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Brown bear distribution in Europe

Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe (LCIE)

European Russia: ~40000 
(Kolesnikov 2009)

Finland: ~2000 
(Kojola, pers. comm) 

Norway: 151
(Tobiassen et al. 2012)

Sweden: 3300 
(Kindberg et al. 2011)

Svanhovd



What methods do we have 
to study bears?

• Observations

• Dead bears

• Marked and collared 
individuals

• Non-invasive sampling
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Noninvasive genetic
sampling techniques

• Biological samples

• No contact with the animal

• Genetics for identification

• Capture-mark-recapture
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•2006-2007: 126 ind., 29 females (23 %)

•2008: 120 ind., 40 females (33%)

•2009: 164 ind., 49 females (30%)

•2010: 166 ind., 53 females (32%)

•2011: 151 ind., 51 females (34%)

Monitoring results, Norway

Tobiassen et al. (2012)



Photo: Sari Magga



Photos: Alexander Kopatz



Photos: Alexander Kopatz



Photos: Bioforsk Svanhovd



10

Kopatz et al. submitted



Database for monitoring, research 
and forensics

Eiken et al. (2009)

Test 139
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