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EUROPARC Federation was founded in 1973
with the aim of supporting Protected Areas to
fulfill their role as preservers of Europe´s
natural beauty. 

Our vision: 

Sustainable Nature; 
Valued by People. +400 members 

in 40 countries

www.europarc.org

Get to know them!

https://www.europarc.org/about-
us/network/members/



We facilitate networking,
organize and publish:

Conferences;
Seminars and workshops;
Commissions and Taskforces;
Training;
Case Study and Toolkits;
Policy Papers;
Webinars.

The EUROPARC Federation

www.europarc.org
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EUROPARC Federation

The Junior Ranger Programme

Presented by: Jessica Micklem-Kolenić, 
                       EUROPARC Youth Officer
                               jessica.micklem@europarc.org
                       

date



www.europarc.org/junior-ranger-programme

Sense of
ownership

Basics

Sentiment
d'appartenance

Aims:

connect young people to their natural and cultural heritage

incorporate environmental education through hands-on learning using non-formal methods

build a sense of solidarity with other young people within their community and across Europe

spend as much time as possible outside in the Protected Area

be FUN!

Be active outside in a
protected area

Learn from experts
(rangers, scientists etc.)

Long-term
programme

Minimum of 5 days
per year



www.europarc.org/junior-ranger-programme

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0

Participation in decision-making

Tourist management

Learning activities in the classroom

Camping

Cultural heritage

Outdoor recreation activities

Maintenance

Nature conservation activities

Activities



www.europarc.org/junior-ranger-programme

Adapt to local context
Many programmes have
managed landscapes. In the
Czech Republic and Iin Latvia
some Junior Ranger groups
help mow grass to keep the
grassland biodiversity

In Denmark the focus is on
peer-to-peer learning. The
first year of being a Junior
Ranger is about learning to
share this knowledge with
friends, family, schools and
the public. 

In Scotland, there is a big focus
on improving the mental health
of Junior Rangers through
mindfulness exercises in nature.

In most UK parks, the focus is on
encouraging participation of children from
underpriviledged communities. 



www.europarc.org

Benefits for Junior Rangers

having fun
Spending time in nature
learning new skills (first aid, crafting, etc.)
building competencies 

communication
teamwork
increased self confidence
decreased stress

chance to explore
ideas for future green careers
make friends
learn about the Protected Area
opportunities to travel
learn about cultural heritage

contribute to nature conservation “part of the
solution”
build up references and skills for CV
promotes sense of ownershp and sense of
belonging
provide space for those with additional needs

Neurodivergent
people with disabilities
home-educated

Part of something bigger
Improved physical and mental health
Accessible (low costs for participation)

Answers directly from mentors
attending the 2023 International

Junior Ranger Camp



www.europarc.org

Benefits for Protected Areas
Learn about representation of young people

Good promotion for the Protected Area

Positive public relations

Engaging with young people is an important metric for getting funding

Potential future workforce

Opportunities to hear the youth voice

Connection to the local communities

International opportunities for exchange

Acceptance for the Protected Area and its role 

The Junior Ranger groups help with additional projects for the park (e.g. invasive spp removal)

Growing nature professional and enthusiasts in the community

Professionals have contact with young people and grow their interpersonal skills

Build connection with future politicians, business owners, community leaders

Answers directly from mentors
attending the 2023 International

Junior Ranger Camp



www.europarc.org/junior-ranger-programme

Management Aspect

Mentors
Usually 1 coordinator who arranges activities
Other park staff involved on a rotating basis 
Can involve volunteers depending on park structure

Youth+ers like to volunteer
May have Volunteer Rangers
Can build partnerships with other networks (e.g.
local birding group)

