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Contribute to meet the EU 2020 targets by implementing the EU Biodiversity Strategy 

Objective 2e:  

Raise awareness of wide public and young generations on the role of protected areas, and promote active citizenship 

experiences in favour of nature conservation. 
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European Day of Parks         

 

The European Day of Parks (“EDoP”) is a commemorative day for protected areas across Europe.  

It was launched in 1999 by the EUROPARC Federation to celebrate protected areas throughout Europe.   

This special day aims at bringing people closer to nature and offers a diversity of activities and events in  

protected areas throughout Europe. The date is significant because it is the day the first European national park 

was founded in Sweden in 1909. 

 

In 2014, the world marked the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War. Therefore this year, the 

European Day of Parks (EDoP) was held under the theme: “Parks for Nature. Parks for well-being. Parks for 

peace.”  By connecting our most important date to this anniversary, we wanted to emphasize how our protected 

areas can have very different roles in people’s lives. The most important question we tried to answer was: What 

is the contribution that Protected Areas make to Peace and Wellbeing?                   

 

Thus, in 23 countries across Europe on Saturday, 24th May, national parks, nature reserves and other protected 

areas opened their doors to visitors on the European Day of Parks 2014. It was an amazingly successful day and 

we are glad and impressed that so many members celebrated this day with a wonderful range of activities.    

Walks, excursions, exhibitions and more were held by protected areas from Finland to Spain and from Ireland to 

Romania. They highlighted the significant role that protected areas play in protecting an abundance of creatures 

across the continent. The diversity of events once again showed that parks use a nature-inspired creativity to 

address different groups of society, from tourists to children, from outdoor lovers to plant lovers. 

 

More than 100 protected areas promoted the day, which aims at being internationally recognized in 2014 for the 

sake of protected areas´ status in European societies. The full list of 2014 EDoP activities and events per 

countries is available here: http://europarc.org/uploaded/documents/1974.pdf.  

As for the numerous artworks people shared with us, we collected them and published on EUROPARC’s Facebook 

profile, this way opening an online contest: 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.715924408472351.1073741835.135497019848429&type=3  
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https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.715924408472351.1073741835.135497019848429&type=3


 
 

Activities and media coverage:  
 

 press releases 
 social media coverage 
 posters and logo 
 e-News 
 international online contest on social media “Parks for Nature. Parks for well-being. 

Parks for peace.”   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the European Day of Parks 2014, we organised an online contest 

on social media for the most inspiring material of the day and we 

invited all nature lovers to share with us their feelings and emotions 

in any piece of art that expresses how they reflect on the history 

happenings at a special e-mail account: edop@europarc.org. Thus 

we gathered impressing videos, photos, paintings, poems, collage 

posters and drawings that express in many different ways how 

people feel connected to their own Protected Areas and natural 

parks.  

 

All the digitalized material was published as an online album on 

social media (EUROPARC’s Facebook page). 

 

From more than 40 submissions for this year’s contest on Facebook, 
Anne-Marie Austad’s fabulous painting collected more than 100 
“likes” and therefore, won the competition with an overwhelming 
number of votes. Her artwork expressed the young author’s love and 
passion for birds and nature. 

 
   Winner of EDoP contest – Author: Anne-Marie Austad;  

Protected Area: Il-Majjistral Nature and History Park, Malta 

Facts and Figures   

Countries 23 

Parks 100+ 

Activities 300+ 

Websites mentions 70 

EP website reach (Page views between 19th - 

25th of May) 

5,602 

Social media reach (Interactions) 5,668 

mailto:edop@europarc.org
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.715924408472351.1073741835.135497019848429&type=3


 
 

The winner of the European Day of Parks 2014 was officially awarded and celebrated internationally at the 

EUROPARC Conference in Ireland. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All protected areas, Natura 2000 sites, EUROPARC members and partners were invited to join the European Day 

of Parks activities through direct email invitation, social media posts, eNews and website. 

