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10 Major World Challenges by which Landowners and  
Managers are affected or impacted on: 

• Population Growth 
• Growing demand for Crops
• Promotion of renewable energies 
• Globalization
• Urbanization
• Climate Change
• Social problems (aging, competition for land)
• Increasing market volatility
• Timing and application of innovations (biotech/carbon sequestration/IT/precision farming) 

• Impacts on Natural Resources, such as biodiversity

Food & 
Environmental security
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Natural capital underpins 
economies, societies, individual wellbeing

“Natural assets are valuable but also vulnerable”

The vast majority of rural areas are privately owned, notably 
under Natura 2000

Landowners as resource holders, being dependent of healthy 
ecosystems 

Healthy ecosystems play a vital role in regulating the environment 
– e.g. a major tool for climate change adaptation, ensuring fertile 
soils or water quality…
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Land managers are able to provide solutions:

- Regulating and enhancing natural resources;
- Securing the good condition of land;
- Influencing positively the fauna, flora and their ecosystems;
- Supporting surrounding rural economies and communities 
(avoiding desertification);
- Creating added value to the natural and cultural heritage.

= Mitigate conflicts between all stakeholders

1. Applying different European tools

2. Sustainable management practices
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 CAP – common agricultural policy

 Climate change: adaptation, mitigation, bio-energies

 Biodiversity Strategy: international dimension, integration, invasive species..

 Water Framework Directive: river basin management plans

 NATURA 2000: network of protected areas based on Birds & Habitat directives

The conservation objectives should be met while taking economic, 
social, cultural, requirements into account;

1. Applying the different European tools
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Total : 26.000 sites 
~ 18% of EU 27 territory

The largest co-
ordinated network 
of conservation
areas in the world

Land Users are leaving with environmental legislations on the field (N2K + bulk of environmental legislation, in N2K 
sites and wider countryside)
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Consists in natural and man-made elements (such as reforestation zones, green bridges, 
green urban areas, high nature value farmland or forest areas). 

Green Infrastructure

 Finalize establishment of network

 Management planning & Integration of other sectors 

 Monitor the effectiveness of the nature directives 

 Governance, Financing  and Communication issues

 Beyond the network: corridors & stepping stones

Future challenges
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- Defining good economic and technical practises : (avoiding risks to 
surrounding environmental parcels, not remove fixed elements)

- Ensure that farming practices do not negatively influence fixed 
elements (by phytosanitary treatments, overflowing irrigation etc...)

- Profitable business tool, maximizing the natural potential, and disease 
control

Keeping fixed elements of the territory:

- Hedges
- Grass strips
-Edges of fields and 
footpaths
- Ditches
- Embankment

- Bushes
- Groves
- Pools
- Isolated Trees

2. Sustainable management practices, like
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Habitats created to test the management techniques used to 
deliver both plants and wildlife diversity   
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How much is worth Recognition?La Cassinazza (ITALY)
1996

TODAY
LAND MANAGERS NEED RECOGNITION
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ELO’s actions towards the 
sustainable management of 
Europe‘s natural resources:

- Lobby actions

- Projects

- Environmental Awards

- Forums and comunication

 Anders WALL Award
 Belleuropa Award
 ELO Wetlands and Water 

Award
 Environment and Soil 

Management Award
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www.wildlife-estates.eu

Projects such as the:

WILDLIFE ESTATE initiative
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COMMUNICATION DEVICES: LEAFLET
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The WE initiative is crucial at the time where 
restrictions in budgets to communities will affect the 
rural areas.

oThe WE network allows rural entrepreneurs and 
land managers to anticipate new EU legislations and 
to work towards new tools bringing solutions to 
existing problems.

oThe WE network communicates affordable ways of 
enhancing biodiversity thanks to land management in 
favor of  wildlife.

- In 02/2010 = 200 Wildlife Estates
- Website, communication papers, brochures & booklets
- Support from  - IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature)

- BirdLife International (conserving the World’s birds)
- CIC (International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation)
- EU-Commission (DG Environment)
- National Administrations (Walloon Region - ONCFS)
- National Associations (IIMA-ANPC-etc.)
- RISE foundation (promoting Sustainable Agriculture and

of a living countryside)
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What’s needed?

- EU tools like CAP: secure provision of agriculture’s 
“positive externalities”, there must be appropriate CAP 
restructuring and financing.

- Encouraging innovation and research and trying new 
technologies. 

- Training farmers, building a knowledge base and 
encouraging discussions between farmers, farmers and 
scientists, etc.

-Communicate best practices. 

- Answer to market failures.

Ecosystem goods and services
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Ecosystem Goods and Services: 
-production of these inevitable involves 
costs. 
-Land use for production of these env. 
services would otherwise be used for 
production of products paid for by the 
market.

Provisioning 
Services 

Food
Fuel
Fiber 
Medicines

Regulating 
Services 

Climate regulation
Flood regulation
Disease regulation
Water purification

Supporting 
Services

Nutrient cycling
Soil formation 
Pollination

Cultural Services Aesthetic
Spiritual
Educational
Recreational 
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 Natural resources’ future lies to a large extent in the hands of land managers

 Important to have strong EU commitments to answer the future challenges;

 Final decisions on resource management are taken at local level

 Important to have vertical but also horizontal coordination: stakeholder involvement, public 
participation

 Important to foment initiatives that promote synergies between conservation and sustainable 
use

 Promote a long term perspective  and an holistic approach

 The efforts of farmers in favor of preservation and enhancement of natural resources can be 
encouraged to the extent that we keep agriculture competitive and efficient.

 Need to secure provision of ecosystem goods and services

Conclusions:
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Working in partnership
People and nature – not nature without people
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Thank you for listening!

Ana Rocha
European Landowners‘ Organization

Rue de Trèves 67
B-1040 Brussels

+32(0)2 235 20 04
+32(0)2 234 30 09

forest@elo.org
www.elo.org
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