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Packaged experiences

The use of  packaged experiences is 

considered an effective means of  

promoting engagement in the 

outdoors. 

The John Muir Award… and others, 

all provide this kind of  structure to 

support engagement, and 

importantly, recognise the efforts of  

those involved.

Scotland's National Parks & National 

Nature Reserves - overcoming 

barriers to engagement (March 2009)



Connect with, 

enjoy, and 

care for, 

the planet’s wild places.

Main engagement initiative of  the John Muir Trust 



Explore it

Share your experiencesDo something to Conserve it

Discover a 

wild place



Turrif Youth Services

• Youth & Family Services Team 

identified key benefits gained:

• Communication Practical life skills

• Working with peers Self esteem

• Sense of achievement Self-worth

• Gained a recognised award Problem solving skills

(John Muir Award)

• Improved confidence Resilience

• Social experience

• Building friendships Peer learning

• Improved Health & Wellbeing

Search ‘Employability and the John Muir Award’



Employability

• Way to record achievement in 

the widest sense

• Developing skills for 

learning, life and work

• Soft skills- communication, 

numeracy, problem solving, 

information technology and 

working with others

• Experiences of  world of  work, enterprise, Citizenship



The Mountains and The People

“Throughout the past four months I have 
gained skills, understanding, respect and 
appreciation for the incredibly immense 
landscapes of Scotland. 

“I have learnt about environmental 
conservation and the importance of 
upland path work and I have undertaken 
practical work that has helped to enhance 
and protect the wild and special qualities 
of the mountains within Scotland’s 
National Parks.”

Ceara (participant)

www.themountainsandthepeople.org.uk



West Highland College

• Outdoor Adventure Further Education

• The course is designed to prepare people 
for a career in the outdoor industry

• Isle of Skye learning the skills to be safe 
in the environment covering the main 
disciplines of Paddle Sports, Mountain 
Sports and Mountain Biking

• John Muir Award helps students to care 
for wild places and appreciate the work 
required to maintain access to these 
special places



Hill to the Grill

• Coigach & Assynt Living Landscape 
Partnership 

• Pupils from Ullapool High School  - 3 
day programme that raises awareness 
about how food arrives on our plates

• Tracking/stalking techniques, foraging 
walks, butchery and cooking

• Barbeque celebration

Search ‘Curriculum for Excellence and the 
John Muir Award’



Raising attainment 

through wild places

• Scottish Government priority to 
reduce poverty related attainment 
gap – equity in learning 

• Skills for life, learning & work

• Literacy, numeracy, health & 
wellbeing 

• The natural world offers 
inspiration and stimulation - it 
provides rich, multi-sensory 
experiences as a context for 
learning.

Search ‘Attainment and the John 
Muir Award in Scotland’



What’s relevant…?

www.johnmuirtrust.org/initiatives/youngpeople



Summary - awards…

• Current state of  play: packaged award 

schemes continue to be an effective way 

of  engaging people and recognising 

efforts

• On the ground: people/organisations 

associated with protected areas are 

supporting / promoting awards

• Information gaps: Networks like the 

‘Awards Network’ should be explored & 

shared

• Packaged award schemes should reflect 

locality & audience – meaningful & 

relevant (people & place)



• Re-evaluate: young people are disconnected with 

Nature

• Reframe: What can environmental organisations do to 

better connect with young people?

• Listen to young people (recommendations)

- actively engage young people with nature

- improve job & volunteering opportunities

- meet young people where they’re at 

(communication channels, feedback, places…)

- use young people to reach young people

www.johnmuirtrust.org/initiatives/youngpeople

Summary – youth engagement

(inspired by the next generation)
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Support Information



Curriculum



11111111





Recap



Head, Heart and Hand


