
JUNIOR RANGERS
IN ANCIENT FORESTS

Parco Nazionale Foreste Casentinesi

21st International Junior Ranger Camp

27th July - 3rd August 2025
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The Foreste Casentinesi, Monte
Falterona, Campigna National Park
covers an area of ​​approximately
36,000 ha, equally divided between
Emilia Romagna and Tuscany. It
extends along the Tuscan-Romagna
Apennine ridge, descending steeply
along the parallel valleys of the
Romagna side and more gradually
on the Tuscan side, which has
gentler slopes, up to the wide valley
floor formed by the Arno. The park is
largely covered by woods: we can
find centuries-old fir trees, beech
and mountain maple forests, mixed
forests with incredible variations of
species that create colourful spots of
colour in autumn. The ancient beech
forests of the National Park and the
Integral Reserve of Sasso Fratino
have become part of the UNESCO
world heritage site.

The territory of the park is
characterized by its great richness
and variety of fauna: among the
vertebrate fauna, the most
fascinating one is represented by the
large mammals, in particular the
ungulates, which are present with
five species (Deer, Fallow Deer, Roe
Deer, Wild Boar and Mouflon) and by
wolf, the largest predator present in
the park today. The very rich
avifauna currently includes around a
hundred nesting species.
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Junior Rangers will explore diverse landscapes, work alongside park rangers
and volunteers on hands-on nature conservation, assist with wildlife
monitoring using camera traps, and learn about the park’s rich, thousand-year
forest history—all while enjoying outdoor adventures like kayaking and boat
trips! 

For the Kayaking and boat trip see:  www.ridracoli.it/battello-sul-lago/

We are happy to announce there is
space for 16 EUROPARC Junior
Ranger groups of 1 mentor and 2
Junior Rangers and we welcome all
applications. The Junior Rangers
must be 14 – 17 years old at the time
of the camp but if you can’t meet
this age limit or only have 1 Junior
Ranger who can attend – please
reach out to EUROPARC!

Applications open from 

14 Feb – 14 March 2025

tinyurl.com/2025IJRCapply

PROGRAMME

REGISTRATION INFO

CONTACT
jessica.micklem@europarc.org

+49 176 810 57 828

(available on WhatsApp)
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Queries to the host:

junior.ranger@parcoforeste

casentinesi.it

https://www.ridracoli.it/battello-sul-lago/
https://forms.gle/DmbqwbrTVSk8rAbf7


We will be staying at the Villaggio San
Francesco inside to the park’s borders. 

Participants will have to bring:
Towel
Pillow case
Sheet
Sleeping bag

If you don’t like sleeping bags, bring a
duvet cover and pay 6€ for a blanket. 

villaggiosanfrancesco.org/

ACCOMMODATION
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The Junior Rangers will be in two big
rooms one for boys and one for girls.
The mentors will be sharing rooms
with either 7, 4, or 3 beds. 

If any individual has specific needs
outside of this setup, please contact
EUROPARC as soon as possible so
appropriate measures can be taken to
accommodate them. 
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Please consider sustainability when making your travel arrangements. This
means prefering land travel, and if flying, then try to pick direct flights and
compensating if possible. 

There are plenty of cool train options with overnight trains that can be really
affordable. Within Italy there are two train providers:

TrainItalia
Italo Treno

Pick up will be: 
17:30 Florence Airport

TRANSPORT

CONNECT
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To find good connections you can also
search using the Trainline app which
considers all train options, or Rome to
Rio which shows the different options. 

Earliest drop off will be: 
09:00 Florence Airport

Options if flying include 
Florence, 
Bologna, 
Pisa or 
Rome 

and catching a train to Florence (Santa
Maria Novella). 

Please don’t pick an option
landing late in the evening on

the 27th or early morning on the
3rd - it is a 3 hour bus ride from

Florence. 

Rather consider coming a day
early and sightseeing (on your

own expense). 
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THANK YOU

While the Casentinesi Forest National Park does not have a Junior Ranger
Programme, they are interested in learning from all the international members
and will also have some local young volunteers joining the camp. 

A big thank you to the Park staff for spontaneously jumping in to host this
years’s International Junior Ranger Camp with full support and motivation!


