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1. Overview of the Park 



The central Alps 



The southern part of Switzerland 



 

Within 35km, there’s a great naturalistic, landscape, climatic, 

morphological and cultural differentiation.  
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Woodland  

  

Extended forest 

complexes at 

low altitude:  

a natural 

heritage of 

European 

importance.    



Nature beyond borders  



 The cross-border context 

With the 

establishment of 

the Locarnese 

National Park, a 

natural landscape 

and a cultural 

heritage typical of 

the Central Alps will 

be enhanced.  



2. The democratic process 



 

A new generation  

National Park   

 
• The institutional 

process is democratic 

(“bottom up”) 
 

 

• The Park promoters 

and managers are:  
 

- Communities 
 

- “Patriziati” /          

“Bourgeoisies” 
 



 

The Park Council  

 

Park Council Management 

Sponsors 
Political actors:  

Confederation, Canton,  

other Communities 

Local actors:  

Committees 

Local people 



Up to now  

Next steps 

Milestones 



 

• Central and protected areas  
 

• Peripheral and socio-economic areas   

C 

Central Area P 

Peripheral Area 
C 

C 

C 
C 

Fragmented Central Area Compact Central Area  

P 

The focus of the negotiations 



International classification (IUCN) 

1A 
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NP Central Areas   
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Wilderness Area 

National Monument 

Area of Habitat 

Conservation  

Terrestrial and Maritime 

Landscape Protection 

Fragmented central areas  

Locarnese National Park 

Project  

Peripheral Area –  

Locarense National Park 

Project 

Swiss National Park 

(Engadin) 



Central areas (1A) 

1A Nature Reserve 
Swiss National Park 

(Engadin) 

“Human visitation, use and impacts are strictly controlled and 

limited to ensure protection of the conservation values. Such 

protected areas can serve as indispensable reference areas for 

scientific research and monitoring”. www.iucn.org 

For example: - Hunting  

 - Fishing  

 - Walking off the official paths 

  are all strictly forbidden.  

 
 



“Large natural or near natural areas set aside to protect large-

scale ecological processes, along with the complement of species 

and ecosystems characteristic of the area, which also provide a 

foundation for environmentally and culturally compatible spiritual, 

scientific, educational, recreational and visitor opportunities”.  
 

www.iucn.org 

 

Central areas (2) 

2 NP Central Areas   Fragmented central areas   

Locarnese National Park 

Project  



Central areas concept  



3. Involvement of local people 



Participation 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Pilot projects, events, other activities 
 

 

• These activities will allow us to:   
 

 

- Outline the Park as a support and networking platform 
of projects, activities and people  

 
 

- Understand what role the Park could play in different 
sectors (agriculture and landscape, economy,  

     tourism, …) 
 
 

- Model the Park to the varying needs and  
     interests of the territory 



Participation 

 

• The main goals:  
 

 

-    Identification of the local people with the Park 
 

 

-    Secure consent to the Park  
 

 

-    Being a “believable” Park  



Pilot projects 

3 types of development projects:  
 

 

 

• Landscape, agriculture and biodiversity 
 

 

• Environmental education, culture and 

research  
 

• Economy, tourism and mobility   



How the Park supports its people:  

 

• Financial contribution 
 

• Support in managing and planning  
 

and / or  
 

• Support in the coordination and  

 communication of activities 

Pilot projects 



First  

88 projects 



The Mills of Vergeletto… 



… and the “farina bona” 



Pagliarte 



• All the Park’s events are organized with local 

communities, “Patriziati”, local associations and 

residents. 
 

• They aim to:  
 

-     Promote environmental information 

-     Enhance history, tradition and culture  

-     Involve the local people 

-     Encourage local people to become more aware of 

their heritage, in order to enhance welcoming skills   
 

Events 





Vergelento 





Guided tours 



Other activities 



Website 

Communication 

Newsletter 



4. Conclusion 



The future Locarnese National Park will result 

from the representations of the Park itself, which 

will be expressed by political and local actors,  

and the local people.  
 

 

Democracy at work 



• Political representation of the Confederation and the 

Canton: the legal base (LPN, Opar, etc.) 
 

 

• Political representation of the local representatives (Park 

Council): the best Park according to the needs of the local 

people 
 

 

• Resident’s representation: the best Park according to my 

personal needs  
 

 

• …  

 

Democracy at work 



• The Park is ephemeral, it’s not defined once and for all. 
 

• The residents’ representations are related to personal 

interests and needs, whereas the Park is built at 

community level.  
 

• The politicians’ representations are also related to 

personal political interests and ambitions.  
 

• For the local people, it’s difficult to identify with a new 

model of a Park (absence of a “best practice”): Park as 

an opportunity vs. Park as an obstacle. 

 

 

 

Difficulties / Challenges 



 

Progetto Parco Nazionale del Locarnese 

Via F. Rusca 8  

6600 Locarno  

091 751 83 05  

 

www.parconazionale.ch  

Contacts 


