
Nature Regional Parks 
in France

Biodiversity and sustainable local development
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Nature Regional Parks, heritage to be preserved 
&enhanced

NATURAL HERITAGE

URBAN HERITAGE

CULTURAL HERITAGE
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The network of 59 regional nature parks – 56 years of existence

     +                  municipalities, 

           million inhabitants      
      …Spread over 9 million hectares

19% of the national territory

4900
4

The five missions of Regional Nature Parks 
(article R333-1 of the French Environment Code): 

1. protection and management of natural, cultural 
and landscape heritage,

2. regional development
3. economic and social development,
4. reception, education and information,
5. experimentation and innovation



Una gran variedad de territorios

PNR Scarpe- Escaut PNR des Grands Causses

PNR de Corse

PNR des Landes de Gascogne

PNR du Queyras

PNR de BrièrePNR Loire-Anjou-Touraine

PNR Narbonnaise en méditerranée

UICN - Categoria V
Paisajes protegidos

PNR Haut Languedoc

PNR de Martinique

PNR de Lorraine

PNR Vercors 

A great variety of territories – Cat V UICN 



What is a Nature Regional Park ?

A territory, 
rural and inhabited, recognized 
recognized for their remarkable 
natural and cultural heritage but also 
fragile and threatened 
​
A human project, 
voluntary approved by the local 
authorities for 15 years to find a 
balance between human activities 
and natural resources

A registered Brand
classified by decree of the French 
Prime Minister
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A combined association :
management body gathering representatives of the 
different local authorities having adopted the Charter.

How are Parks funded ?
• Mainly Region, Department, and Villages
• State, Europeans programmes…

A national network of 
                  2900 agents…

elected officials
…and 
                  6000 





Regulatory
Through land 

control Contractual Under a European or 
international law

 

Complementary approaches 

a great diversity of tools for the protection of terrestrial areas…





                                                     

Landscape Parks : more than 900 in Europe

Reconciling preservation and 
local development

Convincing rather than 
forcing

Protect larger areas

Restore natural environments 
in rural areas

Mobilise local actors

Combine actions with 
regulatory protection tools

30x30 Target
COP15



Thank you for your time!
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