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Mission of DarkSky International:

restore the nighttime environment and protect 
communities from the harmful effects of light pollution 

through outreach, advocacy, and conservation.

DarkSky is an international association
based in USA.



The International Dark Sky Places (IDSP) program certifies 
communities, parks, and protected areas around the world that 
preserve and protect dark sites through responsible lighting 
policies and public education.

The certification process is modeled on other conservation and 
environmental certification programs, such as the UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites and Biosphere Reserves.

International Dark Sky Places



• 2007: First Parks Certifications
• Natural Bridge National Park (USA)
• Réserve du Mont Mégantic (Canada)



1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 2 1

12

4
10

6

17
20 22

30
25 26

33 32

25

0

10

20

30

40

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

1 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 4 4 4 4 5 6 8 9 21 25 35 41
58

78
100

130
155

181

214
246

271

0

75

150

225

300



International Dark Sky Places program contribute to dark sky 
conservation.

The internationally recognized certification serves to encourage communities, 
parks, and protected areas around the world to preserve and protect dark sites 
through four key actions:

1. Lighting policy

2. Dark sky friendly retrofits

3. Outreach and education

4. Monitoring the night sky

DarkSky International Certifications
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DarkSky Places designation flowchart
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DarkSky Places designation flowchart



Sanctuary

• 22 in the world - 2 in Europe

• Specifications:

A Dark Sky Sanctuary is public or private land that has an exceptional or distinguished quality of 
starry nights and a nocturnal environment that is protected for its scientific, natural, or educational 
value, its cultural heritage, and/or public enjoyment.

A sanctuary differs from a Dark Sky Park or Reserve in that it is typically situated in a very 
remote location with few (if any) nearby threats to the quality of its dark night skies and does not 
otherwise meet the requirements for designation as a park or reserve.

DarkSky International Certifications



Reserve

• 22 in the world - 15 in Europe, 5 in France, 2 in USA

• Specifications:

A combination of public or private lands of substantial size (at least 700 square kilometers) 
possessing an exceptional or distinguished quality of starry nights and nocturnal environment, and 
which is specifically protected for its scientific, natural, or educational value, its cultural heritage, 
and/or public enjoyment.

The Reserve is formed through a partnership of landowners and/or administrators that recognize 
the value of the natural nighttime environment through regulations, formal agreements, and long-
term planning.

The Reserve consists of two regions:

1. A « core » area meeting the minimum criteria for sky quality and natural darkness

2. A « peripheral » or « buffer » area that supports dark sky values in the core and receives 
similar benefits

DarkSky International Certifications



Parks

• 127 in the world - 25 in Europe, 89 in USA

• Specifications:

A certified Dark Sky Park is land possessing an exceptional or distinguished quality of starry 
nights and a nocturnal environment that is specifically protected for its scientific, natural, or 
educational value, its cultural heritage, and/or public enjoyment.

The land may be publicly or privately owned, provided that the landowner(s) consent to the right 
of permanent, ongoing public access to specific areas included in the DarkSky Park designation.

DarkSky International Certifications





International DarkSky Reserves
in France
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The protected dark sky should become 
a resource for creating and 

developing local and touristic 
activities inside and outside the 

perimeter of the protected area.

A IDSR is a project territory based 
on the valorisation of nocturnal 
celestial landscapes and their 
preservation through a program of 
conversion of artificial lighting.



Difficulties:

• Private lighting
• Leadership and 

administration
• Long-term monitoring
• Official recognition

Achievements:

• Raising awareness among 
population and representatives

• Promote eco- and astro-tourism
• Studies and scientific monitoring
• Encouraging surrounding 

communities



www.darksky.org
www.darkskyfrance.org
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