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"Therefore on the coast there are five villages separated from 

each other by the same distance: Monterosso, Vulnetia which 

people now call Vernazza, Corniglia, Manarola and 

Riomaggiore; famous, not only in Italy but also with the 

French and the English, for their wine. It is a wonderful sight 

to see, such steep, and cliff like mountains that birds have 

difficulty flying over, so stony that they do not retain 

humidity, covered with vines that are so thirsty and frail that 

they are more like ivy than vines. 

Here they make a wine that adorns the dining halls of kings".

Giacomo Bracelli, "De bello hispaniensi orae ligusticae 

descriptio", 1448 (Chancellor and senator of the Republic of 

Genoa)



6.000 linear km of walls for 

a total amount of over 8 

milion cubic meter of 

stones
Landscape made by man as a 

result of organising terraces 

in order to cultivate the land.  

These terraces are supported

by dry-stone walls built 

without any cementing agent

The Rural Landscape of the 

Cinque Terre



Considering the total amount of 

terraced hectares and their linear 

extencion, we can calculate that 

the creation of this landscape 

required at least as much daily 

work as 2.000 fully employed 

people for more than two centuries

The Rural Landscape of the 

Cinque Terre



Natural hill-side

Terraced hill-side
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- Loss of agricultural production

The impoverishment of the 

historical landscape

From the 1970sï80s, subsequent to 

changed social conditions, the 

abandonment of cultivated terraces 

began. Negative effects due to 

demographic decline  were almost 

immediate:
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- Hydrogeological instability
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- 1997 Cinque Terre were included in the WORLD HERITAGE LIST

DECISION OF THE WORLD ERITAGE COMMITTEE:

21st Session

Site name ñCinque Terre, Portovenere and the Islands Palmaria,Tino and 

Tinetto)

Date of inscription 06/12/1997

The Committee decided to inscribe this site on the basis of criteria (II), (IV) 

and (V), considering that the eastern Ligurian riviera between Cinque 

Terre and Portovenere is a CULTURAL site of outstanding value, 

representing the harmonious interaction between people and nature to 

produce a landscape of exceptional scenic quality that illustrates a 

traditional way of life that has existed for a thousand years and continues 

to play an important socio-economic role in the life of the community.
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Cinque Terre National Park

- 1985 Cinque Terre were included in a regional natural park 

-From the first half of the 1990ôs there was an exponential rise in       

tourism with a very high international component

-1997 the Natural Marine Area was estabilished

-1997 The Cinque Terre were included in the UNESCO heritage list

-1999 The Cinque Terre National Park  was born and was also 

accorded the management of the  Protected Marine Area

- 2002 World Monument Fund included the Cinque Terre in its list 

of 100 sites at risk in the world



Territory covered by the park:
- All of the municipal territories of:Riomaggiore Vernazza 

Monterosso

- Part of the municipal territories of: La Spezia (Tramonti di 

Biassa);       Levanto (Punta Mesco).

For a total of 3.800 hectares and of 2,780 hectares for the Marine 

Protected area

Population:
Approximately 5,000 residents living in the territory of the Park.

Tourist flows:
The Cinque Terre paths are walked on each year by 2.5 million 

visitors.

Cinque Terre National Park



15 km of costline 

more than 200 km of footpaths

distributed on 3 main levels a.s.l.

linking each village



Hinking Cinque Terre 



Other transports



Hiking\recreative tourism



Critical mass tourism
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3 VARIETIES

- ALBAROLA

- VERMENTINO

- BOSCO

2 WINES

- CINQUE  TERRE D.O.C.

- SCHIACHETRÀ D.O.C.
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