Training for working with minors/children
Need consent forms 

Include EUROPARC Federation in consent for photos & videos
Need waiver for liability risks
Keep with local laws
Risk assessments



www.europarc.org

EUROPARC Network

Many similarities but also many differences

Staff: Rangers / volunteers / educational staff
Activities: balance between learning and doing, more or less outdoor sport
Age group: some start younger to avoid teenage dropout
Timing: all year / only summer / only school time
Camp: tenting vs daily visiting vs housing/ 2-day or 5-day
Skills: have local or national certificates (Junior Ranger Award)
Funding: stable park budget / project based / partnerships & discounts
Fees: minimal fee / free
Merchandise: T-shirts / Jackets / caps / hoodies / pen knife / badges



www.europarc.org

Junior Ranger Funding
Need to find own source of funding: 

Amount: 4000 - 10 000€ per year 

Best possible: a portion from Protected Area fixed budget

At least: stable income to pay the capacity of “local coordinator” (1-2 days per week)

Additional funding sources:

sponsors (local or national)

volunteers (e.g. from other organisations)

“mates rates” - discounts from local businesses

possible participation fees (suggest to keep minimal)

using park facilities (e.g. transport, accommodation, tools)

asking parents to volunteer food/time/transport

local municipality youth funds

national youth funds (often national lottery)

Answers directly from mentors
attending the 2023 International

Junior Ranger Camp



EUROPARC Federation

Joining the EUROPARC network
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networking
with other
mentors

be part of
something

bigger

media
opportunities International

Junior Ranger
Camp

exchanges

www.europarc.org

European
Youth in

Parks Day

EUROPARC Opportunities

further
youth

programmes Invite to
projects



Annual event: since 2009

Participants: 

~ 10 countries, 20 Junior Rangers

~ 1 Mentor + 2 Junior Rangers per Protected Area

Experiential - “learning by doing”;

A non discriminatory programme

Promote international exchange to develop positive,

cooperative and social skills, 

Encourage the active citizenship of youth;

Enhances connections between Protected Areas

Sharing of experiences between mentors & rangers

www.europarc.org/international-junior-ranger-camp

International Junior Ranger Camp



Joining the EUROPARC Junior Ranger Network

Step 1: Become a EUROPARC member

EUROPARC is a member-based association. Our members

pay membership fees that work towards common goals

and supporting them in their work.

Not sure if you are a member?

Go to: About us -> EUROPARC Network -> Members

Want to join?

Go to: About us -> Join us -> Become a member

Membership fees depend on category and size of

organisation. Need more help? 

Email: members.europarc@europarc.org
www.europarc.org



www.europarc.org/international-junior-ranger-camp

Joining the EUROPARC Junior Ranger Network

Step 2: Fill out the online form

You can find it at: www.europarc.org/young-people/join-the-junior-ranger-youth-network/

Step 3: Sign the Partnership Agreement

This is a memorandum of understanding

which outlines your committment to the

programme as well as your committment

to engaging with the EUROPARC network

and sharing some information and news

with us.

Step 4: We send you the form back signed by the EUROPARC Director

https://www.europarc.org/young-people/join-the-junior-ranger-youth-network/


www.europarc.org/international-junior-ranger-camp

Joining the EUROPARC Junior Ranger Network

Step 5: You are added to the Map

You can find it at: www.europarc.org/young-people/junior-ranger-programme/

We also add any email

addresses of mentors to a

mailing list that sends out

news, opportunities and

potential project funding about

once per month. 

We will also share your posts

on social media

Mentors are also welcome to join the

Facbook Group:

https://www.europarc.org/young-people/junior-ranger-programme/


www.europarc.org/international-junior-ranger-camp

Media & Promotion

Facebook - for mentors Instagram - for young people

Our website has many materials and

includes real stories in:

Case studies

Webinars

Podcasts

Protected Areas In-Sight Magazine

News articles



The EUROPARC 
Federation

Follow the latest updates and
news for Protected Areas at

instagram.com/europarc_federation

instagram.com/europarc.youth

twitter.com/europarc
linkedin.com/in/europarc-directorate

www.europarc.org

facebook.com/europarc.youth
facebook.com/EUROPARC



EUROPARC

Thank you for joining us today!

Send us your opinion and suggestions to
youth.europarc@europarc.org

www.europarc.org


