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The cross border park is 

an association formed by 

the German association 

nature park Schwalm-

Nette and 7 Dutch 

communities in the 

Province of Limburg 

Size: 1200 km2



2007 First certified as transboundary 

park following natureôs design 

2012 / 2017 recerfication

Ą part of TransParcNet

Ą common experience

Ą exchange of best practices

Ą exchange of data

Ą workshops, conferences



Characteristics

Å rivers, forests, lakes, heath land, moors and agricultural 
landscapes 

Å 10.000 ha connected forest (FFH and Bird Directive, 
NATURA -2000) and national park De Meinweg in the 
Netherlands (2000 ha)

Å water plays a significant role for tourism as well as for 
nature conservation

Å within a radius of 100 km a visitor potential of more than 7 
million people

Å places with historical buildings and sites



History

1965 Foundation of the Germannature park 
Schwalm-Nette as an association by statutory 
regulations by four German districts (representing 17 German 
communities) 

1976 Enlargementof the German nature park 
to the Dutch-Germancross border nature 
park Maas-Swalm-Nette on behalf of a treaty 
between the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the federal state 
of Northrhine-Westfalia (management by an advisory 
board)

2002 Foundation of the cross border 
association Dutch-Germancross border 
nature park Maas-Swalm-Nette



Administration 

Å statutory regulations Ą cooperation - policies - aims

Å board of directors Ą 2 German / 2 Dutch

Å general board Ą 7 German / 7 Dutch participants

Ą 4 advisory members (NL/D) 

Å Office (Dutch side)Ą trans national

bilingual staff ; director (NL), project manager (D)



Ånature and landscape Ąmaintenance, development, connection

Årecreation and tourism Ą support, development

Åenvironmental education

Åprojects Ą planning, organisation, coordination 

Åstakeholders identification Ą PR, communication

Goals and aims of the cross border cooperation

Ą communities ïnature NGOôs ïinhabitants ï

water boards ïtourists ïauthorities ïforestry

administration ïtourist organisations



Finances 

The basic budget for office Ą 220.000 úper year

Å 25 % Federal State of North Rhine-Westphalia 

Å 25 % Province of Limburg, 

Å 12,5 % German Nature park Schwalm-Nette

Å 12,5 % 7 Dutch communities

Å 25 % Funds through project management 



Cross border projectacquisition

2002-2008 4 projects 2.255.000,00 ú

2009-2013 6 projects 5.530.000,00 ú

2013-2017 3 projects 5.140.010,00 ú

12.925.010,00 ú



Nature conservation



Recreation facilities



People in action