Furthermore, EUROPARC members were able to report back on their activities marking the day by filling an 

online report form:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FVG89BQ. 

 

Examples of photos and artworks  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young promoters on the European Day of Parks, National Park of Montenegro 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FVG89BQ


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Make Love, Not War!" 

(Romanian Ranger Association) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

« La Pace è la musica della Natura » 

(Parco Nazionale Appennino Lucano) 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drawing exhibition in Parco Nazionale Appennino Lucano  

on the European Day of Parks 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        A video and event organised by Municipal Park of Bistrita in Romania 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiIXPZvFMs4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

       "De Dag van het Nationaal Park" - Video for the European Day of Parks in the Netherlands:        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbKbe0r5QSg&feature=youtu.be  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiIXPZvFMs4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbKbe0r5QSg&feature=youtu.be


 
 

 

Promotion through different channels 
 

The European Day of Parks 2014 gave higher visibility to Protected Areas. On this important day, many people 

and institutions supported us in the celebration of nature, sent us their thoughts and helped to promote this 

international event. EUROPARC Sections, MoU partners, the European Parliament, EUROPARC Council members 

and President raised the awareness of the wide public on the relevance and value of protected areas – including 

Natura 2000 sites - for the conservation of nature and the peace among people and communities. Additionally, 

WFMD 2014 joined forces with EUROPARC since both the European Day of Parks and World Fish Migration Day 

have similar goals. Local community events took place at 250 locations worldwide and celebrated the big day and 

many of our Protected Areas placed within the near distance of rivers and lakes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Day of Parks had a high media coverage, being announced and mentioned in numerous international 

and local newspapers, publications, but also on different radio stations, such as Canal Extremadura in Spain that 

interviewed EUROPARC Spain (Javier Puertas) on this special occasion. The interview can be found here: 

http://www.canalextremadura.es/alacarta/radio/audios/dia-europeo-de-los-parques-naturales. 

 

Some of the other media announcements include: 

 

MEP Gaston Franco’s website http://www.gaston-franco.eu/Le-24-mai-prochain-les-parcs.html   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.worldfishmigrationday.com/home#.U6Pr0JSSxyI
http://www.canalextremadura.es/alacarta/radio/audios/dia-europeo-de-los-parques-naturales
http://www.gaston-franco.eu/Le-24-mai-prochain-les-parcs.html


 
 

Humania.org http://www.humania.tv/agenda/join-the-european-day-of-parks-2014-parks-for-nature-parks-for-

well-being-parks-for-peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   German Nature Parks‘ website http://www.naturparke.de/news/biodiversity 

 

 

 



 
Tagesschau newspaper: http://www.tagesschau.de/multimedia/bilder/parke-tag100.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LSD Magazine, Italy – EUROPARC President, Thomas Hansson announcing the European Day of Parks 

http://www.lsdmagazine.com/aspettando-la-giornata-europea-dei-parchi-a-bari-thomas-

hansson/17022/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tagesschau.de/multimedia/bilder/parke-tag100.html
http://www.lsdmagazine.com/aspettando-la-giornata-europea-dei-parchi-a-bari-thomas-hansson/17022/
http://www.lsdmagazine.com/aspettando-la-giornata-europea-dei-parchi-a-bari-thomas-hansson/17022/


 
Material used in the campaign 
        

EUROPARC press release 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

European Day of Parks Design (English) 

 

 

                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 



 
 

European Day of Parks Promo Video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WGDESXxSsQ)  

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a selection of articles about the European Day of Parks 2014 

 

Gaston Franco’s webpage (MEP), Brussels, Le 24 mai prochain, les parcs naturels européens seront à l’honneur, 18th of March 2014 

Humania.org, Spain, Join the European Day of Parks 2014: "Parks for nature. Parks for well-being. Parks for peace."20th of March 2014  

Federparchi’s website, Italy, La pace è il tema della Settimana Europea dei parchi, a fine maggio, 25th of February 

