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Connecting Nature and People
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Overview
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Setting the context
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Dublin City
South Dublin 
County

Meath 
County
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What is Green Infrastructure (GI)?

• 6���
 ����������

• �����
������������
���
- �
���.��/
��
�������
�����
7�� 
���8

- *�����$���
$������
��������
.����
 ���,��
��������
 ��


������
7��������$
���,����8


- #������������
������ 
�� 
$����� 

• ��
% ��������
������
�� 
��
��������
��

�������

*�������
�� 
#��������
������������ 9



	�����
�����
������ ������ ���

Green Infrastructure works for us by
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Fingal Development Plan 2011-2017
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Local Area Plans
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Baldoyle and Portmarnock, Co. Dublin
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Baldoyle and Portmarnock, Co. Dublin
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Biodiversity – Wintering Bird Survey
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Green Infrastructure overview
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Green Infrastructure for water and biodiveristy



	�����
�����
������ ������ ���*�������
�� 
#��������
������������ !!



Green Infrastructure Network

Strengthening the Development and 
Implementation of Green Infrastructure at 
Local and Regional Level Across Europe



The Green Infrastructure Network 

• Partnership of 11 European regions from 10 countries

• Co-funded by the INTERREG IVC Programme

• Promoting the development and implementation of green 
infrastructure:

� by facilitating exchange of experience

� by identifying, analysing and transferring good practice in relation 
to green infrastructure



The Partnership 
• Flevoland Province Council (NL) –

Lead Partner

• Plovdiv Regional Development Agency 
(BG)

• Stara Zagora REDA (BG)

• Nicosia Development Agency (CY)

• Barcelona Province Council (ES)

• Valencia Regional Government (ES)

• Regional Environmental Center (HU)

• Fingal County Council (IE)

• Emilia-Romagna Region (IT)

• Ministry of Environmental Protection 
and Regional Development (LV)

• Ghajnsielem Municipality (MT)



Key objectives



Expected outcomes

Green 
Infrastructure 

Toolkit and 
Knowledge 

Network



Howth Head
GI in action



– Howth Head encloses Dublin Bay on the 
northern side

– A cultural landscape steeped in history and 
celebrated in art and literature

– A place of recreation and relaxation for 
Dubliners for generations

– A landscape important for its natural 
heritage: geology and biodiversity
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– Special Amenity Area Order (SAAO) made in 1999

– Planning and Development Acts 2000-2012

– Such order can be made on the basis of an area’s
• outstanding natural beauty,
• its special recreational value,
• a need for nature conservation



	�����
�����
������ ������ ���

Howth Peninsula

Area in white is 
designated as a 
Special Amenity 
Area.

Areas in blue are 
Natura 2000 sites.



Special Amenity Area Order

– SAAO has implications for spatial planning 

– Also provides for a range of management measures to 
be implemented to conserve natural and cultural assets 
and to provide for access for recreation and education

– Local participation in management through the SAAO 
Management Committee

– SAAO is an effective participatory landscape 
management tool
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• Research on biodiversity, (flora, red squirrel and 
heathland management)

• Habitat Management works partly carried out by 
volunteers 

• Trail management partly carried out by Howth
Pathways volunteers

• Interpretation and promotion, in partnership with 
landowners, local business interests and Fáilte Ireland
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Dublin Bay Biosphere 
Reserve
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Gilbert Power
Rachel Kenny
Hans Visser
Kevin Halpenny
Deborah Tiernan
Mary Tubridy
Hazel Craigie
Gemma Carr
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For further information www.greeninfranet.org

akocic@rec.org
gerry.clabby@fingal.ie


