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History

1965 Start nature park Schwalm-Nette in Germany

1976 Start cooperation cross border on basis of the

a treaty between NL and NRW 

Cooperation by members of the advisory board

2002 Founding of the cross border nature park Maas-
Swalm-Nette as a special purpose association

2007 Certification Transboundary Park

2012 Following Nature’s Design

2017



Cross border nature park 

Maas-Swalm-Nette



German (regional) nature 

park Schwalm-Nette 

and 

7 municipalities in the 

Netherlands (province of 

Limburg)

Area:

1.100 km2  

NATURA 2000

> 10.000 ha

Inhabitants:

ca. 400.000

Residents 100 km: 

> 7 million people



- Development of nature areas and regional typical landscapes

- Recreation and tourism

- Environmental education

- Stimulation of cross border cooperation

- Cross border identification and marketing

- Acquisition, organisation and realisation of cross 

border projects in the above mentioned fields

Goals of the cross border nature park MSN



Projects since 2002

INTERREG IIIA MSN in the picture 2002-2008 815.000

INTERREG IIIA VEV ecological wet infrastructure 2004-2008 1.200.000

INTERREG IIIA Fliegerhorst Venlo 2005-2008 90.000

Research: reintroduction of Red deer in NL 2006-2008 150.000

INTERREG IVA  NPR MeinWeg 2009-1012 950.000

Maas-Niederrhein Pad: long distance walking trail 2010-2011 60.000

INTERREG IVA Wasser.Wander.Welt: 9 premium walking trails 2010-2012 435.000

INTERREG IVA NAGREWA; river restorations 2010-2012            3.730.000

INTERREG IVA EcoTop; yearly meeting species monitoring 2011-2012 38.000

Publication „Natur füreinander / natuur voor elkaar“ 2014-2017 60.000

INTERREG V A  Kulturgeschichte Digital 2015-2019 2.640.000

INTERREG V A  Natur- und Waldbrandprävention 2016-2020 950.000



INTERREG V-A  Projects

Cultural history digital

2015-2019

Show and experience the cultural historical elements and history

Supported by 



• restoration of historical sites

• education of nature theater guides

• digital presentation of the cultural history

• development of technique and contents applikation

• marketing

Projects



Restoration of cultural sites

Venlo; former central wash site, maze/labyrinth near Castle 

Beesel: Immaterial cultural heritage

Roermond: restoration historical graves in the old cemetry

Roerdalen: restoration smaller historical sites and monuments

Wassenberg: elevators castle tower Burg Bergfried

Wegberg: restoration of the Motte Aldeberg 

Brüggen: restoration of historical shelters 17th century

Wachtendonk: cultural historical walking trail



Labyrinth Arcen Castle



Dragon village Beesel



Tower castle Bergfried Wassenberg 15th century



Shelters (casemate) Castle Burg Brüggen



Nature theater guides



“Along traces  – biography of  a landscape”

Applikation 3 languages Website 3 languages



“Along traces  – biography of  a landscape”
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“Along traces  – biography of  a landscape”



In former times

“Along traces  – biography of  a landscape”



and now

“Along traces  – biography of  a landscape”



“Along traces  – biography of  a landscape”

In former times



“Along traces  – biography of  a landscape”

and now



“Auf  Spuren – Biografie einer Landschaft

Flaxmuseum production of linen Wegberg-Beeck

Flax fouling sites



www.aufspuren.de www.alongtraces.com  www.langssporen.nl

A cross border region with one cultural history

and a lot of interesting stories

Cross border nature park Maas-Swalm-Nette



Cross border nature park Maas-Swalm-Nette

INTERREG VI-A

Possible themes:

- innovation, smart solutions

- renewable energy

- climate adaptation

- biodiversity

- recreation and tourism

- linking people for the benefits of Europe 

- cultural history

- citizen science


