Union Civil Protection Mechanism
Acting together for wildfire prevention

Gaetano Vivo
Deputy Head of Unit, Disaster Risk Management, DG ECHO

[TFH A | A i v T w0
3 ,c';& ] g 3 b 5 : o 4 it it
\ S 1 4 . . : % G

e ot




Wildfires

Summer 2021 & 2022...




Current situation
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* Fires mapped in EFFIS of more than 30 ha (2006-2022)



Union Civil Protection Mechanism response

European Civil
Protection Pool

National capacities  Ad hoc offers resceU

First responders Mutual assistance Pre-committed Safety net
+ assets
solidarity
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rescEU response
2023
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33 aircrafts in total



Pre-positioning for the 2023 wildfire season

] hosting countries
J participating countries

B Hosting and participating country

3 hosting countries
10 participating countries

423 firefighters in total
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« among the top risks identified in MS National Risk A Y 4 «4 o
o N IR Aomeg™ = 7]
Assessme nts Risk identified in Article 6 DRM Summary reports (green —
identified as risk/red : Cross border risk)
» flagged as a Cross-Border Risk (Article 6 MS/PS Total Wildfire Emissions(tons)
reports 2020) i
|
|
: I
« mostly caused by people (90% of the fires) . ‘ HM
|"1 1'III II'. F ‘‘‘‘‘
- H‘jlll!h ,':I‘l .li'
 contributing to climate change through both . 5 \ LN J &
greenhouse gas emissions from burning forests = NN \ ] K e
AND the resulting deforestation ** 0 '5‘/
Total wildfire emissions in the EU (tons)
European

Commission



Sound wildfire
risk governance

Monitoring,
detection and
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1. Peer reviews

Wildfire prevention action plan

2. Disaster resilience goals
& scenarios

3. Good practice guide on
wildfire prevention

_ o Capacity —

« Scaling up wildfire response 4. Good practice guide |
capacities is essential, but it will not on wildfire awareness
be sufficient to cope 5. EU risk wildfire

5 awareness action

- Ministers asked the EC to support E Z

countries on prevention (Sep 2022) e under UCPM (art 6.4)
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Wildfire peer reviews

Released 30 May 2023

improving risk management
systems and Disaster Risk
Management (DRM) capabilities

A call for volunteers (countries or
regions) launched in June, for two
peer reviews to be carried out in
autumn 2023 — spring 2024

Self-assessment tool
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Peer Review Assessment Framework

WILDFIRE RISK
MANAGEMENT PLANNING

WILDFIRE PREVENTION
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Wildfire risk awareness

* >90% of wildfires are related to human activities

* Call for good practices launched in December 2022

* 50 good practices submitted by MS/PS

* End 2023 - publication of a good practice note + catalogue

e Early 2024: proposal for a EU pilot to support wildfire risk
awareness activities



Wildfire risk awareness campaigns

ITALY - | don't take risks campaign Examples S?%St\;//E—N(Iai '2'\(;';(;]:;52;; RELAND — Be S
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Kdor za pozarno varnost poskrbi,

AUSTRIA - je v prostem Casu brez skrbi
material ==
CROATIA - Paint it Back —
forest fire awareness
campaign — Scout
GERMANY - association (volunteers)
"F2Wald"
declares war on
forest fires




AN Funded by
’ the European Union @WORLD BANKGROUP

Economics for
Disaster Prevention
and Preparedness

R Q
Physical Financial Institutional
Resilience

Resilience Resilience
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e-Learning course
Economics for Disaster Prevention and Preparedness

Drawing on the findings of the
study, a self-paced online course
is available on EU Academy __,




Example of exposure mapping

at the EU-level (draft)

Generated maps provide an overview of the
proportion of assets exposed to high hazard
according to available EU-wide hazard data

Generated maps can help identify hotspots of
exposure to prioritize further analysis and
investment

Healthcare facilities exposed to wildfire hazard
(darker areas = higher hazard)

Percentage of assets exposed to
high wildfire hazard
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Single-country grants for
disaster risk management

Projects’ duration: 2023-
2025

Multi-country grants for
prevention and
preparedness

Projects’ duration: 2023-
2025

Multi-country grants for
prevention and
preparedness

Recently finished projects
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Latvia
Feasibility study for
wildfire fighting
services
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Touristic
infrastructures
protection from
wildland-urban-

\ interface fires /
/ WUIVIEW \

Vulnerability
assessment of
buildings in
wildland-urban
interface
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Tiirkiye
Wildfire prevention
and response
capacity building for

forest villages
N /
/ SAILOR \

Forest fires risk
assessment at cross-
border action plan
Georgia &

\ Azerbaijan J
/ VESPRA \

Assessment of
vulnerable elements
and integration into

a geographic
information-based

K platform J

Wildfire prevention projects co-funded under the UCPM: recent examples

Tirkiye
Long-term wildfire
prevention action

plan for Istanbul
forest region
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PREVAIL

‘Smart’ wildfire
prevention solutions
involving citizens,
land managers, and

fire operators
\ /




Wildfire prevention projects co-financed by the EU Civil Protection Mechanism

The PREVAIL project’s results show the

benefits of landscape-based fire

prevention. Fire-resistant and resilient

landscapes leads to more efficient

response to wildfire.

Documentary:
‘Smart’ wildfire
prevention
solutions.

The RECIPE project developed support tools
and guidelines for integrated risk assessment
and planning for landscape and wild-land
urban interface (Spain & Portugal).
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Union Disaster Resilience Goals — 8 February 2023

Goal 1

m=
B=

Anticipate

Improving risk assessment,
anticipation and disaster
risk: management planning

Goal 2

0Co
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Prepare

Increasing risk
awareness and
preparedness of the

population

Goal 3

Alert

Enhancing early
warning

Goal 4

M

Respond

Enfiancing the Union Civil
Protection Mechanism

response capacity

Goal 5

Secure

Ensuring a robust civil
protection system
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