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EU 2020 Biodiversity Strategy 
• 2050 vision, 2020 headline target, 6 targets

Birds Directive (1979) and Habitats Directive (1992)

• They form the backbone of the EU’s internal nature 
and biodiversity policy

• Arguably most powerful legal instruments in EU 
environmental acquis

EU BIODIVERSITY POLICY



Source: EC

• 27.308 sites 

• 1.039.332 km2 

• 18.36% EU land 

• ~4% EU seas



The Fitness Check of the EU Nature Directives

What is a Fitness Check?

• “Evaluation” to identify regulatory burdens

• Conclusions on the future of the regulatory framework

• Context: Smart/Better Regulation – towards more jobs 
and growth

Why the EU Nature Directives?
• Good question







Evidence Gathering

Questionnaire

• Key questions: Effectiveness, Efficiency, Coherence, 
Relevance, EU added value

• Sent to 47 EU level organisations and representative 
bodies, and 112 stakeholder organizations at MSs

In depth evaluation: 10 MSs



Public Consultation



Next Steps

• 20th November 2015: FC Conference (Brussels)

• Around April 2016 – Final results





New European Commission 2014-2015 
President Juncker’s political guidelines

“My agenda will focus on ten 
policy areas. […] I want a 
European Union that is bigger 
and more ambitious on big 
things, and smaller and more 
modest on small things.”



10 priorities of Juncker…
… and environment isn’t one of them.

1. A new Boost for Jobs, 
Growth and Investment

2. A Connected Digital Single 
Market

3. A resilient Energy Union 
with a Forward-Looking 
Climate Change Policy

4. A Deeper and Fairer 
Internal Market with 
Strengthened Industrial 
Base

5. A Deeper and Fairer 
Economic and Monetary 
Union

6. A Reasonable and 
Balanced Free Trade 
Agreement with the U.S.

7. An Area of Justice and 
Fundamental Rights Based 
on Mutual Trust

8. Towards a New Policy on 
Migration

9. A Stronger Global Actor
10. A Union of Democratic 

Change





Commissioner for Environment, 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries

• Karmenu Vella

• Former Maltese minister for 
Tourism, S&D family

• Close to no background on 
environment and fisheries

• “Mission Letter”











Challenge = opportunity

Highlighting the positive

• good examples

• benefits, services, return of investment

Focusing the question

• Better implementation

• Addressing the drivers
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