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Altitudes of Europeans towards biodiversity 
[Euro barometer 436 – 2015 ]

• 80% Biodiversity loss is serious 

• 76% Mankind has a responsibility & stop biodiversity loss

• 67% Nature is essential to tackle Climate Change

• 60% Nature has positive effect on Wellbeing & Health

• 93% Need for better information from EU





BIODIVERSITY IS OUR LIFE LINE, ALLWAYS 
& EVERYWHERE, SMALL OR BIG, NEARBY 
OR FAR AWAY, NOW AND IN THE FUTURE 



















EUROPARC Federation was founded in 1973 with the aim of 

supporting protected areas to fulfill their role as 

preservers of Europe´s natural beauty. 

It is a non-profit organization based in Germany (GMBH - limited 

liability) and the oldest and largest Network of European 

protected areas
Sustainable nature, 

valued by people.

EUROPARC is the representative body of Europe’s Protected Areas. 

Our vision describes what EUROPARC wishes for European Nature:

http://www.europarc.org/who-we-are/purpose/
http://www.europarc.org/who-we-are/purpose/


OUR NETWORK

EUROPARC is the biggest European network

~400 members in 38 countries 

Covering 40 million hectares 

Representing 40% of Natura 2000



11 OFFICES IN EUROPE

http://www.europarc.org/network/sections/
http://www.europarc.org/network/sections/


REPRESENTING MEMBERS INTERESTS

IN BRUSSELS



ENEMIES OR ALLIES



Protected Areas

- 12,7% Earth 

- (21% Europe)

Spending 

- 600 billion $/year

- Current spending on protection

< 10 billion/year

Visitors

- 8 billion/year

- 3,3 billion  - North America

- 3,8 billion - Europe 

VISITS PROTECTED AREAS WORLDWIDE
(CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 2015)



SUSTAINABLE INVESTMENTS IN NATURE



* 145 destinations - 17 countries

* 441 million euro’s invested

* 72.000.000 visitors/year

* Annual turnover: over 1 billion



Every year, the new sustainable destinations are awarded at the European 
Parliament (Brussels), during the Charter Award Ceremony.

http://www.europarc.org/nature/european-charter-sustainable-tourism/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/european-charter-sustainable-tourism/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/european-charter-sustainable-tourism/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/european-charter-sustainable-tourism/
















Favorable conservation status 



RECREATION & TOURISM

CROSS BORDER PROTECTED AREAS 
NATURE & FORESTRY/N2000…

CULTURAL 
HERITAGE

CLIMATE CHANGE

HOUSING/LOCAL ECONOMY

WATERMANAGEMENT

AGRICULTURE

THE CHALLENGE



AGRICULTURE

RECREATION & TOURISM

PROTECTED AREAS/NATURE & 
FORESTRY/N2000

LANDSCAPE & HERITAGE

CLIMATE CHANGE

HOUSING/LOCAL 
ECONOMY
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THE CHALLENGE

http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/




The TransParcNet is Europe’s platform for unifying 
ecosystems and people across borders.

EUROPARC has created “Following Nature’s Design” –

Transboundary Parks Programme, which sets the 

standards, showing that although there may be a frontier 

on a map, we can bring cooperation into mind

The TransParcNet meets annually to share examples and 

best practices on transboundary cooperation.

TRANSBOUNDARY COOPERATION

http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/


TRANSBOUNDARY COOPERATION



Basic Standards

[measurable activities –
ecosystem approach – green 

corridors – cross-cultural 
interaction – social & cultural 

well-being – raise political 
support]

Criteria

[common vision & work plan –
agreement cross-border 

cooperation + exchange data –
communication – basis joint 

financing]

Fields of work

[indicators on nature 
conservation + indicators on 

education - research –
monitoring – communication –

mutual understanding]

http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/






Bavarian Forest (D) & Šumava National Parks (CZ)

Prealpi Giulie Nature Park & Triglav National Park (I/SLO)

Oulanka (FIN) & Paanajärvi (RUS) National Parks

Pasvik-Inari Trilateral Park (FIN/ N/RUS)

Krkonoše (CZ) & Karkonozse (PL) National Parks

Thayatal (A) & Podyji (CZ) National Parks

Neusiedler See (A) & Fertö Hansag (H) National Parks

Maas-Schwalm-Nette Nature Park (NL/D)

10 Transboundary Areas

23 Protected Areas 

13 countries

http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/


Key Findings after 10 years

- 77% - positive effect

- 92% - increase in information efforts

- 77% - better development in a mutual vision

- 69% - improvement of multi-lateral meetings

- 69% - improved monitoring

- 62% - better acquisition and exchange data

- 54% - better development action plans 

TRANSBOUNDARY COOPERATION

http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/
http://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-parks/


NATURE PROTECTION





Bringing People Together



PROTECTED AREAS IN-SIGHT





ANNUAL CONFERENCE



http://www.europarc.org/
http://www.europarc.org/

