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PART I

What is Rewilding?



DEGRADATION OF 
EUROPEAN LANDSCAPES



Rewilding is a progressive approach to conservation. It’s about letting 

nature take care of itself, enabling natural processes to shape land and 

sea, repair damaged ecosystems and restore degraded landscapes. 

Through rewilding, wildlife’s natural rhythms create wilder, more 

biodiverse habitats.



REWILDING: 
A NEW NARRATIVE FOR NATURE IN EUROPE

• A new and positive appreciation of wild nature
• Biodiversity derived from natural processes
• Future oriented, learning from the past
• Nature as an ally on solving today’s challenges – e.g. 

nature-based climate solutions
• Connecting modern society with wild nature through 

nature-based economies
• Progressive, moving up a scale of wildness



A Rewilding Scale

‘’The goal of rewilding is 
not to restore a painting 
that then needs curating, 
it is about restoring a 
system that can come to 
look after itself’’



THE PRINCIPLES OF REWILDING
Rewilding practitioners from across Europe have co-formulated a set of principles that 

characterise and guide rewilding in a European context.

Providing hope and purpose Offering natural solutions Thinking creatively

Complementary conservation Working at nature’s scaleLetting nature lead



THE PRINCIPLES OF REWILDING
Rewilding practitioners from across Europe have co-formulated a set of principles that 

characterise and guide rewilding in a European context.

Acting in context Building nature-based 
economies

Long-term focus

Knowledge exchangeWorking together



WORKING TOWARDS 
LONG-TERM IMPACT



PART II

Rewilding Europe



Our Vision

Making Europe a Wilder Place



OUR INTERCONNECTED ROLES

• Our landscapes – the physical places 
where we pioneer and show rewilding 
in a holistic way

• Place-based, tangible, meaningful and 
substantial results and impact

• Acting as labs, application of rewilding 
models and principles – learning by 
doing (impact monitoring)

• Building expertise and knowledge  
• A range of specific targets by 2030

A demonstrating role A catalysing (upscaling) role

• Networks of practitioners: using our 
convening power (ERN, others)

• Developing smart (commercial) financial 
mechanisms for scaling up 

• Advocacy and enabling policies at global, 
EU and national level

• Working with strategic partners
• A network of ‘rewilding scientists’
• Marketing, communication and training
• A range of specific targets by 2030



Our demonstrating work: 
rewilding large landscapes

• Currently 10 (->15) ‘flagship’ 
landscapes

• At least 100,000 ha – part of 
larger landscapes

• Each focusing on specific themes; 
locally anchored & led

• Working towards 15 in 203o



PUTTING PRACTICE CENTRE STAGE – 4 MAIN INTERVENTIONS

Wilder Nature
Enabling natural processes through 
river restoration, reflooding, dam 
removal, natural grazing, wildlife 
comeback, restoring trophic chains 

Building Engagement:
Inspiring and reaching out to large 
audiences, providing new 
engagements and perspectives, 
empowering communities, 
providing new identity and pride

Scaling Up
Develop and apply upscaling 
mechanisms & tools (including 
financial models) to leverage wide-
spread adoption across sectors and 
geographies, incl. science & policy

Nature for people
Support transition of local economy 
with new business models, providing 
finance, access to markets; wider 
benefits i.e. climate adaptation, 
human wellbeing, cultural aspects



OUR INTERCONNECTED ROLES

• Our landscapes – the physical places 
where we pioneer and show rewilding 
in a holistic way

• Place-based, tangible, meaningful and 
substantial results and impact

• Acting as labs, application of rewilding 
models and principles – learning by 
doing (impact monitoring)

• Building expertise and knowledge  
• A range of specific targets by 2030

A demonstrating role A catalysing (upscaling) role

• Networks of practitioners: using our 
convening power (ERN, others)

• Developing smart (commercial) financial 
mechanisms for scaling up 

• Advocacy and enabling policies at global, 
EU and national level

• Working with strategic partners
• A network of ‘rewilding scientists’
• Marketing, communication and training
• A range of specific targets by 2030



Reinvigoration 
local 

communities, 
identity and 

pride

Social and 
Enterprise 

Models

Rewilding 
Models

LEVERAGING A NEW AND 
POSITIVE NARRATIVE 

• Turning problems into
opportunities

• Rewilding as the engine of change
• Scalable models become spinning 

wheels
• Scaling-up potential leading to a 

nature positive, more climate
resilient, local economy



A NETWORK OF REWILDING 
PRACTITIONERS

• Started in 2013 at WILD10
• Now 94 members in 29 European 

countries ~ 5 million hectares 
involved

• Sharing experiences through
webinars (> 40 so far)

• Physical exchanges, trainings and
visits across the continent

• Target: 160 members by 2030



PARTNERSHIP WITH EUROPARC FEDERATION



PART III

Rewilding in Protected Areas



Ecological integrity of 
protected areas in Europe
Based on a quick scan (2021)

Ia – Strict Nature Reserve
Ib – Wilderness Area
II – National Park
III – Natural Monument
IV – Habitat/Species 
Management Area
V – Protected Landscape
VI – Managed Resource 
Protected Area

29,081 sites
621,044 km2 

(62,1 million hectares)



A big opportunity, and need

• There is a big opportunity and a key role to play for 
protected areas to help recover nature at scale

• The current status of ‘ecological integrity’ 
demonstrates the high need for this

• Protected areas provide many opportunities, 
ranging from allowing natural processes, to support 
wildlife comeback, to developing corridors



TOP 10 MEASURES FOR BOOSTING WILDNESS IN EUROPEAN PARKS 



It is already hapenning!

• Ķemeri National Park

• Swiss National Park

• Bavarian Forest Biosphere Reserve

• Hohe Tauern National Park

• And many more!



Thank you!

Julia Mata. Email: julia.mata@rewildingeurope.com





WHERE ARE WE NOW?

• Exciting rewilding movement in Europe
• 10 Rewilding Landscapes operational
• European team of > 160 people in > 17 

countries, local organisations set up
• Rewilding principles and models developed 

and being applied
• European Rewilding Network with 94 

members in 29 countries
• Many results, impacts starting to show



• Restoring Mediterranean 
forests and wildlife corridor

• Reducing risk of fire: natural 
grazing 

• Iberian wolf & Iberian lynx
• Local economy: Wild Côa 

Network, local products,  
culture and identity

GREATER COA VALLEY 
- Portugal



 

• Transboundary delta vision, 
supporting nature & local 
communities

• Large-scale wetland & steppe  
restoration

• Natural grazing: kulan, water 
buffalo, konik, deer species

• Nature-based economy

DANUBE DELTA – Romania, 
Ukraine & Moldova



SOUTHERN CARPATHIANS - 
Romania

• Free-roaming population of 
European bison (>150 animals 
in 2025)

• Recovery of a forest landscape 
(incl. old growth forests)

• Development of local ‘bison 
economy’ (coexistence)



CENTRAL APENNINES – 
Italy

• Co-existence corridors create 
260,000 ha connected landscape

• Expansion of Marsican brown 
bear population & coexistence 
(bear-smart communities)

• Local entrepreneurship and 
Bear Conservation Fund
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