EUROPARC Spain’s website, Spain, Concurso de fotografía EUROPARC-España "Día Europeo de los Parques", 11th of April  

Heritage Council’s website, Ireland, European Day of Parks 

Regione Lombardia’s webpage, Italy, Giornata Europea dei Parchi: eventi lungo il V'Arco Villoresi, 20th of May 2014  

L’Adigetto, Italy, 24 maggio, Giornata Europea dei Parchi: ecco il Vostro Parco, 16th of May 2014 

El Periodic, Spain, Seis Parques Naturales de la Comunitat programan actividades este fin de semana, 16th of May 2014 

Parco della Maremma’s Facebook page, Italy, Festa dei Parchi 2014, 14th of May 2014 

Klamm, Germany, "Tag der Parke" in Steinhude steht im Zeichen des 40. Gründungstages des Naturparks, 15th May 2014 

La Stampa, Italy, Sulla Via Francigena dal Parco del Po e Collina Torinese al Sacro Monte di Crea insieme al CAI-Casale Monferrato, 15th of May 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WGDESXxSsQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WGDESXxSsQ
http://www.gaston-franco.eu/Le-24-mai-prochain-les-parcs.html
http://www.humania.tv/agenda/join-the-european-day-of-parks-2014-parks-for-nature-parks-for-well-being-parks-for-peace
http://www.parks.it/federparchi/dettaglio.php?id=25189
http://www.redeuroparc.org/det_noticia.jsp?DS34.PROID=501402
http://www.heritagecouncil.ie/events/view-event/article/european-day-of-parks/?tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=78&cHash=b66151b4116477e97db3a08f25a2681f
http://www.agricoltura.regione.lombardia.it/cs/Satellite?c=Evento&childpagename=DG_Agricoltura%2FDetail&cid=1213667158473&pagename=DG_AGRWrapper
http://www.ladigetto.it/permalink/33644.html
http://www.elperiodic.com/noticias/303061_seis-parques-naturales-comunitat-programan-actividades-este-semana.html
https://www.facebook.com/300992866704728/posts/441539465983400
http://www.klamm.de/news/tag-der-parke-in-steinhude-steht-im-zeichen-des-40-gruendungstages-des-naturparks-naturpark-steinhuder-meer-19N487000.html
http://outdoorpassion.lastampa.it/news/via-francigena-parco-po-collina-torinese-sacro-monte-crea-insieme-cai-casale-monferrato-2567800


 
TV Intercomarcal, Spain, La UA conmemora el Día Europeo de los Parques Naturales con una actividad de limpieza de residuos en la Font Roja, 

15th of May 2014 

Il Tirreno, Italy, In migliaia alla scoperta delle bellezze del Padule di Fucecchio,  

Huelva informacion, Spain, Platero es el protagonista de un certamen literario sobre Doñana, 11th of May 2014 

El Periódico Mediterraneo, Spain, Jornada de limpieza en el Desert en el Día Europeo de los Parques, 7th of May 2014 

Free News Pos, Italy, Domenica 11 maggio torna la “Festa del Padule" a Castelmartini | Cultura Fotografie, 4th of May 2014 

LSD Magazine, Italy, “Aspettando la Giornata Europea dei Parchi” a Bari Thomas Hansson,  20th of May 2014 

Axarquia Costa del Sol, Spain, Día Europeo de los Parques – Cross de Orientación – Sedella – 31 de Mayo, 19th of May 

Murcia.com, Spain, Medio Ambiente organiza actividades en los espacios protegidos de la Región con motivo del Día Europeo de los Parques, 

20th of May 2014 

El Diario, Spain, La Caldera de Taburiente celebra el Día Europeo de los Parques, 20th of May 2014 

EFE Verde, Spain, Deporte y naturaleza en la Casa del Campo por el Día Europeo de los Parques, 20th of May 2014  

