
The Green Belt
25 years working for a multifunctional 

urban green infrastructure in Vitoria-

Gasteiz

Juan Carlos Escudero

Centro de Estudios Ambientales







 Administrative 

Capital of the 

Basque Country

 250,051 

inhabitants 

 276.81 km.

 46 homes/ha.

 101.51 

inhabitant/ha. 

(residential 

areas)
Stratospheric Sensor "Haziak-Biziak" Program. June 29, 2013.



A well balanced territory.

 11,000 ha of forested areas 

(1/3 of the surface area of 

the municipality).

 A extensive rural area of 

high agricultural value.

 4 Natura 2000 Network 

spaces.

 An important network of 

traditional tracks and 

pathways.



The Green Belt: a multifunctional approach.

ECOLOGICAL APPROACH

• Ecological connectivity

• Biodiversity 

• Bio-capacity

LANDSCAPE APPROACH

• Preservation of cultural and 

historical landscapes

• Restoration of natural and 

identity landscapes

HYDROLOGICAL APPROACH

• Water management

• Wetlands and rivers 

restoration

• Separative sewage/drainage 

system

• Aquifer depuration

AGRICULTURAL APPROACH

• Local production and local 

consumption

• Preservation of high quality 

soils

SOCIAL APPROACH

• Public use for sport and 

leissure

• Healthy and daily contact 

with nature

• Environmental education

URBAN APPROACH

• Urban growth control

• Shaping urban form

• Balancing urban-rural-natural 

relationship

ECONOMIC APPROACH

• Ecosystem services

• Flood control



32,700 people in 2010Educational activities and 

environmental awareness

Salburua and Zadorra river within the Natura 2000 in 2004

Salburua declared International Importance Wetland by the Ramsar 

Agreement, in 2002

750,000Average visits per year

47 KmPedestrian and cyclists paths

Armentia, Olarizu, Salburua, 

Zabalgana, Zadorra and Errekaleor

Parks (6)

1,010 HaFinal area

800 HaArea

1993Launching date

The Green Belt: a multifunctional approach.









Solving threats using Nature Based Solutions.







Urban Green Infrastructure Pilot Area in Lakua Vacant Plots



Urban Green Infrastructure Pilot Area in Lakua Vacant PlotsUrban Green Infrastructure Pilot Area in Lakua Vacant Plots



… an agricultural belt
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