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1- Few general information about 
Life Natur’Adapt methodology



• LIFE project (2018-
2023) which aims to 
include the issue of 
adaptation to climate 
change into the 
management of 
European protected 
areas.

• Coordinated by 
France Natural Areas 
(RNF), and several 
technical partners 
including Europarc.

• Internal project team 
3 agents (BE) 5 
agents (FR).

• One method: a 
vulnerability analysis 
+ an adaptation plan.
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How does Life Natur’Adapt work ? 

1) Based on a climate narrative, it is a way to visualize climate change at 
multiple time scales and GHG scenarios.

2) We confront this climate narrative with our resources/natural wetlands to 
test their vulnerabilities and study the expected impacts...

3) …but we also take into account the impacts of the economic and social 
activities on our natural environments with regard to this climate change. 

4) We propose an adaptation plan for wetland maintenance.
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3- How did we apply the 
methodology to our area?
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• The same 
watershed

• The same pool 
of life

• 127 villages

• 950 km² (i.e. 
485 (FR) and 
465 (BE))

• 292,000 
inhabitants 
(190,000 (FR) + 
102,000 (BE))



Studying the vulnerability of ecosystem services 
provided by wetlands in relation to climate change
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Past time analysis: Global rise of temperatures since 1980s

Prospective analysis in 50, 100 and 200 years: irregularity and 
intensity of precipitations

Expected impacts : 
       *Modification of the precocity of vegetation recoveries,

*Increase of evapotranspiration, risk of competition in the access for water 
and tendency to gradually dry up environments,

*Increase discharge of groundwater,

*Modification of species distribution areas,

*Disappearance of local species and competition with invasive species,

*Risk of new bacteria



The vulnerability analysis shows a 
sensitivity and fragility of wet 
environments linked to climate change
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Vulnerability analysis and 
prospective analysis

The objectives of drafting this « climate story/ narrative » is to:

- See to what extent wetlands in the transboundary territory are vulnerable to 
climate change and include this data into environmental management

- Define the impact of this vulnerability on the emblematic fauna and flora species 
and on the ecosystem services (modifications, accentuation, regression)

- Take into account non-climatic pressures, which have an impact on natural 
environments, in a territorial, transversal and sectoral approach

- Define management orientations, practices and uses... for the maintenance of 
emblematic natural environments



4- How to include climate change 
impact into the parks management’s 
plans ?



Life Natur’Adaptation Plan
• Raising awareness of climate change and its adaptation 

• Integration of climate change adaptation into the guiding documents of the 2 
Parks

• Wetland preservation/restoration

• Maintaining water resources

• Raising awareness about access to water resources and their essential sharing

• Making the EGTC a space for better coordination

• Promote practices and methods for managing eco and soc activities that have 
less impact on water resources and environments 
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Integration of climate change adaptation into the 
guiding documents of the 2 Parks

Mobilization and awareness raising of elected representatives 
and integration of climate change issues into future action 
plans through: 

• “Atelier 2040” to question our natural area in regards to new 
issues (renewable energies, climate change…)

• 3 studies : agriculture / landscapes / ecological continuity 
with the aim of including climate change as a new 
component for the parks’ missions
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Making the EGTC a space for better coordination…

 Mainstream the franco-belgian
collaboration between watercourses 
management authorities

 Strengthen the joint management of 
ecological continuity

 Facilitate the cooperation regarding risk 
management

 Make an easier access to EU fundings
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• B-solutions expertise

• Studies and projects to enhance 
ecological continuity

• Organisation of meetings with other 
franco-belgian EGTCs (risk 
management)

• Lobbying through EUROPARC, EGTC 
Platform, French Federation of 
Nature Regional Parks

…Through
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http://www.europarc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/05/NaturAdapt_WhitePaper_Protected-Areas-
and-Climate-Change_2023.pdf

… to facilitate the co-design of 
integrated, long-term and large-
scale environment management and 
spatial planning

http://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/NaturAdapt_WhitePaper_Protected-Areas-and-Climate-Change_2023.pdf
http://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/NaturAdapt_WhitePaper_Protected-Areas-and-Climate-Change_2023.pdf
http://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/NaturAdapt_WhitePaper_Protected-Areas-and-Climate-Change_2023.pdf
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Climate Talks is a five-part documentary that aims at better understanding what it takes to 
adapt to climate change.

https://www.europarc.org
/climate-change/climate-
talks/



19

For more:



A.I.S.B.L European Nature Park of Scarpe Escaut Plains
Established as European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation

Thanks for 
your 

attention !
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