


Kids need Nature.
It enhances all  their development

Nature needs Kids
A lack of nature experience can lead to an apathy towards 
environmental concerns



By bringing young people and Rangers 
together, in the Junior Ranger 
programme, 

we want to enable young people to 
respect and care for their local protected 
area, 

whilst also learning the 
valuable role Rangers play in the 
conservation of nature



Our network connects 
Junior Ranger programmes 

for 12-18  year olds in 
protected areas across 

Europe.
.

Such Junior Ranger 
programmes we have 

found:

• Are good for the Park
• Are good for the 

development of the 
Ranger Service 
(or park staff )

• Facilitate social cohesion 
by improving relations 

between the park and the 
local community

• And can make positive, 
confident and healthy 

young people



• Experiential, practical, fun , safe and inspirational activities in protected areas, and managed by Rangers, 
“learning by doing”;

• Is non discriminatory programme, which requires a professional approach and high quality standards

• promote international exchange, to develop positive, cooperative and social
skills, and to encourage the active citizenship of youths 

• enhance connections between EUROPARC protected areas and “local” young people.

• develop cooperation between Rangers – Parks – EUROPARC

Fun
Inclusive
International
Cooperative
Active 

Learning



EUROPARC Federation Junior Ranger programme involves 32 Protected Areas across 14 different EU countries, 
working with  5000 youths every year.   Around 30 young people can attend the International Camp.





In the latest EU Barometer...

More than half of young Europeans consider
• Education and skills as the top priority that the EU should tackle.
• Environmental protection and fighting climate change 
• Employment,
• The management of migratory flows and integration of refugees



•“We want there to be youth representation on the 
managing committees / boards of protected areas and 
for this voice to be taken seriously!” 

•“We want you to create effective partnerships 
between parks, the public sector and private 
commercial organisations for the mutual benefit of all! 

Youth +
Taking the Lead for Nature

…a chance meeting in Slovenia…

EUROPARC conference Hungary, 
2013
World Parks Congress , Sydney  2014
Youth Conference and Camp 
Aigestortes ,Catalonia, Spain 2016…
Youth Representative and council 
Camps and more…



Developing Youth + 
programmes, for 18+

Young Ambassadors 
for Parks

Advocacy and  
leadership and 
commuincation
training.

Lobbying for change

• Keep learning about nature conservation in Europe
• Develop leadership skills and play an active role in supporting

the work of the Protected Areas, in the Junior Ranger
programme

• Develop advocacy skills and contribute youth perspectives to
governance and management of Protected Areas

• Develop communication skills to speak on behalf of Protected
Areas

• Network internationally with peers from Protected Areas
across Europe

Giving Young People a Voice
Taking the Lead for Nature



Youth Representative on EUROPARC Council





#natureforall





Reiska Leader Finland
Cairngorms National Park
Young Scot
EUROPARC



A moment of reflection


