
Three Nations Pyrenean Park 
An open door to cross-border cooperation

TransParcNet Meeting 2023 







The cross-border dimension





Alt Pirineu Natural Park
• Creation: 2003
• Area: 79,317 ha (the largest park in Catalonia)
• 2 Nature Reserves
• 15 municipalities in 2 counties
• Management – Autonomous Government Generalitat de Catalunya
• Planning – Management plan pending. Natura 2000 Network guidelines
• Competences – protection of biodiversity, geology, landscape and cultural 

heritage and uses planning 
• Governing body – 38 members (local bodies, Generalitat and socioeconomic 

agents)
• Scientific council – 30 members
• Managing body - 10 people 
• Park Interpreter Guides Association
• Park Local Producers Association 
• Funding - Generalitat de Catalunya and own revenues
• Contributions – EU (European projects and aids)
• Europarc regional member since 1997 



Pyrénées Ariégeoises Nature Regional Park 
• Creation: 2009
• Area: 246,500 ha
• 141 communes of Ariege Department
• Management – Mixed Syndicate with state support
• Planning – Syndical Charter
• Competences: none (biodiversity management is from the state – Biodiversity 

Office of France). Promotes and manages actions in the environment and 
socioeconomic development

• Governing body (Union Committee and Bureau – 28 members) – communes, 
Departmental Council and Regional Council

• Managing body - 27 people
• Scientific Council
• Friends Park Association 
• Financing: 50% Occitanie, 25% Ariege, 25% communes
• Contributions: French State and EU
• Not Europarc member



Valls del Comapedrosa Natural Park
• Creation: 2003
• Area: 1,542 ha
• 1 parish (municipality): Massana
• Management – Environment Department of La Massana
• Planning – Master Plan
• Competences: biodiversity protection and land use management
• Governing body (6 members – municipality and ministry)
• Advisory committee (9 socioeconomic agents)
• Managing body - 3 people
• Funding: Massana Parish and own income
• Contributions: State of Andorra
• Not Europarc member



Vall de Sorteny Natural Park
• Creation: 1999
• Area: 1,080 ha
• 1 parish (municipality): Ordino
• Management – Environment Department of Ordino
• Planning – Master Plan
• Competences: biodiversity protection and land use management
• Governing body (5 members – municipality and ministry)
• Advisory committee (9 socioeconomic agents)
• Managing body - 7 people
• Funding: Ordino parish and own income
• Contributions: State of Andorra
• Not Europarc member



Common values between the 4 parks
High Pyrenean mountain flora
• orchids
• gentians
Pyrenean fauna
• Pallars lizard (world endemism)
• Golden eagle
• Capercaillie
• Ptarmigan
• Bearded vulture
• Chamois
• Iberian ibex
• Musk
• Wild cat
• Brown bear
High mountain habitats
• Subalpine forests
• Glacial lakes
• Peatlands
• Mountain rivers
• Meadows and Mountain pastures



Cattle local breeds
• Aranaese / Tarasconese sheep
• Pyrenees Mountain Dog
• Pyrenean goat
• Catalan Pyrenean /Castillonaise horse
• Pallaresa / Casta cow
Geology
• Shales and granites: emblematic peaks
• Limestone: Caves 
• Glacial geomorphology
• Historical mining
Landscape
• Cutting meadows
• Orris and pletas
• Mountain cabins
• Medieval castles
• Romanesque churches and hermitages
• Hidraulic sawmills and mills
• Rock paved paths



Previous collaborations
• Exchanges and meetings
• Cross-border meetings
• Fairs
• Cross-border itineraries
• Interreg Project POCTEFA GREEN



Three Nations Pyrenean 
Park International Protocol

• Signature: August 24, 2018
• Common brand of identity and joint 

tourist promotion
• Prioritizing cross-border cooperation
• Promote joint actions in the field of:

– Natural, cultural and intangible heritage
– Landscape
– Cross-border itineraries
– Sustainable development
– Sustainable mobility
– Ecotourism
– Renewable energies
– Climate change adaptation



• Mobilize human and financial 
resources to make a joint action plan 
and search for funding

– Interreg POCTEFA
– FEEDER
– LIFE

• Study to promote a joint candidacy for 
UNESCO's Man and Biosphere (MAB) 
program as a Transboundary 
Biosphere Reserve

• It would be the 5th worldwide between 
3 states!



First actions
• New logo
• First joint guide plan



• Consolidation of cross-border meetings at Tavascan and Boet mountain pas



• Participation in local product fairs (Arrós, Alins, Foix, Castillon, Arinsal, 
Ordino)



First participatory workshop to promote the Joint Action Plan
– December 5, 2019 at the Seu d’Urgell
– 4 working groups:
– Biodiversity
– Agriculture, livestock and local products
– Tourism, hiking and shelters
– Governance

http://parcsnaturals.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Noticia/24-01-2020_-Taller-PP3N

http://parcsnaturals.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Noticia/24-01-2020_-Taller-PP3N


Next steps
• To continue and strenghten transboundary meetings, fairs and activities
• New web domain
• New exchange actions 
• New Interreg POCTEFA projects (Red Bio, Esbossiguem,..)
• Carrying out more participatory workshops to define the Joint Action Plan 
• Prepare each one the candidature as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve
• Trying to convince our neighborhood parks to become Europarc members and 

apply as Transboundary Park..



Thank you for your attention

We are waiting for you in Alt Pirineu!

parcsnaturals.gencat.cat/altpirineu

/pnaltpirineu

@pnaltpirineu

@pnaltpirineu

/pnaltpirineu

App  Alt Pirineu, Deixa’t guiar


