
MAYO DARK-SKIES PROJECT 
William Cormacan, National Parks & Wildlife Service 



Sanctioned by International Dark-sky Association (est 1988), a USA based authority, with world wide recognition (UNESCO 
2014). 

 

It is more than just Dark!  Officially described as:  
 

A recognised park or other public land possessing exceptional starry skies and a natural 

noctural habitat where light pollution is mitigated and natural darkness valued as 

an important,  educational, cultural, scenic and natural resource.   

 



Why are dark skies important? 
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É Creation of GOLD TIER Dark-sky Park in Mayo 

É Develop Niche off-season Initiative for Astro-tourism & astro-

photography, Archaeo-Astronomy, Sustainable Enviro-Friendly 

É Preserve existing dark places without compromising safety 

É Community Involvement  - eg Citizen Scientist, Stargazing courses 

É Raise awareness of Impact of Light Pollution  

É Connect with biodiversity & environmental objectives of  

  Ballycroy  National Park 

É Target inclusion of light pollution in policy and planning 

É Develop Dark Sky Network & collaborative model 










