
Communicating the message:
CEPA & training initiatives for Biodiversity conservation
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An integrated “strategy” 
implemented  by “ARPA”, the Regional Agency for Protection of Nature,

for promoting awareness and stakeholders’ participation,
aimed to the conservation of Biodiversity in Sicily.
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The Objectives:
Promoting  CEPA activities, according to the CBD, testing new  educational and 

communication methods, to improve the involvement of managers and staff 
employed in the regional protected areas network,  to involve universities in 

implementing new, specific, academic initiatives, to create new alliances based 
on voluntary participation by different stakeholders’ categories.
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Mix of initiatives,
set of multimedia tools, 

three years testing,
a wide range of different stakeholders. 
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•mix of initiatives:

•CULTURE: literature, art, traditons connected to, or representing,  the 
“nature” of the island.

•ECONOMY: collect data on the value of ecosystem services,  livelihoods, 
landscapes, natural resources affecting the economic process (business, 

jobs etc…) in the island, i.e. tourism, fisheries, logging, agriculture, crafts 
etc…

•EDUCATION: public schools and regional environmental education 
centers participating to the ARPAS’s campaigns  or carrying out EE 

programs.
•COMMUNICATION: a “web-zine” for kids  and their families

•SCIENCE AND RESEARCH: promote academic  and training opportunities 
in biodiversity management and conservation.

•PROTECTED AREAS: improve or create new skills in BDV management, 
education, interpretation.

•LEGISLATIVE: promote a regional conference on BDV and a new, specific, 
regional law for BDV conservation. 



EDUCATION:
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TRAINING COURSES  for school 
teachers

T.C. for park staff and for educators 
and interpreters, working in the 

Regional EEC network.

PARTICIPATORY planning of the EE 
programs 

JUNIOR RANGER regional program

REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
models planned  as a result of the 

training courses, carried out by the 
EE centres
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The courses’ program, theory & practice
•40 hrs, full time, “campus”setting

•Presentation & objectives (smart)

•Environmental Communication 

•Biodiversity: facts and figures

•CBD &Biodiversity in Sicily

•Data banks, Monitoring, Research

•Protected areas, role and situation

•EE principles

•Planning (EE & monitoring) projects & activities

•The regional campaign

•Evaluation methods
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