Parco Ticino’s website, Italy, Giornata Europea dei Parchi,  

Europa Press, Spain, La Junta conmemora el Día Europeo de los Parques organizando actividades en varios espacios naturales, 21st of May  

Federparchi’s website, Italy, Giornata europea dei parchi - A Decima Malafede “C.S.I. Natura”, evento di esplorazione e scoperta sul campo, 

21st of May  

Roma Notizie, Italy, 24 MAGGIO 2014 GIORNATA EUROPEA DEI PARCHI E DEI GIARDINI, 21st of May 

ABC, Spain, Nueve espacios naturales celebran mañana Día Europeo de los Parques Naturales, 23rd of May 2014 

El Dia, Spain, El Paso colabora en las jornadas del Día Europeo de los Parques, 23rd of May 

El Diario, Spain, La Caldera de Taburiente celebra el Día Europeo de los Parques, 20th of May 2014 

El Pais, Spain, El gran día de los parques, 23rd of May 2014 

Vivere Ancona, Italy, Giornata Europea dei Parchi, il parco del Conero scende in piazza da Ancona a Sirolo, 23rd of May 2014 

Ansa_it, Italy, Giornata europea parchi, in Italia oltre 150 eventi, 23rd of May 

Parco Abruzzo’s website, Italy, Giornata Europea dei Parchi,  

Regio Trends, Germany, Natur und Wildnis sind dank Großschutzgebieten in Baden-Württemberg hautnah erlebbar - Breites Engagement 

ermöglicht vielfältige Erlebnisangebote, 24th of May 2014 

Federparchi’s website, Passeggiata ai piedi del Beigua con il geologo!, 24th of May 2014 

El Periodico Mediterraneo, Spain, Empresas de la provincia se promocionan en Madrid, 25th of May 2014 

Nature in Europe’s Facebook Page, Promotion of the European Day of Parks, 24th of May 

Federparchi’s website, Giornata europea dei parchi... ma con lo sguardo rivolto in Australia,  

Peak District NP’s website, National Park Appeal for Crocheted/Knitted Triangles to Celebrate Europarcs Day, 16th of May 

Swiss parks’website, EUROPEAN DAY OF PARKS,  

Canal Extremadura, Spain, Día Europeo de los Parques Naturales, 26th of May 2014 – Interview with Javier Puertas (EUROPARC Spain) 

