Impact of human activity on fragile
marine ecosystems - an overview
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Whaling



Overexploitation

FISH STOCKS | o
| UNDER EXPLOITED FAO - 75% of the major marine fish
16% | MODERATELY EXPLOITED stocks are either depleted,
S D FULLY-HEAVILY EXPLOITED overexploited or being fished
| OVER EXPLOITED at their biological limit
44% || DEPLETED
" | RECOVERING
UN FAQ Fisheries; “Fisheries at the Limit?", http://www.fao.org




Bottom trawling can destroy coral Unwanted fish or marine life can

reefs and disrupt sediment and make up 40-90% of the bycatch
bottom-dwelling marine life, creating that is caught and subsequently
plumes that can be seen from space. thrown back. A
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After trawling
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Pollution

Seawater @ 0.000002
Sediment @ 0.005-0.16

Plant plankton
(= phytoplankton)
8

. PCB concentration in milligrams per litre
. or milligrams per kilogram of fat
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Global change

, Global warming
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Legal framework
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Biological Diversity

m=) at least 10% of the oceans and seas in the form of MARINE PROTECTED
AREAS by 2020.

EU
@ Habitats and BirdDirectives @ Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD)
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Natura 2000 network MPASs network



Marine Protected Areas




