITIES: more awareness, 
mutual understanding.

EUROPE: Building Europe on the ground

CHALLENGES about…

POLITICS: Political will. Unstability

LEGAL FRAMEWORK: Different legislative and 
administrative rules and background. Different 
protected areas category. Borders in not-
Schengen area. 

STAFF: Language barrier. Time.

PROTECTED AREAS: Lack of funds. Need of 
personal and institutional commitment 

COMMUNITIES : Lack of mutual trust / 
sometime heavy historical memories



The Programme

The EUROPARC 
„Transboundary Parks Programme: following Nature`s design“ 

is a special verification and certification system 

that aims to promote and facilitate transboundary cooperation 
between European Protected Areas



• 14 EUROPARC Basic Standards for transboundary 
cooperation (Quality Criteria and Fields of Work, with 
indicators)

The Programme

• A verification process carried out by external 
verifiers (Field evaluation mission, assessment and 
recommendations) 

• The renewal of the Certificate every 5 years

• The formal certification as “EUROPARC 
Transboundary Area” if the application was 
successful (Award Ceremony)

The programme is open to crossborders European Protected Areas 
that are members of EUROPARC



The network

TransParcNet
https://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary
-cooperation/discover-our-transboundary-areas/

https://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/discover-our-transboundary-areas/
https://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/discover-our-transboundary-areas/


TransParcNet

The TransParcNet work for:

NETWORKING

SHARING EXPERIENCES, IDEAS 
AND SOLUTIONS

EXCHANGE BEST PRACTICES

GETTING MORE VISIBILITY

ENFORCING A TRUE EUROPEAN 
VISION

http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/


TransParcNet

TransParcNet meeting 2024

HALDI AREA (FI/NO)

More info coming soon!!

© Metsähallitus



TransParcNet

https://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-
cooperation/transboundary-parks-declaration-fall-of-berlin-wall/ 

https://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/conference-on-the-future-of-
europes-contribution/ 

https://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/transboundary-parks-declaration-fall-of-berlin-wall/
https://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/transboundary-parks-declaration-fall-of-berlin-wall/
https://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/conference-on-the-future-of-europes-contribution/
https://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/conference-on-the-future-of-europes-contribution/
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Thank you!

To know more about the EUROPARC TB programme:  http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/

Discover our Transboundary Parks : http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/discover-our-transboundary-areas/

Toolkits, case studies, news, webinars : https://www.europarc.org/knowlege-hub/transboundary/ 

TransParcNet meetings info, reports, presentations: http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/transparcnet/ - 

Contact: stefania.petrosillo@europarc.org 

http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/discover-our-transboundary-areas/
https://www.europarc.org/knowlege-hub/transboundary/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/transparcnet/
mailto:stefania.petrosillo@europarc.org
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