http://www.intercomarcal.com/i.php?accion=1&codigo_noticia=57413&m=n&p=
http://iltirreno.gelocal.it/empoli/cronaca/2014/05/13/news/in-migliaia-alla-scoperta-delle-bellezze-del-padule-di-fucecchio-1.9218535
http://www.huelvainformacion.es/article/ocio/1770064/platero/es/protagonista/certamen/literario/sobre/donana.html
http://www.elperiodicomediterraneo.com/noticias/comarcas/jornada-limpieza-desert-dia-europeo-parques_873845.html
http://www.freenewspos.com/notizie/archivio/c/1692215/oggi/domenica-11-maggio-torna-la-festa-del-padule-a-castelmartini-cultura-fotografie
http://www.lsdmagazine.com/aspettando-la-giornata-europea-dei-parchi-a-bari-thomas-hansson/17022/
http://axarquiacostadelsol.wordpress.com/2014/05/19/dia-europeo-de-los-parques-cross-de-orientacion-sedella-31-de-mayo/
http://www.murcia.com/region/noticias/2014/05/20-medio-ambiente-organiza-actividades-en-los-espacios-protegidos-de-la-region-con-motivo-del-dia-europeo-de-los-parques.asp
http://www.eldiario.es/lapalmaahora/sociedad/Caldera-Taburiente-celebra-Dia-Europeo-Parques_0_262123919.html
http://www.efeverde.com/blog/noticias/deporte-y-naturaleza-en-la-casa-del-campo-por-el-dia-europeo-de-los-parques/
http://www.parcoticino.it/agenda/agenda/n/780_giornata-europea-dei-parchi.html
http://www.europapress.es/andalucia/sevilla-00357/noticia-junta-conmemora-dia-europeo-parques-organizando-actividades-varios-espacios-naturales-20140521153241.html
http://www.parks.it/news/dettaglio.php?id=26409
http://www.romanotizie.it/24-maggio-2014-giornata-europea-dei-parchi-e-dei-giardini.html
http://www.abc.es/agencias/noticia.asp?noticia=1604856
http://eldia.es/palma/2014-05-23/3-Paso-colabora-jornadas-Dia-Europeo-Parques.htm
http://www.eldiario.es/lapalmaahora/sociedad/Caldera-Taburiente-celebra-Dia-Europeo-Parques_0_262123919.html
http://ccaa.elpais.com/ccaa/2014/05/22/madrid/1400781846_277039.html
http://www.vivereancona.it/index.php?page=articolo&articolo_id=473631
http://www.ansa.it/web/notizie/canali/energiaeambiente/natura/2014/05/22/giornata-europea-parchi-in-italia-oltre-150-eventi_23958457-0a9f-4286-bc04-b86f3add93f0.html
http://www.parcoabruzzo.it/iniziative-dettaglio.php?id=31867
http://regiotrends.de/de/politisches/index.news.237630.natur-und-wildnis-sind-dank-grossschutzgebieten-in-baden-wuerttemberg-hautnah-erlebbar---breites-engagement-ermoeglicht-vielfaeltige-erlebnisangebote.html
http://regiotrends.de/de/politisches/index.news.237630.natur-und-wildnis-sind-dank-grossschutzgebieten-in-baden-wuerttemberg-hautnah-erlebbar---breites-engagement-ermoeglicht-vielfaeltige-erlebnisangebote.html
http://www.parks.it/news/dettaglio.php?id=26469
http://www.elperiodicomediterraneo.com/noticias/castellon/empresas-provincia-promocionan-madrid_876847.html
https://www.facebook.com/NatureInEurope/photos/a.350866031617487.78559.327343167303107/677428785627875/?type=1&theater
http://www.parks.it/federparchi/newsletter_anteprima.php?id=1165#998
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about/news/current-news/national-park-appeal-for-crochetedknitted-triangles-to-celebrate-europarcs-day
http://www.paerke.ch/en/aktuelles/aktuelles.php
http://www.canalextremadura.es/alacarta/radio/audios/dia-europeo-de-los-parques-naturales


 
Mágina Sur Informacion, Spain, Mágina celebra el Día Europeo de los Parques Naturales, 27th of May 2014 

InSic, Italy, Giornata Europea dei Parchi: il commento del ministro Galletti, 27th of May 2014 

Murcia.com, Spain, El ayuntamiento y ANSE celebran este domingo 1 de junio el "Día europeo de los parques naturales", 29th of May 2014 

Europa Press, Spain, El Ayuntamiento propone mañana dos rutas al monte Buciero por el Día de los Parques Naturales, 30th of May 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank all our members and supporting organisations that sent their event details and joined us in 

this campaign! 

 

 

Here you can watch the European Day of Parks promo video 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information and any questions, do not hesitate to contact us at the directorate at office@europarc.org 

http://www.maginasurinformacion.com/magina-mb/2849-celebraciondiaparques.html
http://www.insic.it/Tutela-ambientale/Notizie/Giornata-Europea-dei-Parchi-il-commento-del-ministro-Gallett/a22be946-6180-42bb-9038-b6cd39e04d95
http://www.murcia.com/mazarron/noticias/2014/05/29-dia-europeo-de-los-parques-naturales.asp
http://www.europapress.es/cantabria/canabria-sostenible-00437/noticia-santona-ayuntamiento-propone-manana-dos-rutas-monte-buciero-dia-parques-naturales-20140530200525.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WGDESXxSsQ
mailto:office@europarc.org

