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No man * is an island,
Entire of itself;
Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.
… 

(John Donne) 

* no country either
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European Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations

European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP)

Aims to support the stabilisation of the region, in political, 
economic, and security related terms. To strength the 

prosperity, stability and security of all, based on the values 
of democracy, rule of law and respect of human rights.

Financial instrument 2021-2027: Neighborhood, 
Development and International Cooperation Instrument 

(NDICI – Global Europe). Moreover: Reform and Grow 
Facility for Western Balkans, and Ukraine Facility. 

Enlargement Negotiations 

Negotiations relate to the conditions under which the 
country will be admitted to the EU and focus on the 

adoption and implementation of the EU acquis (EU rules, 
standards, policies and practices). 

Financial instruments to support the candidates to reach 
the acquis : IPA III (2021-2027), and NDICI Global Europe.

The Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations 
-DG NEAR-

takes forward the EU's Neighbourhood and Enlargement policies.
DG NEAR works closely with other DGs (e.g. DG ENV, DG Research and Innovation,…)

3



European Neighborhood 
Countries
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Adopted on 8th November 2023
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EU ENLARGMENT PACKAGE 2023



Ideas of possible working topics in this 
area:

• Migration and environment
• Human rights  and environment
• Water protection and

management, desalinisation
• Plastic pollution
• Agroforestry, eco-friendly farming,

drought and agriculture
• Forestry protection and

management
• MPAs, sea regional cooperation
• Fishery
• Climate change adaptation and

mitigation
• Culture and environment
• Ecotourism
• Nature Based SolutionsSource: https://south.euneighbours.eu/news/ 6

https://south.euneighbours.eu/news/


• Large carnivores management
• Climate change
• Protected Areas network
• MPAs, seas regional cooperation
• Water management
• Agroforestry, eco-friendly farming
• Culture and environment
• Ecotourism
• Nature Based Solutions

Ideas of possible working topics in this area:

• Support for the “EU acquis”
• Emerald network, and Natura 2000
• Green Infrastructures, roads network and biodiversity 7

Source: https://
neighbourhood-
enlargement.ec.europa.eu/
news/commission-presents-
new-growth-plan-western-
balkans-including-eu6-billion-
grants-and-
loans-2023-11-08_en



• Marine protected areas, sea regional cooperation
• Water management
• Agroforestry, eco-friendly farming
• Nature Based Solutions
• Culture and environment
• Ecotourism
• Nature Based Solutions
• Ukraine, war’s impacts on biodiversity and PAs

Ideas of possible working topics in this area:
• Support for the “EU acquis”
• Emerald network and Natura 2000
• Green Infrastructures, roads network and biodiversity

protection
• Large carnivores management
• Climate change mitigation and adaptation
• Forest management and conservation (invasive species) 8

Source: https://
neighbourhood-
enlargement.ec.europa.eu/
european-neighbourhood-
policy/eastern-
partnership_en



Cross Border Cooperation (CBC) is a key element of the EU policy 
towards its neighbours. 

It supports sustainable development along the EU’s external borders, 
helps reducing differences in living standards and addressing common 
challenges across these borders.

CBC promotes cooperation between EU countries and neighbourhood
countries sharing a land border or sea crossing. 

3 MAIN OBJECTIVES OF CBC:

 PROMOTING ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT IN
BORDER AREAS

 ADDRESSING COMMON
CHALLENGES
(ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC
HEALTH, SAFETY AND
SECURITY)

 PUTTING IN PLACE
BETTER CONDITIONS FOR
PERSONS, GOODS AND
CAPITAL MOBILITY

https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/european-neighbourhood-policy/cross-border-cooperation_en9Source

https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/european-neighbourhood-policy/cross-border-cooperation_en


Land-Border programmes

Kolarctic Programme

Karelia Programme

South East Finland-Russia Programme

Estonia-Latvia-Russia Programme

Estonia-Russia Programme

Latvia-Russia Programme

Latvia-Lithuania-Belarus Programme

Lithuania-Poland-Russia Programme

Lithuania-Russia

Poland-Russia

Poland-Belarus-Ukraine Programme

Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine Programme

Romania-Ukraine-Republic of Moldova Programme

Romania-Ukraine Programme

Romania-Republic of Moldova Programme

Sea-crossing programmes

Italy-Tunisia Programme

Sea-basin programmes

Black Sea Programme

Baltic Sea Region Programme (managed by DG Regio)
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Source: https://
neighbourhood-
enlargement.ec.europa.eu
/european-
neighbourhood-policy/
cross-border-
cooperation_en 

http://kolarctic.info/
http://www.kareliacbc.fi/
http://www.sefrcbc.fi/
http://www.estoniarussia.eu/
http://latruscbc.eu/
http://www.eni-cbc.eu/llb/en
http://www.eni-cbc.eu/lr/en
http://www.plru.eu/en
http://www.pbu2020.eu/en
http://www.huskroua-cbc.net/
http://www.ro-ua.ro-ua-md.net/en/
http://www.ro-md.ro-ua-md.net/en/
http://www.italietunisie.eu/
http://blacksea-cbc.net/
http://www.interreg-baltic.eu/home.html


https://goforcooperation.eu/index.php/en-home/ 11

https://goforcooperation.eu/index.php/en-home/


https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/faafe02a-1059-98a4-3f8d-16225db81f88
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Source:

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/faafe02a-1059-98a4-3f8d-16225db81f88


13https://www.protectedplanet.net/enSource:

https://www.protectedplanet.net/en


14Source: same as page 13.



