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This report corresponds to the objective:  

2.2 NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY – awareness raising/environmental education 

- To promote the values and benefits of protected areas in Europe to the public, and specifically young people 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funded by the European Union  

 

The production of this report has been supported financially in the framework of the European 

Commission’s 2013 LIFE funding programme of operating grants for European Environmental NGOs. 
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European Day of Parks  
 
The European Day of Parks (“EDoP”) is a commemorative day for protected areas across Europe. It 

was launched in 1999 by the EUROPARC Federation to celebrate protected areas throughout 

Europe.  

In the light of EUROPARC Federation´s 40th anniversary in 2013, we celebrated the pan-European 

network founded in 1973 throughout the year under the theme "40 years Working for Nature". The 

motto of the European Day of Parks 2013 was “My Park. My Passion. My Story.”, which created 

space for individuals and protected area organisations to join the celebration and share their "story" 

with the EUROPARC network. 

 

In 2013 the European Day of Parks was marked as another successful event that members of 

EUROPARC Federation made possible and filled with life! It was a really successful day and we are 

glad that so many members celebrated this day with a wonderful range of activities. EUROPARC 

through the 2013 campaign prepared and made available promotional material in several different 

languages that was then distributed to our members and applied by them including their activities. 

The promotional material included a ready to use template collage poster, 4 inspirational eCards, 

letterhead and a template press release. All of the material was editable and adjustable to regional 

and local activities and different languages.  

 

The event had a great response from our members; the full list of 2013 EDoP activities and events 

per countries is available here: http://www.europarc.org/whats-on/european-day-of-park/activities-

and-events/.  The numerous inspiration artworks we collected on our Flickr Account: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/90882025@N08/sets/72157634096246867/ 

 

We aimed for 300 events across 10 countries and managed to exceed these numbers by having 307 

activities in 16 countries. 

  

http://www.europarc.org/whats-on/european-day-of-park/activities-and-events/
http://www.europarc.org/whats-on/european-day-of-park/activities-and-events/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/90882025@N08/sets/72157634096246867/
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Activities and media coverage:  
 

 press releases 
 social media coverage 
 posters and cards 
 International contest “My Park. My Passion. My Story.” 

 
 

Facts and Figures   

Countries 16 

Parks 65 

Activities 307 

Websites mentions 50 

EP website reach (20th - 26th of May report) 22 595 

Social media reach (Interactions) 7152 

 

 

Due to our 40th celebration, we organised a contest and all the nature lovers to share with us at a 

special e-mail account through the campaign: parkpassion@europarc.org, her/his story thorough an 

art work, such as a story, a song, a picture, a film or any other piece of art that expresses how one 

feels connected to his/her most favourite Protected Area. 

Passionate people from around Europe answered our challenge and send us their passion reflected 

in pictures, poems, posters and even music. We were very impressed by the school children, who 

expressed their passion for nature through drawings.  The winner of this years contest is Plitvice 

National Park from Croatia. They submitted a collage with nature impressions of their employees, 

school children, visitors and many others. Thus, young people all over Europe enjoyed direct learning 

experiences and shared with us their passion and willingness to reconnect with nature. 

mailto:parkpassion@europarc.org
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Collage from Plitvice National Park for EDoP contest 



  

 European Day of Parks 2013 – My Park. My Passion. My Story 6 

 

 

 

Listen to the song recommended by Nic (UK) here http://soundcloud.com/nic56/cairngorms-

traverse-1 

 

 

http://soundcloud.com/nic56/cairngorms-traverse-1
http://soundcloud.com/nic56/cairngorms-traverse-1
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Promotion through different channels 
 
On this important day, many people and institutions supported us in the celebration of nature and 
sent us their thoughts and helped to promote this international event. EUROPARC Members, 
Sections, MoU partners, media /international press, LIFE, IUCN, NATURA 2000, Eurosite and others 
helped us to promote it and make people aware of the importance of protected areas. 

 
European Day of Parks had a good media coverage, being mentioned on the BBC Radio Scotland on 
24th of May.  Some of the other media announcements include: Dinaric Arc Parks, Travel Mole, 
Business and Biodiversity, Heritage Council, Dinaric Arc Parks, Panorama (American News), 
Governo Dos Acores, National Parks Traveller, and many more local ones.  

 
By Ignace Schops, EUROPARC Council Member 

 

 

 
By Paulo Castro, EUROPARC Council member 
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Social Media Interactions Posts/Tweets by 
EUROPARC 

Visits on the pages New likes/ 
followers 

Facebook 197 20 9277 21 

Twitter 30 150 45 15 

Total 227 170 9322 36 

* Interactions= likes, comments, replay, shares, re-tweets, mentions, replays.... 

*Available in website insights 

 

 

 Facebook Insights on 24th 

May 
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Material used in the campaign 

 

EUROPARC press release 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                           eCard for European Day of Parks 2013 

                                                                   Poster template European Day of Parks 2013 (English) 
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Examples of media coverage 

 

             
National Parks Traveler website                                       IUCN website 
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Business and Biodiversity website                                 LIFE E-News 

 

EUROPARC Spain organised many activities and many people participated into activities organised for the 

European Day of Parks 2013.  

 



  

 European Day of Parks 2013 – My Park. My Passion. My Story 12 

 

      

 

Video created by EUROPARC Spain for EDoP 2013 

 

 

We would like to thank all our members that sent their events details and joined us in this campaign!  For more 

information and any questions, do not hesitate to contact us at the directorate at office@europarc.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=464734380275919&set=vb.117819748300719&type=2&theater
mailto:office@europarc.org