15
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16Source: same as page 13



17Source: same as page 13
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Source: same as page 13
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Source: same as page 13



UNESCO MAB 

21Source: Google Maps



MORE…

22Source: Google Maps



https://www.unesco.org/en/mab/networks

EuroMAB

World Network of Mountain Biosphere Reserves

Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves Network

…

UNESCO MAB - Regional and Thematic Networks
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Source:



 Explore other possibilities to establish first contacts:

• TWINNING : supports transfer of knowledge between an EU country and a not-EU country

• SIGMA (Support for Improvement in Governance and Management) is a joint European Commission and OECD
initiative, principally financed by the EU. It focuses on strengthening public management in areas such as administrative
reform, public procurement, public sector ethics, anti-corruption, and external and internal financial control.

• TAIEX is the Technical Assistance and Information Exchange instrument of the European Commission. TAIEX supports
public administrations with regard to the approximation, application and enforcement of EU legislation as well as
facilitating the sharing of EU best practices (Workshops, Expert missions, Study visits)

Some more ideas for TransParcNet

Of course: explore new connections with crossborder PAs in Neighbourhood Countries

 Increase relations with international and regional networks (Dinarides Parks, IUCN, Unesco, …)

 Explore NDICI and IPA regional programmes, and the possibility to use CBC instruments

 Biosphere reserves in the land and the sea (e.g. Spain-Morocco)
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A final look to the political landscale, today and in the next future

The future of the EU GREEN DEAL and the international commitments of EU

The New EU Commission 
and the new Commissioner

War and instability in Ukraine, in Middle East…

Climate and biodiversity spending targets : EC needs to increase the implementation of 
actions on biodiversity or biodiversity mainstreaming in the cooperation with NEAR 
countries

To be continued….
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NEWS FROM THE 
TRANSBOUNDARY 

CONSERVATION 
SPECIALIST GROUP 

By Stefania Petrosillo
Co-chair 

stefpetro@yahoo.com

September 2024
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Our mission is

"to promote and encourage transboundary conservation 

for the conservation of nature 

with associated ecosystem services

and cultural values 

while promoting peace and co-operation among nations, 

through enhancing knowledge and capacity 

for effective planning and management 

of transboundary conservation areas"

7 Commissions:
- …
- …
- …

Within the commission: 
Working Groups, Specialist 
Groups, and Task Forces:

- …
- …

To join the group:   https://www.tbpa.net/page.php?ndx=15

www.tbpa.net
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https://www.tbpa.net/page.php?ndx=15
http://www.tbpa.net/


Outcome 1:

Strengthen knowledge and information on transboundary conservation areas

Promote and encourage the development of a comprehensive global database of transboundary
conservation areas by UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre

Coordinate and update the Global Transboundary Conservation Network (www.tbpa.net), a virtual hub of 
transboundary conservation related knowledge

Enable efficient learning and knowledge exchange through the electronic newsletter TB eNEWS.

Synergies with TPN ?

SPONSOR of 1 or more numbers
Visibility of your project

(costs around 400-500 euro)
28



Outcome 2:

Provide technical guidance for successful implementation of transboundary

conservation initiatives

Facilitate the development of a resource portal (through the Global Transboundary Conservation Network) for 
members to access tools, resource documents, research and scientific documents, and reference materials...

Promote the establishment of a Community of Practice to discuss and collaborate on aspects relating the 
further establishment of transboundary conservation areas

Synergies with TPN ?

CASE STUDIES AND CONNECTION 
WITH TPN KNOWLEDGE HUB
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Outcome 3:

Contribute to capacity development and networking of transboundary conservation 
specialists

Promote and contribute to the development and implementation of training modules for capacity building 

Promote, facilitate, and contribute to international, regional and local webinars and workshops

Promote learning exchanges and study visits among members

Establish partnerships with relevant specialist groups, institutions and initiative

Synergies with TPN ?

Some WEBINARS 
together

STUDY TOURS:
participate, receive
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WEBINARS 

Youtube channel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1kPnrFu3pE

Other ideas TBC:

Seas have not borders

Communities, biodiversity and borders

Tools for transboundary parks management

Crossborder wildlife monitoring and management

Crossborder tourism and protected areas

…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1kPnrFu3pE


STUDY TOURS
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Study-tour to the Great Limpopo 
Transfrontier Park 

Planned in 2025

Peace Park 
https://www.peaceparks.org/tfcas/great-limpopo/

Home to more than 850 animal and 
2000 plant species. 

One of the first formally established 
peace parks in southern Africa. 

35 000 km²

Links the Limpopo National Park in 
Mozambique, the Kruger National Park 
in South Africa, and the Gonarezhou
National Park in Zimbabwe.

https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=J9zKgRacyfo

https://www.peaceparks.org/tfcas/great-limpopo/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9zKgRacyfo


We are looking for Regional coordinators for West & 
Central Africa, North Africa & West Asia, North America 

& the Caribbean, and Europe.

To Support and promote the presence in the Group of Transboundary areas of his/her region: 

• Participate in the development and implementation of the Strategic Plan;
• Support for the implementation of the key initiatives and activities;
• Grow the membership of the specialist group;
• Facilitate learning and knowledge sharing. 33



Thanks for your attention !

Stefania Petrosillo

stepfornatureandpeople@gmail.com
stefpetro@yahoo.com
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